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Dedication

The starting place for this book is my father, William L. Hoge, Jr.  This effort is, in fact,
dedicated to his memory and his wonderful treatment of his children.

We have provided here an in-depth assessment of the generations back from him to our
“immigrating ancestor”, William Hoge (1660-1749), who arrived aboard the ship Caledonia (which
is the Latin name used by the Romans to refer to Scotland) at Perth Amboy, New Jersey from
Musselboro, Scotland in 1682.

We have provided a glimpse at the exhaustive work by many other family historians, who
trace William’s ancestry from his father, Sir James Hoge (1640-1682), all the way back to Erip,
Prince of the Picts (0635-0720).

It would appear that I will likely be the last William Lacy Hoge in our particular line.  This
is our final opportunity to set out our family’s history, especially concerning the confluence of
significant individuals at the Falls of the Ohio in Louisville, Kentucky.  This represented the
blending of multiple cultures and individuals, resulting in the existence of my father, his children,
his grandchildren and his great-grandchildren.

We are certainly a product of our genes but I trust you will find that learning the history of
our ancestors has had a huge impact on who each of us are today.

The best of what we are heir to is William Lacy Hoge, Jr.’s gentleness, loyalty and
commitment to always do the Next Right Thing.  My sisters and I consider our father to have been
the inspiration for all our lives.

This book is an attempt to share with our extended family the stories of our parents,
grandparents, great-grandparents and the other ancestors from the Hoge line who extend back across
the Atlantic Ocean to the ancestral homeland of Scotland.  We hope you’ll enjoy sharing this journey
with us.

William L. Hoge, III
December 12, 2023





Chapter One.
Ancestry.

"A tree is known by its fruits; and a noble house by a noble man."
Arabic Proverb.

There is a pride of ancestry as foolish as it is false.
When a noble name is borne by an ignoble man it only serves to make its owner

contemptible.  But there is a pride of ancestry that awakens responsibility; that stimulates
endeavor; that purifies motive and shapes the life to noble ends.  Consciousness of whence we
are may largely determine what we are.  But apart from conscious influence, is not the Whence
a true cause of the What?  Great men often arise from very obscure origin.  But the historian and
biographer are never satisfied until they have traced back the extraordinary qualities of their
hero to a source that is none the less real because it is obscure.

It takes many streams to make the river, and the virtues of many lowly men and women struck
together in happy combination "to give the world assurance of a man."  When the streams are
on the surface, and the same qualities can be traced for generations, our task is plainer and our
reward surer.  And when natural virtues are exalted by divine grace, we can rejoice not only in
the fixedness of Nature's laws, but — what is far better the sureness of the covenant promises of
God.

From page one of Moses Drury Hoge: Life and
Letters by his nephew, Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison
Hoge, published in 1899

Introduction
by

William L. Hoge, III

The history that follows of the 22-year-old William Hoge (1660-1749), who immigrated to
the British Colonies in 1682 rather than convert to Catholicism, and his heirs who have preceded us
certainly creates a challenge to this axiom.

The courage and industry of that William Hoge are inspiring.  Four generations later, William
James Hoge (1825-1864) continued, even in the shadow of his more famous brother, Moses Drury
Hoge (1818-1899), which approached an unattainable standard by which any ancestor could set the
bar.  William James’ talent, industry, fidelity and piety are as aspirational as a person might envision.

William James’ son, Peyton Harrison Hoge (1858-1940), had a sincere reverence for his
uncle, Moses Drury Hoge, and his documentation of his uncle’s life and mission was as dedicated
an homage as any heir could establish.

The eldest son of Peyton Harrison Hoge, William Lacy Hoge, Sr. (1885-1977) recognized
and imitated his father at a dedicated level.

This historical and genealogical effort is produced in the hopes that the heirs of William Lacy
Hoge, Jr. will find value and example in the lives their ancestors lived.

The truth must be good enough.  The loudest sound of history is the quiet, loving truth.
The children of William Lacy Hoge, Jr. invite their children and grandchildren to add to

and improve upon this effort.  We suggest that you consider the incredible improvements discussed
in this book about genealogy and technology.  The “Circle of Love” members may well want to add
family histories about their spouses and their ancestors, including new marriages, deaths, births, etc.
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as an Addendum to this book.  Next Christmas (2024), we should consider what additional pictures
and stories we wish to add to this evolving family history.

When undertaking a challenge such as researching, writing and producing this book, there
must be a starting place and an ending place as the very nature of a family’s history is to constantly
evolve, change and grow.  Our end date was November 2023.  There has not been a comprehensive
book about our family since 1927 when James Hoge Tyler wrote The Family of Hoge – A Genealogy
(see Bibliography).  A great deal of the information contained in that book was taken from Peyton
Harrison Hoge’s 1899 book, Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters.  There have been other books that
touched on the Hoges of Scotland, Pennsylvania and Virginia, but none of them have focused as
we’ve tried to do on the Hoges who made their homes and their marks within the Commonwealth
of Kentucky.

Obviously, the authors of these books written in 1899 and 1927 did not have access to
www.newspapers.com, the Library of Congress website, Google, www.familysearch.com, etc.. 
We’ve tried to take advantage of all these resources and more to bring you a comprehensive account
of the last few generations of Hoges here in the Louisville area.

Certainly the process of studying your family history calls for more than a modicum of
science but also requires a degree of artistry as well.  We have attempted to make a fair presentation
of the materials found within the gold mine of the Internet but your discernment will satisfy your
convictions as to the certainty of this effort.

When undertaking a project like this, there must be a starting place and a cut-off point.  With
modern concerns about privacy and security, we have elected to stop the study at the level of
William L. Hoge, Jr.’s great-grandchildren as of the date of this effort (November 2023).

This book is not going to be pursued for movie rights or even that it will generate interest
outside the Hoge family, but we hope you will find your time well spent in reading it and that this
will inspire you to expand on it in future years.

There are a number of people that caused your author to become enthralled with the history
of our family.  Obviously, William Hoge from Scotland was a fearless explorer for the benefit of his
family.  His heirs are fortunate he lived a very long time, given the shortage of medical care and low
expectation of longevity in those times.  Remember, in those days, a simple scratch could easily
become infected and the person could be dead in a matter of days.  The same was true of food
poisoning, blood poisoning, bacterial infections and other medical emergencies, which were
commonplace, not to mention sundry plagues and epidemics.  William’s success in Virginia where
he bought a 411-acre farm at the age of seventy-five seems remarkable, considering what all might
have cut short his dreams.

We are certainly a product of our genes but as you may find the history of our forefathers had
a huge impact on who we are today.

William L. Hoge, III
6604 Gunpowder Lane
Prospect, Kentucky  40059
(502) 419-6316
billyhoge3@gmail.com
December 12, 2023
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Bemersyde estate lies within the county of Roxburgshire,
literally on the border between southern Scotland and England

ORIGINS OF THE SURNAME HOGE

The Hoge lineage is presumed to be of Pictish origin.  That level of genealogical research is
beyond our current abilities.  However, we do know that the Picts were a group of peoples who lived
in Britain north of the Forth–Clyde isthmus in the Pre-Viking, Early Middle Ages.1

However, Petrus de Haga's appearance in De Morville's Charter strongly suggests a Norman
provenance.  The Normans were a population arising in the medieval Duchy of Normandy from the
intermingling between Norse Viking settlers and indigenous West Franks and Gallo-Romans.

Petrus de Haga is mentioned in several charters as Dominus de Bemersyde (Master of
Bemersyde), which is evidence that the family were considerable magnates at that time.2

Let’s move forward in time from the
Pre-Viking and Early Middle Ages to the 15th

Century and the highly disputed border lands of
Southern Scotland. . . .

In Chapter I of his 1899 book Moses Drury
Hoge: Life and Letters (pages 1 and 2), Rev. Dr.
Peyton Harrison Hoge is very clear that the
surname de Haga was changed by the Laird of
Bemersyde to Haig and that Hoge is simply a
variant of that, as are Haga, Hage, Hogg, Haigh
or Hogue.  He went on to write “the Hoges as
well as the Haigs are descended from Petrus de
Haga (‘Peter of the Dyke’), who came from Cape
de la Hague in Normandy about 1150.  Early on,
the family in Scotland was associated with the
cause of liberty and patriotism.”

This assumption that Haig morphed into
Hoge centuries ago is borne out by the fact that,
about 1425, during the time of Sir Andrew Haig
(knighthood having been conferred upon him by
King Robert III, then the “sixth baron of
Bemersyde” and later referred to as a “Laird of
Bemersyde”), we find the first use of the spelling

“Hoge” in the names of Patrick Hoge and Gilbert Hoge, discussed below.”3

1  Learn more about the Picts at www.digitscotland.com/who-were-the-picts, a Scottish archaeology site.

2  Collins Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia by George Way and Romilly Squire, 1994, foreword by The
Right Honorable Earl of Elgin KT, Convenor, The Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs), pages 156-157.

3  From Wikitree, “Where Genealogists Collaborate” – Page on William Hoge of Musselburg, Scotland (1660-
1749), husband of Barbara Hume, immigrated to America in 1682 aboard the ship Caledonia: 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Hoge-6.  This information is also quoted in Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters by
Peyton Harrison Hoge, 1899.  Further, see “Historical Overview of Hoges in Pennsylvania” at
http://www.hfinancialmanagement.com/Hoge-History.1.htm, presumably written by Garrett S. Hoge, CFP, ChFC, MS,
President and CEO of H Financial Management.
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The website for Scots Connection (www.scotsconnection.com/clan_crests/haig.htm) offers this
concise early history of the Haig clan:  4

As a significant Scottish Borders family [based in the highly-contested borderland between
Scotland and England], it was inevitable that the Haigs were caught up in the political and
religious conflicts of Scotland throughout the centuries.  In 1242, one of the family was sent by
Alexander II to capture John de Bisset following the murder of the Earl of Athol. In 1296, the 5th
Laird of Bemersyde swore allegiance to Edward I of England but thereafter fiercely
supported the cause of Scottish Independence, fighting for Sir William Wallace at the Battle
of Stirling Bridge in 1297.   Peter Haig, the teenage 6th Laird of Bemersyde, fought for Robert
the Bruce at the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314.  He was later slain at the Battle of Halidon Hill
in 1333.  Gilbert Haig, 11th Laird of Bemersyde, was one of the leaders of the Scots army who
defeated the English at the Battle of Sark in 1449.  William Haig, 13th Laird of Bemersyde, was
killed at Flodden in 1513.  His son, James, the 14th Laird of Bemersyde, gained revenge for his
father’s death, at the battle of Ancrum Moor in 1544, when he captured the notorious English
commander, Sir Ralph Eure, who died of his wounds some days later at Bemersyde.

William Haig, the 18th Laird, was made the king’s Solicitor and Collector of the Burgh Taxes
in Scotland in 1626. In 1633 he was banished and forfeit for treason [meaning his assets were
seized by the King].  The 21st Laird, Anthony Haig, was imprisoned for aligning himself with the
Quaker movement.

Douglas Haig (1861-1928) was born in Edinburgh into the famous Haig Whisky distilling
family.5  He became the single most controversial general in British history, as Commander in chief
of the British Expeditionary Force in France.  He eventually led his forces to victory, after a long
and horrendous war of attrition, on the Western Front.  He was made Earl Haig in 1919. Bemersyde
was purchased by public subscription in 1921 and presented to Earl Haig, a descendant of the
second son of the 17th Laird of Bemersyde.  [Emphasis added above.]

In his 1899 book Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters, Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge, writes:
"The oldest reference to the name of Hoge with which we have met is in 1425, when Patrick Hoge
and Gilbert Hoge, Squires, are named among the gentlemen who 'devyit the marshes betwixt
Ridbeth and Bemersyde, Sir Andre W. Haig, the Laird of Bemersyde presiding.'  The Laird in
whose times this division was made had been the first to drop the spelling de Haga for the spelling
Haig, which is still in use.  Etymologically, the names are the same, and the finding of them in the
same neighborhood suggests the probability that Hoge is only another variant of Haga and Haig,
and that the Hoges, as well as the Haigs, are descendants of Petrus de Haga who came from

4  Per email received September 18, 2023 from www.scotsconnection.com, we have been granted permission
to use this excerpt as well as the Clan Haig crest. The referenced artwork and text remain the copyright of Scots
Connection (2020).

1937 vintage ad
for Haig Whisky

5  Haig is a brand of Scotch whisky currently produced by Diageo in Scotland and is, in
2023, endorsed by soccer legend David Beckham. It was originally manufactured by John Haig
& Co Ltd. in the early 1720s.  Haig is one of the most successful and popular Scotch whiskies in
the world.   The company currently offers four Scotch whiskies:  Haig Club Single Grain Scotch
Whisky, Haig Gold Blended Scotch Whisky, Haig Dimple Whisky and Haig Pinch Whisky. 
{NOTE:  Whiskey in Scotland, Japan and Canada is spelled without an E.  In the U.S. and

Ireland, it is spelled with an E.  Another example of how spellings change over the
years or due to geography.}

Haig Club Clubman single-grain whisky is distilled at Cameronbridge
Distillery, which was founded in 1824 by John Haig. It's matured exclusively in Fresh
Bourbon Casks, which give it a sweet, vanilla, and coconut flavor.  Haig Clubman
Whisky is said to have “ something of a dessert whisky with a brine and sour profile.” 
[This summary is from our good friends at Google.com and Google’s Generative
Artificial Intelligence (“AI”).]

There is a great deal of Haig Whisky memorabilia available on eBay, etc.
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Crest of Clan Haig used with
permission of Scots Connection,
granted September 18, 2023 for
use in this book.

Normandy about 1150.  This Peter of the Dyke, probably from Cape de la Hague in Normandy,
founded an honorable family. . . ." 

Rev. Dr.  Hoge’s 572-page book, in its entirety, is available free of charge on the web at:
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/829967

HAIG CLAN CREST

Haig Clan Crest: A rock, Proper.
Haig Clan Motto: Tyde What May (Come what may).

Haig Clan History: The Haigs are first noted in Scotland in the 12th century
when Petrus de Haga witnessed the sale of two serfs, along with their sons
and daughters and all their progeny.  He also witnessed a charter from
Richard de Morville, Constable of Scotland, to the Monastery of Dryburgh,
when he is also identified as the owner of the lands of Bemersyde.  It has
been suggested that the family is of Pictish origin, but de Haga's appearance
in De Morville's Charter strongly suggests a Norman provenance.

Y o u  c a n  l e a r n  ev e n  m o r e  a b o u t  C l a n  H a i g  a t
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_Haig.

__________________

EDITOR’S NOTE:
A clan crest is different than a coat of arms!  Further, there is no such thing as a “family” coat

of arms.  They are bestowed upon a specific individual, not an entire family of descendants.
In the United Kingdom, coats of arms are closely regulated by the College of Arms

(https://www.college-of-arms.gov.uk).  A coat of arms can be used by the descendants in the
legitimate male line of the person to whom they were originally granted or confirmed. To establish
a right to arms by inheritance, it is necessary to prove a descent from an ancestor who is already
recorded as entitled to arms in the registers of the College of Arms.

For these reasons, we have chosen to represent here in this book the crest of Clan Haig rather
than a coat of arms for the surname Haig, Hoge, Hogg, etc. as our research does not show a direct
line to the subjects of this book.

A further note on Coats of Arms:
Under Scottish heraldic law, a coat of arms is awarded to an individual

(with the exception of civic or corporate arms).  Only the individual granted
these arms has the right to use them.  For more information see
https://tartanshop.com/pages/all-about-scottish-heraldry 

The Coat of Arms for “HAIG of Bemersyde” is described as:  Azure, a
saltire, cantoned with two stars, in chief and base, and with as many crescents,
addorsed in the flanks, Argent.  [Illustrated here.]
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Watercolor painting circa 1920 of 
Bemersyde House by E. W. Haslehust

(1866–1949) found in the book
The  Sc o tt  Co untry  – Be autiful Sc o tland,

written by John Geddie.  Published circa 1922.
Image courtesy of www.FromOldBooks.org.

ANCESTRAL SEAT OF CLAN HAIGS –
BEMERSYDE ESTATE IN SCOTLAND

The ancestral seat of the Haigs is Bemersyde House at
Roxburghshire, Scotland.  It was originally built in 1535 when
its principal purpose was defense.

The stone walls are nearly 10 feet thick in places!  A stone
spiral staircase is built within the thickness of those walls.  The
original building was intended as a watchtower and signal fires
would have been built to warn others of approaching danger.

The structure was torched in 1547 by the English Army
during the Reformation but it was rebuilt in 1580.

Anthony Haig was imprisoned for the crime of being a
Quaker and was eventually released in 1667.  In the late 1600s,
he dedicated himself to making improvements to the tower,
adding fireplaces and glass windows as well as a slate roof and
many internal alterations. 

More alterations were made in 1761 by James Haig, who
built the West Wing.  Later James Zerubabel Haig added the
matching East Wing.  Some additional changes were made in
the 19th Century.

Following World War I, Field Marshall Earl Haig
(commander of the allied troops on the Western Front during
World War I) took over the house from his cousin.  Finding it
in poor repair, he spent £40,000 making alterations and
improvements.

In 1960, even more alterations were carried out by George Haig, 2nd Earl Haig, son of Field
Marshal Haig.  He spent decades improving the overall design and proportions of the house. 
[Sources include  www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bemersyde_House.]  George Haig’s son, the 3rd Earl,
inherited the property in 2009 and has made extensive repairs to the house.

Bemersyde Estate lies within the Scottish Borders area, meaning was in the foreground of the
deeply contested area along the border between Scotland and England.  The area stretches from the
cities of Glasgow and Edinburgh to the border with England. 

The lands of Bemersyde have stayed in the possession of the Haig family for eight hundred
years, a fact predicted in the 13th century by Thomas the Rhymer, Laird of Ercildoune, who said
'Tyde what may, what’er betyde, Haig shall be Haig of Bemersyde’.  Translation:  “Come what may,
the Haigs shall always be at Bemersyde”. [www.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_Haig]

In 1814, a statue of William Wallace was erected near Bemersyde.6  You may know Wallace
as the main character in the Braveheart movie starring Mel Gibson.  Wallace lived from 1270 until
his execution on 1305.  He was a knight who became one of the primary leaders during the First War
of Scottish Independence and remains a revered symbol of the Scots’ fierce desire for independence.

6 Learn more about the statue of William Wallace near Bemersyde at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of_William_Wallace,_Bemersyde 
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Statue of William Wallace, erected 1814
near Bemersyde Estate.  Stands 31 feet tall.

Bemersyde House, circa 2010

www.BemersydeEstate.com
Bemersyde House before 1887

Wallace’s statue at Bemersyde stands a towering 31 feet
tall and is made of red sandstone.  His figure looks over the
River Tweed that runs through Bemersyde.  The inscription on
the statue reads: “Wallace.  Great Patriot Hero!  Ill Requited
Chief!  MDCCCXIV” [1814, the year of the dedication of the
statue].

Today, Bemersyde Estate can be rented for holiday events. 
It features “spacious and luxurious accommodation with room
for several families, walking, cycling and fishing in stunning
surroundings.”  [www.bemersydeestate.com].  Accommodations
in the Main House offer a sleeping room for up to 18 people,
with a choice of an elegant 18th century bedroom or 14th century
laird’s room, a dining room that seats 12, fully equipped kitchen,
drawing rooms, study with TV, Netflix and Freeview as well as
open fires, log burners, wifi throughout the house and a piano.

The Main House also features seven double bedrooms, a
children’s dormitory that sleeps four and five additional separate
bedrooms.  The East Wing of the house was built by James
Zerubabel Haig, friend of Sir Walter Scott, during the Scottish
Enlightenment.  It sleeps up to four people, was recently
refurnished and includes two double bedrooms, a modern
kitchen, shower room, drawing room and wifi throughout.

The Main House and the East Wing, together, sleep up to 22 people and 2023 rental prices
range from £3,995 to £6,596 per week.  At the Fall 2023 exchange rate, that’s approximately $4,950
to $6,600 USD.  Other amenities include access to fruits and vegetables from the walled gardens on
the grounds, online grocery delivery, excellent pubs and restaurants in the area, free trout fishing in
the evening and catering is available.
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SO WHAT CAN WE TELL YOU ABOUT THE HOGES
(OR HAIGS, IF YOU PREFER)?

We hope you are excited to learn more about your grandfather, William L. Hoge, Jr., or one
of your great-grandfathers, William L. Hoge, Sr.  What about his father Peyton Harrison Hoge, who
wrote several well known books and was the active pastor of Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church for
decades?

Peyton Harrison Hoge, his father William James Hoge, like his father Samuel, his grandfather
Moses and his great-grandfather James were all famous Presbyterian ministers, public speakers and
writers of their time.

For the current generations of Hoges, most of them are descendants of Rev. Dr.  Peyton
Harrison Hoge, through his six children:

Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge Peyton Harrison Hoge
William L. Hoge, Sr. Elizabeth Addison Hoge
Mary Stuart Hoge Evelyn Cary Hoge

Do you know any of the other famous Hoges from our line running down from William Hoge,
who was born in 1660 and died in 1749?  He was only 22 years when he came to America in 1682
from Scotland aboard a ship named Caledonia.  Did you know that he was compelled to come to the
Colonies because of religious persecution?

The name “William Hoge” has a long, long history in our family.  The same is true of the name
“William Lacy Hoge”.  Both have been carried down for many generations.  We hope this book will
help you understand what a tremendous contribution all of our predecessors made to American
history.

We’ve uncovered a surprising amount of information about interesting and highly respected
people in our immediate family.  Allow us to introduce some of them to you. . . .
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WILLIAM HOGE
1660-1749

The line of ancestors leading to William Hoge (1660-1749) arriving on America’s shore is
currently believed to be as follows:

Erip, Prince of the Picts (0635-0720)
Uurgus (Fergus), Prince of the Picts (0660-????)
Óengus I mac Fergus MorMac Erc, King of the Picts (0690-0761)
Fergus II mac Oengusa, King of the Picts (0715-0975)
Canstantin mac Fergus (0750-0841)
Drest IX mac Caustantin, King of the Picts (0822-0961)
Hago de Haga I (0935-0961)
Hago de Haga II (0960-1042)
Arworth de Haga (1038-????)
Sueno de Haga (1050-????)
Hago de Haga (1072-1103)
Petrius de Haga, 1st Laird of Bemersyde (1125-1200)
Petrus de Haga, 2nd Laird of Bemersyde (1175-1228)
Henry de Haga, 3rd Laird of Bemersyde (1200-1240)
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Robert White 
1684-1752 • KCKX-W34 

Margaret Helen Hoge 
1697-1764• LK51-JQ4 

John Hoge Sr. 
1699-1748• LT8X-JRY 

Gwentholyn Bowen 
1698-1784 • 9XN8-NK9 

1 William Hoge II 
1701-1789 • M9RN-B6D 

I Nancy Ann Hayes 
1700-1759 • GJBR-365 

1 Alexander Hoge 
1703-1746 • 9VMZ-VSK 
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1 James Hoge 
1706-1795 • MRNW-63G 

Mary Nancy Griffith 
1702-1767• GHP4-873 

1 George Hoge 
1709-1801 • 9VW9-H5T 

I Elizabeth Ross 
1720-1790 • G4HZ-DDS 

1 Neal Thompson 
1710-Deceased • LC5K-NTW 

I Nancy Hoge * 1710-1729 • MQYG-QHB 

Robert Wilson Sr. * 1705-1779 • LWYR-G6K 

Joroter Hoge 
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Sir James Hoge 
1640-1682 • L5FL-MC5 I • Marjorie Lambert 
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Sir George Hoge 
1598-1693 • GWXZ-T9J 

Isobel Newtoun 
1610-1650 • LRGL-13M 

Burgess Of Edinburgh John La ... 
1617-1715 • LKK9-31Y 

Mrs John Lambert * Deceased • GGSX-T54 

George Hume 10th ofWedderb ... 
1615-1650 • LD4T-8QT 

Katherine Morisone 
1614-1695 • LH8D-1ZX 

William Gordon Johnstone 
1625-1687 • MT6H-S49 

Isabel Maitland 
1626-1686 • LZLH-QRQ 



Petrus de Haga, 4th Laird of Bemersyde (1230-1280)
Johannes de Haga, 5th Laird of Bemersyde (1271-1326)
Petrus de Hage, 6th Laird of Bemersyde (1296-1333)
Johannes de Haga, 8th Laird of Bemersyde (1333-1388)
Sir Andrew Haig, 9th Laird of Bemersyde (1388-1414)
John Haig, 10th Laird of Bemersyde (1393-1436)
Gilbert Haig, 11th Laird of Bemersyde (1418-1458)
Sir James Haig, 12th Laird of Bemersyde (1443-1490)
Sir William Haig, 13th Laird of Bemersyde (1468-1513)
Robert Thomas Haig, 14th Laird of Bemersyde (1493-1569)
Andrew Haig, 15th Laird of Bemersyde (1518-1583)
Sir Andrew Haig, 16th Laird of Bemersyde (1550-1583)
Sir John Hoge of Musselboro, Scotland (1573-1682)
George Hoge of Musselboro, Scotland (1598-1693)
Sir James Hoge of Musselboro, Scotland (1640-1682)
William Hoge of Musselboro, Scotland (1660-1749, emigrated to America in 1682)

Keep in mind that some of these ancestors are very well documented and others cannot be
confirmed with certainty because of the scarcity of records.  To examine this genealogy in great
detail, we suggest that you start with this particular William Hoge on www.familysearch.org and
work your way backward through the accumulated research and data recorded by dozens of
historians and researchers.  It’s free and easy to navigate but you will need to establish your own
account to access the records.

Here’s a direct link to get you started on our emigrating ancestor, William Hoge –
FamilySearch ID number LYGZ-Q38 (every person profiled on FamilySearch has a unique ID
number as an identifier).  It includes his profile, ancestry, descendants, family tree, discussions about
research, sources, photographic images and a vast amount of shared research:

www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LYGZ-Q38

Emigration to America in 1682
We know from Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge’s 1899 book, Moses Drury Hoge: His Life and

Letters, and other sources that, in 1682, “a young man named William Hoge, son of Sir James Hoge,
who was a son of George Hoge, a son of Sir John Hoge of Musselboro, Scotland, evidently in good
circumstances, came to America on account of religious persecution under the Stuarts.”

You probably need a quick little history lesson to understand what was going on at that time
in Scotland.

According to Wikipedia, by the 1630s, around 90-95% of Scots were members of the Church
of Scotland, which was Presbyterian in structure.  Despite the fact that they were in the majority,
Presbyterians in Scotland faced extreme persecution from 1662 to 1689, which included being
hounded from their homes, their property being confiscated, imprisonment and ultimately the murder
of as many as 18,000 Scottish Presbyterians.  The period became known as “the killing time”.  This
persecution extended to other Protestant faiths, such as the Quakers and the Baptists.

The threats and oppression reached its peak in 1684 and ended around 1687. when most
Presbyterians accepted the Stuart monarch's declaration of indulgence, which gave them considerable
freedom of worship in practicing their faith.

10

http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LYGZ-Q38


During “the killing time”, Protestant Scots fled to America in droves.  Others went to Ireland
to escape persecution.  This paints a very clear picture of why young William Hoge found a way to
put himself on a ship named the Caledonia, bound for America.

Also aboard that same ship was Sir James Hume from Paisley, Scotland, accompanied by his
wife Marjorie Scott Johnson and their daughter Barbara Hume, age 12.  Sir James Hume had been
imprisoned in Scotland and most of his property had been confiscated because they refused to
become Catholics.  James’ brother was also a man of considerable wealth and influence but he had
adopted the Catholic faith.  Though the brothers differed in their religious affiliations, James’ brother
intervened and persuaded the monarchy to release James on the condition he emigrate to America.

During the long voyage on the Caledonia, en route to Perth Amboy, New Jersey, an epidemic
broke out.  Dozens of people died, including James Hume and his wife Marjorie.

Young William Hoge had befriended the Hume family and he acted as young Barbara’s
guardian until the ship’s arrival in America.  She was only 12 and went to New York to live with
relatives of her deceased mother.  But the affection between William and young Barbara continued
over the years and, in 1689, they were married.  At the time William was 30 and Barbara was 20.

William and Barbara settled first in Monmouth, New Jersey, where they purchased a vast tract
of land and some of their children were born.  The family later moved to Delaware, and eventually
to the Cumberland Valley of Pennsylvania near Lancaster, where the remainder of their eight
children were born.  Their children were:

Margaret Hoge (1695-1764)
John Hoge, Sr.  (1699-1748)
William Hoge II (1701-1789)
Alexander Hoge (1703-1746)

James Hoge (1706-1795)
George Hoge (1709-1801)
Nancy Hoge (1710-1729)
Joroter Hoge (1712-1748)

Among Earliest Settlers in the Shenandoah Valley
By 1735, most of the family had moved to Frederick County, Virginia where they owned a

great deal of property in and around Kernstown and Winchester.  At this point, William was 75 and
Barbara was 65.

These Hoges were some of the first white settlers in the Shenandoah Valley.  Some of their
adult children stayed behind in Pennsylvania, where they made important contributions over the
years, including distinguished service in the Revolutionary War.

In 1745, William helped establish the
Opequon Presbyterian church at what is now
Winchester, Virginia.  It was the first organized
church in the Shenandoah Valley and the first
known Presbyterian congregation west of the Blue
Ridge Mountains.

William lived on his farm in Winchester
until his death at age 90 in 1749.  His wife
Barbara predeceased him, dying in 1745.

A memorial marker for William and Barbara Hoge is located in the adjacent cemetery, both
the church and cemetery are very close to where William and Barbara made their home.

Below you will find the ancestors between William Hoge from Scotland and your relatives.
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JAMES HOGE
1706-1795

Among the eight children of William Hoge (1660-1749) was his fourth son, James Hoge, who
was born in 1706 in Bedford, Pennsylvania.  We know that James married at least twice:  first in
1729 to Agnes Crawford (1700-17??) in Virginia in 1729.  She was the mother of his older three
children:

John Hoge (1730-1793)
James Mayo Hoge (1742-1812)  p See discussion of James Mayo Hoge which follows

Mary Hogue (about 1742-????)
Subsequent to Agnes’ death (presumably about 1743), James married Mary Nancy Griffith

(1702-1767).  Mary Nancy Griffith was the mother of his five younger children:
Solomon Hoge (1746-1793) Barbara Elizabeth Hoge (1751-1792)
Edward Hoge, Sr.  (1748-1782) Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge (1752-1820)
Martha Hoge (1750-????)
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James may have had a third wife, who is currently suspected to be a “Ms. Fulton”; there is a
strong possibility that she may have been named Agnes, the same as James’ first wife.  We know that
his Will probated in 1795 makes multiple references to his wife “Agnes”, who served as the
Executrix of his estate subsequent to his death.  However, we also know that his first wife, Agnes,
died sometime between 1742 and 1745.

Records of that time are rather sparse and most consist of probate proceedings and real estate
transactions.  We do have a record from the Hopewell Friends (Quaker) church in Frederick County,
Virginia indicating that Mary Hoge (wife of James) and James Hoge himself were called before the
church to give account for their failure to regularly attend church meetings.  Hopewell Friends
church history for the period 1734-1934 provides records of many of James’ neighbors getting into
trouble for marrying outside the Quaker church, training in the militia, failure to pay debts, fighting,
dancing and singing.  [This record is available on www.familysearch.org; search the Records there
for “Hopewell Friends”.]  Best we can tell, the above incidents in 1759 and 1760 were the only
infractions committed by James and his family members.

James Hoge died in Frederick, Virginia in 1795.  He is buried at Old Opequon Cemetery in
Kernstown, near Winchester, Virginia.

 James Hoge’s Last Will and Testament, probated in 1795, leaves to his wife Agnes Hoge, a
slave named Jude as well as a “widow’s share” of his estate, the rest of which was divided among
his children Moses, James, Martha Allen, Solomon, John, Mary Evans and Barbara Reed.  He also
made bequests of property to his grandsons Moses and Edward (sons of Edward, who had
predeceased his father and both of whom were under 21).  Both James’ Will and the inventory of his
estate are accessible through www.familysearch.org.

The book A History of Middle New River Settlements and Contiguous Territories, published
by Standard Printing & Publishing Co., in Huntington, West Virginia, 1906, tells us that James’ first
wife, Agnes, “gave him two sons, John and James, and a daughter, who was the mother of General
Robert Evans, founder of Evansville, Indiana, and she was also the mother of Mattie Evans, one of
the captives of Abb's Valley.”7 Further, this book states that John, the eldest son, became
“dissatisfied with his father's [second] marriage, left home and was never definitely heard from
afterward, though he was supposed to have been killed in Braddock's defeat on the Monongahela."

About 1756, James’ second son, James Mayo Hoge (1731-1812), left Frederick County,
Virginia and headed toward the frontier, looking for his older brother, John Hoge, who had left with
Gen. Edward Braddock (an immigrant from Perthshire, Scotland) in the 1755 French-American War
campaign against Fort Duquesne, which we now refer to as Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  John never
returned from the battle and is presumed to have died there.

James’ search for John was unsuccessful; however, during that search, James met the above-
mentioned Elizabeth Howe, the daughter of Joseph Howe.  In 1767, he acquired a large tract of land
on Back Creek in what is now Pulaski County, Virginia, adjacent to Joseph Howe’s property.

7  A family history researcher identified as “Brad LDTT-975” reports on www.familysearch.org that James
Evans (FamilySearch ID LZJM-3WD) was the father of Gen. Robert Morgan Evans and, further, that his “wife, Elizabeth
McMillan, apparently died 1799-1806, and James Evans then remarried to a Mary Hogue.”  This lead to the possibility
that the unnamed daughter of James Hoge and Agnes Hoge referenced above may have been “Mary”.  BRAD LDTT-975
makes reference to a biographical sketch of William H. Evans, grandson of James Evans, which states that James Evans
“married Mary Hogue [or Mary Hoge], who was of Scotch descent.  Of the off-spring of the union of James and Mary
[Hoge] Evans was Alexander Lyle Evans”, born in Frederick County, Virginia in 1806.   See History of Gibson County,
Indiana With Illustrations Descriptive of Its Scenery, and Biographical Sketches of Some of Its Prominent Men and
Pioneers  (Edwardsville, Ill., Jas. T. Tartt & Company, 1884), page 171.
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James Mayo Hoge and Elizabeth Howe were married in 1768 and it was the only marriage for
each of them.  James and Elizabeth had 13 children.  Together they built a home on land he called
“Hayfield”, now known as Belle-Hampton Farm in Dublin, Virginia.

James Mayo Howe died in 1812 and his widow Elizabeth Howe Hoge died in 1835.  Both are
buried at the “Howe Family Burying Ground” associated with Belle-Hampton Farm in Pulaski
County, Virginia.  The site is also known as Sunnyside Cemetery.

Ownership of the Belle-Hampton property has remained within multi-generational family
branches since it was established in 1767.  Belle-Hampton House is a registered Virginia Historic
Landmark.  You can learn more about James Mayo Hoge and the Belle-Hampton Farm at
www.belle-hampton.com.

Today, the Main House, the Cottage and the General’s Store/Post Office at Belle-Hampton
have all been fully restored and modernized.  The latter structure was renovated to be used as an
AirBnb while the Main House was restored to be used as a Family Office.

Belle-Hampton is currently a 280+ acre working farm
where Tom and Madeline Hoge breed Wagyu cattle.  The retreat
at Belle-Hampton features luxury accommodations for people
looking for a great escape in the Virginia countryside.  The
facility also features beautifully appointed conference rooms
which are available for rental.

Tom and Madeline Hoge are currently planning a major
gathering in 2026 to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the
founding of America in 1776 and the 200th anniversary of the
construction of Belle-Hampton in 1826.  Feel free to reach out to
Madeline at madeline@belle-hampton.com to gather more
information about this event.  You can also sign up on the Belle-
Hampton website to be added to their email list.
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Belle Hampton Happenings 
CultivatinglndividualandFamilylegaciesThrough 

Life's Continuous Journey 

WELCOME to The 
Family 

Thank you for signing up for our newsletter, Belle Hampton Happenings or for having an 

interest in Belle Hampton and its history in the New River Valley area. These past 

months have been very busy expanding our family with weddings and a birth of our new 

great niece, Madison. 

We also have completed some projects, big and small . Shuffle Back Pond is complete 

It has been quite a ride , but we are excited with the results. We also have been blessed 

with some historic donations from the Radford Presbyterian Church from the torn down 

Tyler Memorial Church. See more about the updates in our update video on the link 

below. 

We are actively preparing for a gathering in 2026, celebrating our country's founding, 

1776 and the building of Belle Hampton, 1826. So please share with us pictures and 

stories to include in this celebration. Send to madeline@belle-hampton.com (any format 

is fine, pictures, scans, documents, etc.). 

Thank you , 

Madeline S. Hoge 

Biogs: This, That and Then 

Under the 
Shade of the 
Family Tree 
The chapter's name, a metaphor, Munder 

the shade of the fami ly tree," struck me as 

profound. To me, family means everything. 

A tree gives one root. The older the family, 

the stronger the tree's roots. 

THU,OCT0S 

Angel Wings: 
One Child Can 
Forever Change 
the World 
As dawn broke on August 28, 1884, 

Governor Tyler rejoiced in having another 

daughter. His prayers were answered after 

the scary experience of almost losing his 

other baby girl, Eliza, to illness. He 

Madeline Hoge 

Belle Hampton 

We are looking for Hoge/Howe stories. 
or any relations on the family tree. If 

you are willing to share, send 

information to: 
madeline@belle-hampton.com 

Please follow us on social media or visit our website 

Belle-Hampton, 5853 Highland Rd, Dublin , VA, 24084, United States 
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Portrait of Moses Hoge (1752-1820), 6th President
of Hampden-Sydney College from 1807 until his
death in 1820.  Drawing by Alfred J. Morrison in
1912; in the public domain.

REV. DR. MOSES HOGE
1752-1820

It’s important not to confuse Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge with his
grandson, Rev. Dr. Moses Drury Hoge, who will be discussed
briefly below and again in the chapter focusing on Rev. Dr.
Peyton Harrison Hoge, whose most well-known literary work
was a biography of his famous uncle.

Moses Hoge was the youngest child of James Hoge and
Mary Nancy Griffith.  He was born in 1752 in Frederick
County, Virginia.  Moses joined the Continental army and saw
some service during the Revolutionary War.

Moses’ first wife was Elizabeth Poage, daughter of
John Poage of Staunton, Virginia (1759-1802).  She was the
mother of all of his children:

Rev. James Hoge (1784-1863)
Rev. John Blair Hoge (1790-1826)
Rev. Samuel Davis Hoge (1792-1846)
Dr. Thomas Poage Hoge (1793-1876)

His second wife was Mrs. Susannah Watkins Hunt, the
widow of William Pitt Hunt and daughter of Col.  James
Watkins of Prince Edward County, Virginia.  Rev. Hoge and
Susannah did not have any children together.

Three of his sons – James Hoge, John Blair Hoge and
Samuel Davis Hoge – and two of his grandsons – Moses
Drury Hoge and William James Hoge – became noted
Presbyterian ministers and prominent educators.  His fourth

son, Thomas Poage Hoge, was a medical doctor.
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Determined to enter the ministry, Moses Hoge became a pupil of the Rev. William Graham in
1778 at Timber Ridge College, then known as Liberty Hall Academy, afterward known as
Washington College, and finally eventually known as Washington and Lee University.  He received
his Bachelors Degree (“A.B”) there in 1785.  (This is also the college from which William L. Hoge,
Sr. graduated.)

Rev. Dr. Hoge for many years presided over the Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond,
Virginia, and was said to be one of the greatest preachers of his time.  He was the pastor of the
Presbyterian Church of Shepherdstown, Virginia (now West Virginia), for twenty years and was
famous as a preacher, theological teacher, and tract-writer.

His primary interest was in training ministers, and his efforts laid the groundwork for the
establishment of what became Union Theological Seminary.  Princeton University gave Rev. Hoge
a Doctorate of Divinity (D.D.) degree in 1810.  He served as the sixth president of Hampden-Sydney
College, from 1807 until his death in 1820.8

Rev. Dr. Hoge was known for his powerful, moving sermons. John Randolph of Roanoke
frequently went to hear Dr. Hoge preach and he said, "Doctor Hoge was the most eloquent man I
ever heard in the pulpit or out of it."  Among his many publications were Strictures on a Pamphlet
by the Rev. Jeremiah Walker, entitled Fourfold Foundation of Calvinism Examined and Shaken
(1793); Christian Panoply: an Answer to Paine's Age of Reason (1799), and Sermons (1820).

Rev. Dr. Hoge died at age 68 in 1820 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he is buried.  In the
Third Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, alongside the pulpit, is a large slab erected in his memory
with this inscription:

Near this monument erected by filial affection, reposes all that was mortal of the Rev. Moses
Hoge, D.D., president of Hampden-Sydney College, and professor of Divinity in the Union
Theological Seminary of the Synod of Virginia. A man of genius, profound erudition, and ardent
piety, he lived, loved, and died lamented, aged sixty-eight. From the general assembly of the United
States of America to the general assembly of the church in Heaven, his translation, afflictive to his
friends, but joyous to himself, was accomplished July 5, 1820.

8  Hampden-Sydney College (sometimes misspelled as Hampton-Sidney, or variations thereof)
is a private liberal arts men’s college in Hampden Sydney, Virginia, founded in 1776.  It is the oldest
privately chartered college in the Southern United States and remains affiliated with the Presbyterian
Church (USA).  Quoting from the college’s history on its website:  “Dr. John Witherspoon, the Scottish
president of the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University), chose the name Hampden–Sydney
to symbolize devotion to the principles of representative government and full civil and religious freedom
which John Hampden (1594–1643) and Algernon Sydney (1622–1683) had outspokenly supported, and for which they
had given their lives, in England's two great constitutional crises of the previous century.”  To learn more, see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hampden–Sydney_College.
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REV. SAMUEL DAVIS HOGE
1792-1826

Samuel Davis Hoge was born in 1792 to Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge (1752-1820) and his first wife,
Elizabeth Poage (1759-1802).  He was the third of four sons, three of whom went into the ministry. 
The fourth son followed a different path and became a medical doctor.

Let’s first talk about a small “elephant in the room”.  If you
start your own research on your Hoge ancestors and you get to the
1800s, you are bound to encounter “Samuel Davies Hoge”.  The
majority of the references we found list his middle name as
“Davies”.

Genealogists like to rely on what we call “primary sources”
to support our work.  Birth certificates, though not infallible, are
a prime example of a primary source.  Census records are not the
best primary sources simply because (1) the U.S. did not do its
first census until 1790, (2) a large number of those records were
damaged or lost in the years before microfilming and (3) the
census takers in the early years were notorious for relying heavily
on “hearsay” or common knowledge about names of children, their
ages, etc., not to mention how to spell their names, which was
often done phonetically.  This is further complicated with how
difficult it sometimes is to read their writing.

In the case of this particular Samuel D. Hoge, it is your
editor’s considered opinion that his family would chose his
preferred spelling to put on his grave marker.  In this instance, his
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middle name is very clearly spelled “Davis”, not “Davies”.  Seems this is “done and dusted”, as they
say.

Getting back to the biography of Samuel Davis Hoge, he was born April 16, 1792 in
Shepherdstown, Berkeley County, Virginia.  His father was the famous preacher and orator, Moses
Hoge.  His father was also the 6th President of Hampden-Sydney College, from which Samuel
graduated in 1810.  He was ordained as a minister in 1813 at a meeting of the Hanover Presbytery
in Lynchburg, Virginia.  The ordination ceremony was presided over by Samuel’s father.

Samuel married only once, to Elizabeth Rice Lacy (1797-1842).  This is where the LACY
name comes into our genealogy!  She was the daughter of Rev. Drury Lacy (1758-1815) and Nancy
Ann Smith (1760-1815).  And this is where the famous name DRURY comes into play!  

And so, with this marriage, we had the confluence of two important ministerial streams – Drury
Lacy and Moses Hoge.

Samuel and Elizabeth were the parents of five children:
Samuel Hogue (1817-1879)
Moses Drury Hoge (1818-1899)
Ann Lacy Hoge (1821-1899)
Elizabeth Poage Hoge (1823-1847)
William James Hoge (1825-1864)

Their youngest son was reportedly named for his uncles, William Lacy and James Hoge.9

Elizabeth Hoge is described as “gifted in song, and had rare conversational powers, while her
beautiful housekeeping and gracious hospitality added to the attractiveness of their home.  They had
not the pictures and ornaments that now add so much to the charm of our homes, but neither did their
neighbors, and they did not miss them; but the charm of Christian courtesy and Christian love was
there; which is far better.”10

Samuel attended Hampden-Sydney College during his father’s tenure as President and
graduated in 1810.  He was ordained in 1813.  He was employed as a Tutor at the College and
eventually served as a Professor and later as its Vice President.

In 1816, Samuel resigned his position at Hampden-Sydney College to become pastor of
Presbyterian churches in Culpepper and Madison, Virginia.  (It was commonplace then for a minister
to attend the congregations of more than one house of worship.)

In 1821, decided to take his young family and head west.  He became the pastor of Presbyterian
churches in Hillsborough and Rocky Springs, Ohio, where he continued for two years.

Hampered by poor health, he accepted a position as Professor of Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy at Ohio University in Athens, which included preaching in the college chapel and in the
local church, as often as his health would allow.  But in 1825, his health declined and he suffered
from some ailment of the liver.  

Samuel Davis Hoge’s health had been feeble for years.  He suffered from violent cramps
accompanied by excruciating pain.  According to an account written by his son, Moses Drury Hoge,
in December 1826, at the age of 54:

“. . . he was writing a note on a book resting on his knee, when he was suddenly seized with a
violent cramp, in the leg.  Such was the force of the contraction that the thigh bone was broken!
Had the bone been sound, this could scarcely have been possible.  After he fell, some of the
students in the adjacent room heard his groans, and the door of the Philosophical room being

9  See Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters by Peyton Harrison Hoge, 1899, page 27.

10  See Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters by Peyton Harrison Hoge, 1899, page 27.
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fastened with a spring lock, they burst it open, and at his request made a litter, and carried him to
his residence.  The broken limb was set by a skillful surgeon, but never united.  He lingered about
a fortnight {two weeks}, and on Christmas Eve of the year 1826, finding that he was near his end,
he summoned his family to his bedside to receive his dying benediction. . . . he folded his hands,
upon his breast, closed his eyes, and continued evidently engaged in prayer until the hour of his
release and translation came.”11

Samuel’s wife Elizabeth is believed to have died in 1842 in Virginia.

Rev. Drury Lacy – 
Father of Elizabeth Rice Lacy, who married Samuel Davis Hoge

We don’t know a lot about Elizabeth Rice Lacy but we know a fair amount about her father,
Drury Lacy (1758-1815)  He was a Presbyterian minister, moderator of the Presbyterian General
Assembly and served as Vice President and later served as Acting President of Hampden-Sydney
College (1789-1797).  He was also a very famous orator.

Drury Lacy was born in 1758 in Chesterfield, Virginia.  His parents were William Lacy (1712-
1775) and Elizabeth Rice (1715-1770).  His mother died when he was about 10 and his father when
he was 16.  Not long after his mother’s death, Drury lost his left hand when a gun exploded.  He was
asked to fire it by a soldier at the county muster who had loaded it so deeply with gun powder that
he was afraid to fire it himself.  The weapon exploded, terribly mangling and tearing off Drury's left
hand.  Without the use of two hands, it was going to be difficult, if not impossible, for Drury to
become a pioneer farmer so he pursued his education and eventually the ministry.

That education was abruptly interrupted when Drury’s father died in 1775.  He had to return
home to help his sisters run the homestead, which they were eventually forced to sell.  Though he
was almost entirely self-taught, Drury began his career as a teacher.  By 18, he was working as a
tutor for the children of a minister and eventually began working as a tutor at Hampden-Sydney
College, where he was continuing his education.

Drury Lacy married Nancy Ann Smith in 1738 at Powhatan County, Virginia.  They had six
children:

William Sterling Lacy (1791-1880)
James Horace Lacy (1793-1873)
Mary Smith Lacy (1795-1796)
Elizabeth Rice Lacy (1797-1842)
Judith Smith Lacy (1799-1862)
Drury Lacy, Jr. (1802-1884)

“Collections of the Virginia Historical Society”, Volume 5, tells us the Drury Lacy “possessed
marked powers of oratory.  He could lift up his voice like a trumpet, and its silvery notes fell sweetly
upon the ears of the most distant auditors in large congregations, wherever assembled, in houses or
in the open air.  A silver finger affixed to the wrist of his shattered hand gave him the name of ‘silver
hand’.”  We get a slightly different account from the website “Presbyterians of the Past”:

“Drury Lacy went through life with his stump covered by a silver cup which had a device in which
eating utensils and other hand-held items could be clamped for use. Prosthetics are nothing new.
As the years passed he came to be called ‘Old Silver Fist’ by some of his less-than-kind peers and

11  See Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters by Peyton Harrison Hoge, 1899, page 28.  Account directly
attributed to Samuel Davis Hoge’s son, Moses Drury Hoge.
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later his colleagues in ministry modified the nickname into a more dignified ‘Lacy with the silver

hand and the silver voice’.” 12

His son, Rev. William Sterling Lacy, wrote in William Sprague’s “Annals of the American
Pulpit” that, when his father “went into the pulpit, there was frequently in his preaching a solemnity
and pathos, a freshness and vigour, a penetrating, burning, melting eloquence which I have never
known surpassed.”

Rev. Drury Lacy is described as having been over six feet tall, about 200 pounds and having
blue eyes.  He died November 6, 1815 in Philadelphia, immediately after undergoing surgery for
“kidney calculi” (kidney stones).  Two days later, back in Virginia, his wife Nancy died.  She never
received the letter her husband had written from his own death bed in Philadelphia.

12  Presbyterians of the Past’s biography of Drury Lacy:
https://www.presbyteriansofthepast.com/2020/09/04/drury-lacy-1758-1815
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Moses Drury Hoge, D.D., LL.D. 13 –
Son of Samuel Davis Hoge, Grandson of Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge, Uncle of Peyton Harrison Hoge

Arguably the most famous of the 18th and 19th Century Hoges
was Moses Drury Hoge.  He must not be confused with his paternal
grandfather, Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge, who acquired a fair amount of
fame in his own right.  But Rev. Dr. Moses Drury Hoge carved his
own path and authored a tremendous body of work, all of which is
surveyed in tremendous detail in Peyton Harrison Hoge’s 1899 book,
Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters.  (The bibliography that follows
contains a link where this book can be downloaded for free and
reviewed at your leisure.)

So much has already been written and recorded about Rev.
Hoge.  We shall only hit here upon selected high points as he is not
in the direct line of the primary subjects of this book.  He was the
uncle of Peyton Harrison Hoge, upon whom we will focus in due
course.

Thomas C. Hoge, of New York, in writing to Rev. Moses D.
Hoge, D.D., wrote with significant familial pride:

"There is no grander or nobler lineage in this or any other country than this one and my researches warrant
me in saying that I know of none to equal it. In our earlier history, our ancestors-were princes and gentlemen,
noble not only in blood, but noble of soul; and generation after generation, through centuries of time, have
come and passed away, each leaving the same unwavering record of high lofty character, undeviating
Christian principles, humble faith and devotion and social supremacy, which neither change of time nor
circumstance nor condition could deteriorate. it is a curious fact that the underlying characteristics of the
family appear to have always the same."

The above quote was included in a letter dated August 31, 1880 from D. Kaine of Uniontown,
Pennsylvania to Mr. F. L. Hoge of Wheeling, West Virginia, found at:
https://www.electricscotland.com/history/world/bios/hoge_family.htm

Moses Drury Hoge was born September 17, 1818 in Hampden Sydney, Virginia, while his
grandfather, Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge, was serving as President of Hampden-Sydney College and his
father, Samuel Davis Hoge, was a professor.  His other grandfather, Rev. Drury Lacy, had also been
President of the College; he died about three years before Moses was born.

Samuel Davis Hoge died when his son Moses was only 8 years old, leaving him, his mother
and his siblings to make ends meet by renting out rooms in a boarding house in Ohio.  Theirs was
certainly not an easy life.  It does not appear that Moses’ mother Elizabeth Rice Lacy remarried and
she died in 1842 when Moses was only 24 years old.

Moses married Susan Morton Wood (1825-1868) in Prince Edward County, Virginia in 1844. 
They were the parents of eight children:

Bessie Lacy Hoge (1845-1911)
Mary Roche Hoge (1847-1902)
Fanny Wood Hoge (1849-1851, died about age 2)
Susan Josephine Hoge (1853-1856, died about age 3)
Alexander Lacy Hoge (1859-1864, died about age 4)

13  The degree of D.D. {Doctor of Divinity} was conferred on Moses Drury Hoge by Hampden-Sydney College
in June 1854.  The degree of LL.D. {Legum Doctor or “teacher of the laws”} was conferred on him by Washington and
Lee University at its commencement ceremony in June 1886.
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Moses Drury Hoge, Jr. (1861-1920)
Genevieve Hope Hoge (1864-1865, died about 3 months)

We don’t know anything about the circumstances of the four little children of Moses Drury
Hoge who died so young and we can only imagine their grief.  We do know, however, that they are
all buried at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, Virginia, as are their parents.

Moses was the valedictorian of his 1839 graduating class at Hampden-Sydney College.  He was
preached briefly at the First Presbyterian Church in Richmond before establishing the Second
Presbyterian Church of Richmond, Virginia, serving there for its first 54 years – from its formation
in 1845 until his death in 1899.  When the church experienced economic hardship, he used his own
personal money to fund its operation.

Rev. Dr. Hoge was the editor of the Central Presbyterian publication and its frequent
contributor from 1855 until 1879.

Moses’ father, Rev. Samuel Davis Hoge, had strongly opposed slavery.  Nevertheless, Moses,
who was born just eight years before Samuel died, became a slave owner and, further, a unflinching,
passionate supporter of the Confederate States of America.  However, he reportedly offered freedom
to the slaves he acquired from his wife’s estate but only one accepted the offer and the rest remained
with Moses and his wife.  In another instance, he is reported to have purchased five slaves, relatives
of his own hired servants, and then set them free.  Whether he truly abhorred slavery or not is
unknown; however, he never actually condemned it and further he spend many years preached and
counseling the troops as well as the upper echelon of Confederate authority.

He argued vehemently that the American Civil War was not about slavery, holding fast to the
idea that the North fought for its great political idea about maintaining the Union while the South
fought for its own political idea of local self-government.

Among the regular attendees at his Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond were Confederate
Gen. Stonewall Jackson, D. H. Hill, Thomas R. R. Cobb and Maxcy Gregg, Confederate Secretary
of War John C. Breckinridge and Confederate Vice President Alexander H. Stephens.

Rev. Moses Drury Hoge contributed mightily to the rebel cause.  He frequently preached to the
Confederate troops and was the Honorary Chaplain of the Confederate Congress.  He was a personal
friend and confidant of Gen. Robert E. Lee.  He went almost daily to the Capitol building in
Richmond to pray and provide counsel. He wrote his brother in the early days of the War:

“My 6 sermons a week, and funerals extra, might fill up all my time reasonably well, with pastoral
visits thrown in to fill up the chinks, but it is only the beginning of the Illiad.  I have opened
Congress every day this session. . . . life of late has been all work and no play with me. . . .  I have
been preaching the last three Sunday afternoons to the Fourteenth Regiment near the reservoir.”

His was a regular presence at gatherings of the Confederate troops at the Capitol and in the
actual battlefields, praying and counseling with the men who were coming face to face with death. 
It is estimated that up to 100,000 Confederate soldiers heard the gospel from Rev. Hoge, who tried
to weave together the notion that slavery and Christian faith could go hand in hand.

On June 1, 1862, Rev. Hoge was literally in the middle of the Battle of Seven Pines, about six
miles east of Richmond.  The Union suffered 5,031 casualties with 790 killed and the Confederacy
suffered somewhat more, 6,134 casualties in total with 980 killed.  This was the second largest and
bloodiest battle of the War at the time, after the Battle of Shiloh.  Rev. Hoge gave this first-hand
description:

“We halted a moment at a building about two miles this side of the battle-field, where we saw
a great number of our wounded – which had been brought and laid, some of them on the floor, and
others on the ground around the house – our surgeons standing over them with bloody hands and
knives, busy making amputations, in bandaging up wounds. Before reaching this building, we saw
many of our men wounded, yet able to walk, staggering towards the city; others were conveyed on
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horseback, in ambulances, or in litters, carried by their comrades.  Some of these men were
groaning, others seemed ready to faint with pain or loss of blood, while others went along sang
froid. . . .”14 15

“Passing the temporary hospital, near the roadside, I begged . . . to go in and take a look at
the condition of things there.  It was a spectacle at which the Angels might weep!  No one knows
what war is who has not seen military hospitals; not of the sick but of the cut, maimed and
mutilated in all the ways in which the human body can be dishonored and disfigured.  Inside the
hospital on the floor, the men lay so thick that it was difficult to walk without stepping on them. . . . 
I kneeled down and prayed God to comfort them, give them patience under their sufferings, spare
their lives, bless those dear to them, and satisfy to them in their present trials. . . .

“On the ride back to town, the scene which the road presented was one never to be forgotten. 
Artillery and baggage, wagons were coming out, while ambulances, hacks, buggies and persons on
horseback, and hundreds on foot, were going in.  These, meeting in narrow places, blocked up the
way.  Omnibus and other heavy vehicles were fast stuck in the mud, which drivers were trying to
prize out; and in the midst of the noise and the confusion the groans of wounded men, jolted and
jerked about, could be heard everywhere.

“I was glad when the first gas lights of the city came in view, fatigued as I was, covered with
mud, and wet from wading the swamp road after I gave up my horse to [a] wounded boy. . . . 

“On reaching home, I found [my wife] good Susan, standing in the front door, watching and
waiting for me.  She was anxious for my return, but not alarmed, as some women would have been
– knowing I had gone to the battle-field.  Had I not returned during the night, she would have been
satisfied that I remained because I saw some opportunity of being useful.” 16

In 1863, at the height of the War, Rev. Moses Drury Hoge ran the Federal blockade set up
along the Virginia coast.  He sailed to England to solicit donations of Bibles to bring back to the men
and women devoted to the southern cause.  The British looked beyond their recently acquired
distaste for slavery and saw instead their greater desire to maintain lines of commerce with the
American South.

Rev. Hoge was able to return to America with 35,000 bibles, prayer books and testaments.  By
comparison, Rev. Hoge’s run through the blockade en route to England probably seems easy.  On
the return trip, he had to sail first to Halifax, Nova Scotia, then to Nassau, Bermuda.  From there,
he was aboard a notorious blockade runner known as “The Advance”.  Approaching Wilmington,
North Carolina , the Federal fleet was in view.  The captain steamed ahead and they were fired upon
by the Yankees.  The Confederate guns at Ft. Fisher began firing at the Union ships pursuing “The
Advance”.

Sadly, the majority of the bibles and testaments Rev. Hoge acquired and so fearlessly brought
back to the Confederacy never actually made it to their destination.  Most were confiscated by the
Union army in 1863.17

14  "Sang-froid" is a French term that means "cool blood". It's used to describe calmness in a difficult or
dangerous situation.  The word "sang-froid" is made up of the words "sang" (blood) and "froid" (cold). It comes from
the Latin words sanguis and frigidus.

15  Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters by Peyton Drury Hoge (1899), pages 157-158.

16  Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters by Peyton Drury Hoge (1899), pages 162-163.

17  In an article entitled “Bible Publication and Procurement in the Confederacy” by W. Harrison Daniel,
published in The Journal of Southern History, Vol. 24, No. 2 (May, 1958), pp. 191-201, found at
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2208873?origin=crossref, we learn:

In 1863 the Rev. Moses D. Hoge of Richmond was sent as an emissary of the Virginia Bible
Society to procure Bibles from the British.  Hoge was to purchase thirty-five thousand Bibles and
Testaments for the Virginia Bible Society, plus an order of tracts and Bibles for the Presbyterian
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Rev. Hoge was able to distribute a few sample bibles to the Confederate troops and he did
receive letters of thanks and commendation from Robert E. Lee and Jeb Stuart.  But, ultimately, his
mission to bring thousands of Bible back from England was not a success.

By this time, 24 years into their marriage, Susan Hoge had lost her father, mother, brother, five
grown sisters and four children.  Certainly the couple had dealt with a massive amount of grief and
depression.  Their baby girl, Genevieve Hope Hoge, had been born October 10, 1864.  Just three
months later, January 7, 1865, she was dead . . . the fourth child the couple had lost in their marriage
and it happened during the nine-month long siege of Richmond by the Union Army.

Richmond fell to the Union Army on April 2, 1865, leaving the Confederate capitol
defenseless.  President Jefferson Davis, his Cabinet and the surviving Confederate defenders fled
south on the last open railroad line.  Rev. Hoge went with them and spent six weeks with the upper
echelon of the floundering Confederate government.

Just one week later, the “War of Northern Aggression” was over.  On April 9, 1865, Rev.
Hoge’s close personal friend, Confederate General Robert E. Lee, surrendered his troops to Union
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House in Virginia.  The Confederacy was done.

Rev. Hoge deeply lamented the loss of the southern cause, his beloved southern way of life,
calling it the “dark providence of God”.  His life, his work, his ministry and his devotion was forever
tied to the Confederacy and southern culture.  Surely, he was in the throes of deep despair and
despondency.  As a result of the War, Rev. Hoge had lost his country, his money, his health, several
of his infant children and his wife.  He wrote his sister in May 1865:

“I forget my humiliation for a while in sleep, but the memory of every bereavement comes back
heavily, like a sullen sea surge, on awaking, flooding and submerging my soul with anguish. The
idolized expectation of a separate nationality, of a social life and literature and civilization of our
own, together with a gospel guarded against the contamination of New England infidelity, all this
has perished, and I feel like a shipwrecked mariner thrown up like a seaweed on a desert shore. I
hope my grief is manly. I have no disposition to indulge in lousy complaints. God’s dark providence
has enraptured me like a pall. I cannot comprehend, but I will not charge Him foolishly; I cannot
explain, but I will not murmur. To me our overthrow is the worst thing that could have happened
to the South – the worst thing that could have happened for the North, and for the cause of
constitutional freedom and of religion on the continent. But the Lord has prepared his throne in the
heavens and His Kingdom rules over all. I have not been very well since the surrender. Other seas
will give up their dead, but my hopes went down in to one from which there is no resurrection.”

Committee of Publication.  Before leaving Richmond for the blockade-runner at Charleston, South
Carolina, he was given letters of recommendation which were to help him on his mission in England. 
His trip was successful, and by early March 1863 Hoge was in London. His personal friendship with
James M. Mason expedited his work.  Mason introduced him to Lord Shaftesbury, chairman of the
board of managers of the British and Foreign Bible Society. Shaftesbury arranged for him to address
not only the board of the Bible Society but also the board of the Religious Tract Society.  The success
of Hoge's mission may be measured by its results.  The board of managers of the British and Foreign
Bible Society gave him a grant of 10,000 Bibles, 50,000 New Testaments, and 250,000 portions of
Psalms and Gospels.  The total value of the gift was £4,000.  The Tract Society gave him tracts and
pamphlets valued at £300.  Hoge shipped the literature in small quantities and at different times,
thereby hoping to reduce the risk of large amounts of it falling into enemy hands as it came into the
Confederacy.  In October Hoge was back in Richmond.

All efforts at printing Bibles at home and procuring them abroad fell short of supplying the
need. A final possibility was to obtain them from the North. Although the 1861 order placing a ban
on trade with the South was never revoked, it did not prevent some Bibles from entering the South
under a flag of truce.   [Excerpted from pages 198-199; see the original publication linked above for
full footnotes and sources.]
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Susan Morton Wood Hoge
1825-1868

Dr. Hoge apparently attempted to dispel his despair by becoming active with post-war
Reconstruction.  This effort came to a screeching halt in 1868 when he suffered a bout of facial
paralysis which made it impossible for him to speak.  Obviously, he could not preach and the great
orator was suddenly silent.  Fortunately, this condition lasted only a few months and his power of
speech returned.

In this same year, probably still reeling from all she had endured during
her marriage, the deaths of so many loved ones and the suffering she witnessed
during the War, in the spring of 1868, Susan Hoge fell seriously ill.  On
November 23rd, 1868 she died and is buried at Hollywood Cemetery in
Richmond, surrounded by the babies she had lost, her family that had already
passed on and no doubt many friends and loved ones from throughout
Richmond.

For 30 years after the Civil War ended, Rev. Hoge continued to serve as
a pastor at Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond.  He visited and preached
at solders’ homes.  In 1872, he preached at Princeton College and later in
Philadelphia and New York.  He preached in London in 1888, in front of
Queen Victoria.

On October 2, 1898, Rev. Hoge preached a sermon at Second Presbyterian Church on “Cause
and Cure of Despondency.”  We can only imagine the profound sense of “despondency” he himself
had been carrying for four decades.

In this sermon, he described Psalm 42, verse 5, as ending
“triumphantly, but in its progress there are notes of deepest
sadness.”  He went on to say:

“Because of its varying tones [despondency] has been aptly
compared to the successive aspects of a storm, when the wind
shakes the forest until the trees groan and smite one another,
while clouds hide the sun and cast a portentous gloom over the
scene, until by and by there is a pause in the tempest, a hush in
the uproar, a rift in the sky; and as the light returns, the carol of
the little bird is heard as it sings in the tree-top, and nature
smiles and rejoices in the new glory that gilds the earth.”

It’s easy to imagine that Dr. Hoge felt much the way
David, the author of the Psalm, felt as his despair
overwhelmed him during his flight from his son Absalom,
who was trying to kill David and take his throne.  Hopefully,
preparing and giving this sermon was therapeutic for Rev. Dr. Hoge.

Just a month later, on November 4, 1898, the buggy being driven by Rev. Dr. Hoge was struck
by a trolley car.  He was thrown into the air and critically injured.  He lingered for two months,
suffering from his injuries and died on January 6, 1899.  The people of Richmond lined the streets
to Hollywood Cemetery to pay their respects and over 5,000 people attended his funeral.  He was
buried next to his beloved wife Susan, who had died 30 years earlier.

At the commemoration of the 45th anniversary of his pastorate in 1890, a Richmond Times-
Dispatch editorial proclaimed:  “There is no man in this city whose career, both in the sacred and
civic walks of life, has shed abroad a more beneficial light or exercised a more exalted influence than
that of Dr. Hoge.”

An editorial in The Slate commented:  “The entire South is proud of Dr. Hoge for he is
regarded not only as a great moral leader and pulpit orator but as a splendid champion of Southern
civilization.” 
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CAU'SB Alm ClJll OF DBSPOl'fD
Bl'ICY.• 

BY MosES D. HooB, D. D. , LL. D., 
(PBESBYTEJlliN SOUTH), RICHlllOND, 

VA. 

W1ay art thou M4' d0ton, 0 my l<'ul, 
and UJhy art thou diMJuietul toithin 
~ 1 Hof¥ thou in God, for I ,hall 
yet praue him toho u tlie health of 
my coununanu and my God.-Psalm 
:zlil 11. 

Tme psalm fa not wholly joyous 
throughout. It ends triumphantly, 

• Preecb, ID the Second Preolbyterlan 
aim., aa.da7 mol'lllnc, October ll. 1898. 



To quote a sermon by Alex W. Evans, Pastor of Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond
since 2008, at the celebration of the Church’s 175th Anniversary in 2020:

Moses Hoge was so caught up in the culture, the southern cause; he was blind to the injustices that
were in front of him. Moses Hoge was so connected to society and southern ways that he failed to
recognize what God’s purposes entail. In this way, he helped to set a course for Christian faith and
injustice that we continue to wrestle with even to this day. White supremacy and white fragility and
racial injustices have been perpetuated far too long.18

Today, we look at the issues that gave rise to the Civil War through a different lens.  We are
able to see the evils of slavery and an entire economy built literally on the backs of enslaved people. 
But, in Richmond, in the 1860s, the culture of the white majority looked at an enslaved labor force
as being essential to their way of life and therefore felt it was justified.

Even today (2023), Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond, Virginia continues to recognize
the last Sunday in June as “Moses Hoge Sunday”, focusing on his legacy and theology.  On its
website, that church describes the man’s life story and ministry as being “complicated”.  The church
website makes this observation:  “He was a man of his time and reflected the prevailing culture and
attitudes of most whites in Richmond during the Civil War era.”

The list of Rev. Hoge’s books, sermons and other published work is extensive.  Log College
Press [www.logcollegepress.com/moses-drury-hoge] offers free downloads of most of them:

The Success of Christianity, an Evidence of Its Divine Origin (1853)
Honorable Old Age: A Sermon Preached at the Funeral of Capt. Benjamin

Sheppard (1855)
September 2, 1857 Letter Regarding Samuel D. Hoge (1857, 1858)
"The Christian Statesman": A Discourse Delivered at the Funeral of Hon. John

Hemphill, LL. D., in the Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va., Jan.
7th, 1862 (1862)

The Victory Won: A Memorial of the Rev. William James Hoge, D. D. (1864)
Appeal to the People of Virginia (1865)
The Richmond Eclectic, Vol. 1 (1866-1867)
The Richmond Eclectic, Vol. 2 (1867)
Inauguration of the Stonewall Jackson Statue: Introductory Address of Governor

Kemper and Oration by Rev. Moses D. Hoge, D.D. (1876, 1885)
Address on Presbyterianism (1877)
May 8, 1880 Letter (1880)
Address of Rev. Dr. Hoge at the Funeral of Judge Robert Ould (1882, 1883)
Memorial Discourse on the Planting of Presbyterianism in Kentucky One Hundred

Years Ago (1883)
The Great Evidence of Christianity (1883)
Letter on the Eternal Punishment of the Wicked (1884)
Memorial of Wm. S. Plumer, D.D., LL.D. (1884)
Family Religion (1886)
Partakers of Glory (1886)
“Say So” (1887)
Ye Have Known the Father (1889)
The Great Question (1889)
City Evangelization - Its Methods (1889)

18  Website of Second Presbyterian Church on “Moses Hoge Sunday”:
https://www.2presrichmond.org/175/march22
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CHALLENGE TO OUR READERS:
Rev. Moses Drury Hoge is the most famous member of our family line. 

His brother, Rev. William James Hoge, was the father of Peyton Harrison
Hoge, who wrote the seminal account of his uncle’s life and times.

Though Moses Drury Hoge is not a direct, linear ancestor of the
William Lacy Hoges of Louisville, it’s obvious that his life and ministry held
a tremendous fascination for Peyton Harrison Hoge.  Writing Moses Drury
Hoge: Life and Letters was an enormous labor of love.

We have highlighted in this book the lives of not only Moses Drury
Hoge but numerous other individuals to illustrate how our ancestors can be
examined to the point that their lives and impact becomes absolutely real.

My challenge to you is to read the article linked below.  We believe this
will inspire you to be genuinely interested in your ancestry and your heritage
as descendants of  this quite remarkable family descended from William Hoge
who immigrated to America from Scotland is 1682.

“Bible Publication and Procurement in the Confederacy” by
W. Harrison Daniel, published in The Journal of Southern
History, Vol. 24, No. 2 (May, 1958), pp. 191-201, found at:
    https://www.jstor.org/stable/2208873?origin=crossref

Calamities Not Indicative of God’s Lack of Mercy (1889)
Christ’s Method of Reconciling the Antagonisms of Society (1889)
Commemoration of Forty-Five Years of Service by the Rev. Moses Drury Hoge,

D.D., LL.D., as Pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, of the City of
Richmond, Virginia (1890)

Introduction to Robert P. Kerr’s Hymns of the Ages For Public and Social
Worship (1891)

The Presbyterian Church in the United States (1892)
An Address (1894)
Funeral Reform (1896)
The Educational Influence of Presbyterianism on National Life (1896)
The Changing World and the Unchanging God (1896)
Relation of the Westminster Standards to Foreign Missions (1897)
Cause and Cure of Despondency: A Sermon (1898)
Regnant Men:  A Funeral Address for Robert Lewis Dabney (1899)
The Perfection of Beauty and Other Sermons by Rev. Moses Drury Hoge, D.D.,

LL.D. (published posthumously in 1904)
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Obituary of Moses Drury Hoge
1818-1899

Published in the Baltimore Sun on January 6, 1899
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Baltimore Sun January 6, 1899 

REV. DR. MOSES D. HOGE 
Death O f This Distina-uished 

Presbyterian Divine In 
Riclunond, Va. 

HE WAS OVER 80 YEARS OLD 

i Injurie s Received In A Driving 
Accident Hastened His 

Death, 

Paotor Of The Sec,,nd Presbyterlah 
Cl1oreh Of R ich,noncl For Over Fifty 

'\.·ea rs-Other Positions Of Honor Autl 

.Resi,oasJbiUty-His 8ervJces Dur lna: 
T h e War. 

(Speclnl Dispatch to the Baltimore Sun.] 
U1cu110::sn, YA., JA-~. 0.-Rev. Dr. )loses 

D. Hoge, the eminent Presbyterian divine, 
and for o'l"Cr fl!tJ- yea.rs. pastor o! the Sec
ond Presbyterlnn Church of this clty, died 
at 2 A. l'\f., In the eighty-first year o! his 
age, bn'"lug been born September 17, 1818. 

Dr. Hoge w,is taken critically Ill at the 
Greenbrier White Sulphur Springs last 
summer, and for several weeks his life 
was d rspnlred of. He flulllly rallied, how. 
e'\"'er, and was r~moYed to his home, in 
Richmond, where he continued to lmproT'e .. 
Se,·ernl weeks ago. while drl'"lng out, bis 
vehtcle came in collision with an electric 
street car, and Dr. Hoge was seriously 
Injured. two of his ribs being broken, be
sides whlch he sustained severe cuts antl 
bruises. For a tlm:e he seemed to rally 
from bis Injuries, but for the past w eek bis 
condition da l!y grew worse, and the end 
came as stated above. 

Sketch Of Dr. Hoge, 
ReY. Dr. Moses D . Hoge wns born In the 

county of Prince Edward, Virginia, an,1 
was descended on bis father's side trom 
ancestors 'Tirho eruigt·ated from Srotl:llld 
and settled In Frederick connty, Vlrglnl:i, 
In 1736, on the domain of Thomas Lord 
Fairfax, of colonial memory. His grnnd
tntber wns Dr. Moses Hoge, president •lt 
Humpden-Sidney College, and one of tho 
most eminent among grent nnd good minis• 
tcrs who have so enrlcbed the Pres]),·. 
terlan church In Virginia. John Randolph 
says in one of his letters that he was the 
'Cl0St eloquent man he e\"er heard in the 
pulpit or out of It. 

1\linhlterfa) Sons. 
Three of his sons became mlnlsters of 

the gospel. viz., Dr. Jnmes Hoge. o! Co• 
Jumbos, Oblo., John Blair Hoge, of Rlcb
mvnd, Yu .. and Samuel Du'\"'Jes Hoge, presi
dent of Athens College, Ohio. The last
named died eA.rJy In 1ife, leaving two sons, 
who became ministers ot the gospel, tho 
younger of whom was the late Rev. "-- J. 
Hoge, D. D .. and the eldcL· was the solJ
ject of this sketch. On the mat rnal side 
Dr. Hoge descended from the fo.mily :,f 
Lacys who emigrated from England to 
Ylrglnin In early colonial times. 

His grandfather ·was the Re¥. Drury 
Lacy, D. D., president of Hampden-Sidney 
College, a minister of. great ewluc.nce and 
worth. Two of bis sons became mlnlstE'rs
the Re'I"". WIiiiam S. Lecy, o! Loublnna, 
nnd Re\'. Drury Lac;. D. D., formerl}· 
pre !dent of DaYidson College and now of 
Rlllelgb. X. C. Mnny of the remoter de
scendants of both Dr. Hoge and Dr. Lacy 
ba ve also entered the office of the min
istry. 

In Riclunond. 
Dr. Hoge·s ministry began In Rkbmond 

In 1844. IDs church wa~ built In l!HS. ln
lltn tlons to the presidency ot Hampden
Sidney College and other llternrs lnsUtu
Uons, to become a pllstor In Le:<lngrnn, 
,a., St. Louls, Brooklyn, New York. Nasb
\'ille, Philadelphia. New Orleans, Charles
ton and elsewhere never tempted him from 
the field of his first labors. It bas fallen 
to the lot of few men to attract such con
gregations as habitually attended his min
t try, and still larger were his audiences 
,·here,·er be went to preach or lecture. 

Ot'her Positions:. 
Dr. Hoge was o!ton appointed to po•I• 

,_ons of honor and rosponsiblllty by the 
Southern General Assembly or the Pres
byterian Cb urcb. ln 187o be was unan i-' 
mousl:r elected to the moderator·• chair in 
the assembll·, which met In St. Louls. In 
187G, In the assembly con'"ened In Savan
nah. Ga., he ad'"ocated. and carried by 
o,erwhelmlng majorlUes, two measures 
grea Uy opposed at the 1.ime by some of the 
most di!:=tinguished member~. These were 
the establishment of "fraternal relations" 
-not "organic unlon'f-wltb the Northern 
Presbyter!a n church, and the sending ot 
commissioners to represent the SoutJLern 
church In the AlHnnce of the Reformed 
Churches of the \Vorld. In 1877 be wns n. 
delegate to the Pan-Presbyterian connc!I, 
which met In Edinburg. 

Southern Civilization. 
He was also a delegate lo the meeting or 

the El'rnugellcnl Alliance, which met In 
New York, In 1873, in which be made an 
address In Tlndlcatlon of the civilization 
of the South. Also to the Alll,nce of the 
Reformed Cbnrcbes o! the World. wWcb 
met In Copenhagen, In 1884, where be 
made un address which obtaJned for him 
an in'"!tatlon to '"!sit the Crown Princess 
of Denmark nt the palace. 

He was sent as a commissioner to the 
Alli::mce•of' the Reformed' Churches, whkll 
convened In London, In le38. and the sob• 
ject .of bls speech before that body was 
'·The Antagonisms of Society and How to 
Reconcile Them." 

His Ohurch. 
The church of wWch Dr. Roge was pns• 

tor was dedlc11ted In 1848, and was en
larged and beautified In 1873. Amonir th" 
young men reared and trained In It a 
large number ha..-e entered the mln19try. 
The Fourth Presbyterian Church, of tblll' 
cltv, wns n colony :from Dr. Hoge'e 
church, and anolJJer, the Hoge Memorial, 
was organized a fev. .. years ago. The lat
ter has been one of the latest and most 
successful enterprises of Dr. • Hoge's lite .. 
.A.bout twelYe years ago be commenced 
ser,•lces In the spacious ball o'"er the old 
market, and It was a success trom the 
first. From this grew the handsome house 
of worship now In the eastern section ot 
tho city. 

His Ser,•lces During The '\Var .. 
During the ftrst year of the civil war 

Dr. Hoge was n ,·o unteer cbaplaln In tbn 
Camp of Instructlon, Cnmp Lee, where 
the Virginia soldiers recently encamped 
before l~n'-·ing tor Florida to await order3 
to Cuha. He preached to the soldiers two 
or three times a week without discontinu
ing his ser-dces in his 0Vt"Il church. In 
1864 he ran the blockade from Charleston 
ancl wen c to England by way o:t. Nas88n, 
Cuba, nnd St. Thomas to obtain Bibles and 
religious books for the Confedernte army. 
Lord Shaftebury, the president of th~ 
BdtLsh and Foreign Bible Socletyt gr..v ~ 
him a hearty welcome and ln\-ited f'l 

to make an address to the society in ex
planation of the object of his mission. 
The result was a free grant ot 10,000 
Bibles, 50,000 Testaments and 250,000 por
tions of the Sc,·lplures, (single Gospels, 
Epistles, etc., in black, glazed covers, 
with red edges and rounded coruera,) just 
what wns most con..-enlent to pnt in the 
soldier's pockets, In all worth about $4,000. 
Dr. Hoge remained during the winter In 
London superintending their shipment by 
the hlocka<le-runnerq to the Confederacy. 

Dr. Hoge, as a preacher, has perbnps 
never bad bis equal in the South. With 
a natural eloquence Inherited from gen
erations of ministers, he combined a ripe 
sobolarsblp and the henefits of wide travel 
nnd observation . For the past bait cen
tury there wns hardly a great man 1n 
an, country whom he bad not meL He 
w,;s widely 1.-nown and unlversnlly Io..-ed 
!Uld ·respected. Dignity and gentlenesg 
were bis crowning trnJts. 



REV. WILLIAM JAMES HOGE
1825-1864

William James Hoge was born August 14, 1825 in Athens, Ohio to Rev. Samuel Davis Hoge
and his wife Elizabeth Rice Lacy.  His paternal grandfather was the President at Hampden-Sydney
College, his father was a professor there and his maternal grandfather was Rev. Drury Lacy, the
famous orator with the “silver throat and a silver hand”.  His siblings were Moses Drury Hoge (1819-
1899), Ann Lacy Hoge (1821-1899) and Elizabeth Poage Hoge (1823-1847).

Rev. Hoge was married about 1847 to Mary Swift Ballard (1827-1850) from Framingham,
Massachusetts and they were the parents of:

Elizabeth Lacy Hoge (1848-1939)
Addison Hoge (1849-1942)

He married again in 1855, this time to Virginia Randolph Harrison (1834-1895), the
daughter of Rev. Peyton Harrison.  They were the parents of:

Mary Swift Hoge (1855-1934)
Peyton Harrison Hoge (1858-1940)
Dabney Carr Hoge (1860-1861) 19

William Lacy Hoge (1863-1868) 
**NOTE: This child was only four months old when his father died. 
He was the first “William Lacy Hoge” in our line.  Unfortunately, he
died when he was only four years old.  Interestingly, his big brother,
Peyton Harrison Hoge, named his first son, not after his own father,
according to the traditional naming pattern of the day, but after the
baby brother he’d lost 17 years earlier.**

19  Dabney Carr Hoge (1860-1861) was the son of Rev. William James Hoge.  The child “sickened and died
from exposure to heat and fatigue consequent upon the long journey to Virginia (via Nashville) from New York, when
[Rev. Hoge]  resigned his pastoral charge in that city, in the summer of 1861", as described by Rev. Dr. Moses Drury
Hoge in the heartbreaking account of his brother William’s death in 1864.  See “The Victory Won”, referenced above
and in the bibliography.
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Delacey Wardlow 
1856-1934 • 27WT-NCC 

Mary Swift Hoge 
1855-1934 • 27W6-37P 

Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge 
1858-1940 • KPSQ-3JY 

Mary Stuart Holladay 
1862-1949 • KPSQ-SY4 

Dabney Carr Hoge 
1860-1861 • KF53-8KW 
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William Lacy Hoge 
1864-1868 • KZCD-GT8 
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Rev. Samuel Davis Hoge 
1792-1826 • GKQ1-51B 

, ~ _ El-izabe-th R---,---ice L-acy -~ I 1797-1842 • LCQN-XPK 

Rev. William James Hoge 
1825-1864 • M551-F2L 

Virginia Randolph Harrison 
1834-1895 • LHWC-YZG 

Rev. Peyton Randolph Harrison 
1800-1887 • 959T-3WK 

Jane Cary Carr 
1807-1859 • LZ6Z-HZ4 
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Rev. Dr. Moses Hoge 
1752-1820 • MR5R-3M1 

Elizabeth A Poage 
1759-1802 • 9416-DWS 

Rev Drury Lacy 
1758-1815 • LHLM-DN7 

Nancy Ann Smith 
1760-1815 • GXDW-SYM 

Randolph Harrison 
1768-1839 • LZ67-KK6 

Mary Randolph 
1773-1835 • MQBT-LWX 

Judge Dabney Carr Jr 
1773-1837 • LH7H-31W 

Elizabeth "Betsy" Overton Carr 
1780-1838 • M1ZB-QVZ 



Thomas Jefferson was the great uncle of Virginia
Randolph Harrison Hoge.20

William James’ ministerial career was, frankly,
overshadowed by the fame of his brother, one of
Virginia’s most influential Presbyterian ministers.  But
his was still an life of impact.

Both William James Hoge and Moses Drury Hoge
were educated at Hampden-Sidney College.  While the
former spent virtually his entire career ministering at
Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond and
supporting the upper echelon of the Confederate
government, William James Hoge followed a somewhat
quieter path.  He taught mathematics briefly at Ohio
University before moving to Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Baltimore (1852-1856) and then went to the
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, where he
taught “Biblical Literature and New Testament
Interpretation” (1856-1859).

Thomas Johnson, in his biography of Robert Lewis
Dabney, described William James Hoge was “a most
lovable man, born pastor and preacher” and said he was
received at the seminary “with open arms.”  After

preaching in New York on several occasions, he received a call to be the associate pastor of the Brick
Church in New York City, which he accepted in 1859.

Dilemma of Conscience
At 4:30 a.m. on April 12, 1861, Confederate troops fired on the United States military garrison

at Fort Sumter in South Carolina's Charleston Harbor.  This attack is traditionally considered the
beginning of the Civil War in America.  Rev. Hoge continued preaching in New York City
throughout the early months of the conflict.  On July 21, 1861, the First Battle of Bull Run took
place.  This is regarded as the first major battle of the Civil War.

20  Yes, it’s true.  We are, in fact, related to Thomas Jefferson, though distantly.  Bear with us as we attempt
to explain the connection:

Peter Jefferson (1708-1757) was the father of President Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826).  One of President
Jefferson’s nine siblings was his sister, Martha Peyton Jefferson.  She married Dabney Carr in 1765.  He was
a close friend of President Jefferson.  They are both buried at Monticello in Virginia. 
Martha Peyton Jefferson’s son was Dabney Carr, Jr., whose daughter was

Elizabeth Overton Carr, whose daughter
Jane Cary Carr married Rev. Peyton Randolph Harrison, whose daughter

Virginia Randolph Harrison married Rev. William James Hoge, whose son
Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge was the father of

Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge, William Lacy Hoge (Sr.), Mary Stuart Hoge, Peyton
Harrison Hoge, Elizabeth Addison Hoge and our dear Aunt Cary (Evelyn Cary Hoge
Mead)

William L. Hoge, Sr.’s son was  William Lacy Hoge, Jr., to whom this book is
dedicated.  This makes him the great-great-great-great-grandson of the sister of
President Thomas Jefferson.  (That’s 4 “greats”, if you’re counting.)
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Rev. Hoge’s heart remained in full sympathy with the “Southern Cause”, which caused a
tremendous uproar within the congregation when he prayed for Confederate leaders as well as those
of the United States, under the Biblical injunction that we should pray for those in authority.  On
July 21, 1861, as the First Battle of Bull Run was underway, he gave his last sermon at the Brick
Church.  It’s entitled “A Discourse Delivered By the Rev. William J. Hoge, D.D., Collegiate Pastor
of the Brick Presbyterian Church, New York on the Resignation of His Charge” (published Baker
& Godwin, Printers in New York, 1861).  You can read the sermon for yourself at:
www.logcollegepress.com/s/Hoge-William-James-A-Discourse-Delivered-on-the-Resignation-of-His-Charge.pdf 

In his 1861 final farewell to the congregation of the Brick Church in New York City, Rev.
Hoge urged them to remember that political differences between himself and a small portion of the
congregation had caused an irreconcilable rift.  It’s interesting to note that Rev. Hoge’s son, Peyton
Harrison Hoge, would face a somewhat similar situation nearly 50 years later (1907).

Rev. Hoge felt that his continued presence at the Brick Church would cause increasing discord
and decided to return to Virginia.  He steadfastly denied allegations that he had refused to pray for
President Lincoln and the Federal troops, reminding the congregation that he had prayed for both
sides in the conflict, just as the Apostle Peter had admonished Christians to pray for “all men”.

In this final sermon, he gave a list of reasons why ministers should avoid political sermons. 
Rev. Hoge had tried to put aside his deep affection for the South and he had tried to stay true to his
calling and his position at the Brick Church.  He made it abundantly clear that he felt certain parties
in the congregation were trying to create division within the congregation and he felt that his
continued presence there would be detrimental.  Rev. Hoge was branded a “rebel in broadcloth” and
a “traitor voice from the pulpit” by the New York Herald, belittling his attempts to remain politically
neutral.

The Personal Cost of Returning to Richmond as the Civil War Broke Out
Rev. Hoge, his wife and five young children headed south in the Summer of 1861 but getting

from New York City to Richmond, Virginia in the middle of a war was not easy.  “They had to
detour through Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and back through Kentucky and Tennessee by slow train. 
At one stop they saw in the local newspapers the names of two cousins killed in battle.  Farther on,
they learned that one of Virginia’s brothers had also been killed.”21  Their son Dabney Carr Hoge,
less than 2 years old, became very sick from heat and fatigue during the journey.  He died August 11,
1861, soon after they arrived in Richmond and about three weeks after the Hoges left New York. 
(The couple’s youngest son, William Lacy Hoge was born in 1863, just four months before William
James Hoge died in 1863.  That child died at age 1868.)

Upon his return to Richmond, Rev. Hoge preached briefly at the Presbyterian Churches in
Charlottesville and Petersburg, Virginia while also helping his brother, Moses Drury Hoge,
evangelize to the troops.  He was with the Confederate Army at Fredericksburg in the Spring of
1863.  In the Summer of 1864, Rev. William James Hoge died of typhoid fever.

21  The Meriwethers and Hoges by Stanley Carter Schuler of Lyme, Connecticut, 1985, page 36.
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James Hoge Tyler served as Governor of Virginia from 1898 until 1902.22   In his 1927 book
The Family of Hoge (published posthumously), he describes William James Hoge as being regarded
by many “as equal to his brother Moses [as an orator], and by some as his superior. . . . He was
blessed with fine physical endowments, with a voice of unusual compass and power.”

In his publication “The Victory Won – A Memorial of the Rev. Wm. J. Hoge, D. D., Late Pastor
of the Tabb Street Presbyterian Church, Petersburg, Virginia” (1864), Rev. Thomas Verner Moore
described William James Hoge as having “a manly, soldierly look, a powerful sonorous voice, a
warm, genial heart, a beaming countenance, a fine flow of language, and a soul on fire with love to
his Saviour and to his perishing fellow-men.”23

Rev. Moore talked about Rev. Hoge having “an exquisite relish of life that was contagious, and
gave special charm to his society.  His voice was one of unusual compass and power, and few who
ever heard its deep organ-like notes in singing, or its clarion ring when excited in speaking, can soon
forget its rich and musical inflections. These physical advantages contributed largely to his success
as a preacher.”  He continued:

“He had naturally a large, manly heart, full of genial and generous emotions, that lifted him
above all littleness or jealousy of feeling, and made him love rather to ‘raise mortals to the skies’,
than to ‘pull angels down’.  His range of sympathy was a very broad one, enabling him to rejoice
with the joyful, and mourn with the sorrowful, to mingle his feelings with the ripe and often
saddened musings of hoary age, and enter into the gushing gladness of childhood, as if himself a
little child.  This quick sympathy with youth, gave him a rare power to attract the affections of the
young and lead them to the great Shepherd.

“. . . He had what we may almost call a personal love for Jesus, that made Christ the great
theme of his preaching, and largely of his conversation, and a love of souls that never seemed to
weary of efforts to save them; a faith that seemed never to have been crippled by dark wrestlings
with unbelief, and which seemed to feed upon the living Word, not only in the critical study of it,
but in the joyous use of it, so that his mind, heart and very vocabulary became saturated with its
spirit and language; and a hope that shone like a morning star, growing brighter and brighter, until
it faded not into the darkness of the grave, but rather into the brightness of that day that has neither
sunset nor cloud forevermore.

“His [book] Blind Bartimeus is a fine specimen of the mingling of the expository and
experimental, and belongs to a high class of practical religious literature, as is proven by the many
thousands of copies that have been sold on both sides of the Atlantic.  His graceful and genial
tribute to the lamented Dabney Carr Harrison, which has been so largely circulated in the army, and
some more fugitive pieces, indicate the same power, and gave a promise for the future which we
mourn to see thus prematurely blasted.”

The Battle Was Lost but Victory Was Won
The Victory Won includes a letter written by Rev. Dr. Moses Drury Hoge, an account of his

own presence at the bedside of his “only brother”, William James Hoge, as he laid dying.  Moses had
received word that his brother was gravely injured and had been moved to the home of James Jones,
Esq., about five miles from Petersburg because of the shelling and fighting taking place across

22  James Hoge Tyler (1846-1925) was born at Blenheim plantation in Caroline County, Virginia to George
Tyler (1817–1889) and his second wife Eliza Hoge (1815-1846).  His parents were both descended from the First
Families of Virginia.  Two hours after James was born, his mother died of complications from the birth.  His maternal
grandparents took the boy 300 miles by carriage to their home, Hayfield, subsequently known as Belle Hampton, in
Pulaski County, Virginia. There he was raised by his maternal grandparents, General James F. Hoge (1783-1861) and
Eleanor Haven Howe, as well as his uncle William E. Hoge and his wife Jane with their daughter and two sons of similar
ages.  You can learn more about him at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hoge_Tyler 

23    www.logcollegepress.com/s/Moore-Thomas-Verner-The-Victory-Won.pdf 
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Richmond.  Moses was able to catch a ride on an ammunition train to reach his brother’s bedside. 
The account is quite poignant.  We encourage you to read it in its entirety but this passage is
especially heart breaking:

“After sending loving messages to many absent relations and friends, and expressing the hope
that his death would be sanctified to the conversion of some in whom he felt a peculiar interest, he
requested that preparation should be made for the baptism of his little son William, an infant
about four months old.  While these were making, he said, ‘My death will be as easy as the
baptism of this child.  Both death and baptism are consecrations to the Lord.’  When all was ready,
he did not wait for me to propound the usual questions, but, in a manner inexpressibly tender and
reverential, he pronounced the vows for himself and wife; and after the service was over he said,
‘Now take my little boy and place him in the sunlight!’  I took him to the window where the beams
of the rising sun were shining brightly, and held the child for a few moments in the immediate rays. 
He gazed at him with unutterable fondness and admiration, while with bare arms and head
illumined by the radiance, as with a halo, he disported [“enjoyed oneself unrestrainedly”] himself
in the fresh air and golden light of the morning, and then said, ‘Take him away I am satisfied.’”

This baby, William Lacy Hoge, died just four years later.  He was the first William Lacy Hoge
in our direct line.  William, of course, was a given name that had been handed down for generations,
most certainly since William Hoge arrived in America from Scotland in 1682 and Lacy was Rev.
Hoge’s mother’s maiden name as well as the surname of her famous father, Drury Lacy.

Rev. William James Hoge died on July 5, 1864 and is buried near his family at Hollywood
Cemetery in Richmond.  He was only 38 years old.

The following year, Virginia and the children moved to Albermarle County.  Sheridan’s troops
had confiscated anything of value that the widow might have had, including the family’s food, wine
and a precious half-pint of medicinal brandy.  Eventually, the widow and her children were given
a Yankee guard as protection.  By the final days of the War, they had only $125 in Confederate
money left.  They had nothing at all to sustain them until Virginia’s father, Rev. Peyton Harrison,
was able to reach them from Baltimore.

In the years that followed, Virginia and the children got by because she gave music lessons. 
Eventually, they were back at Hampden-Sydney in Virginia, where they lived with Peyton’s step-
brother Addison Hoge and Virginia took in boarders.

Virginia died in 1895.  She is buried in the Hoge plot at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond
beside her husband and many other family members.

Sermons and Writings Preserved
Several of Rev. William James Hoge’s sermons and other writings are available at

www.logcollegepress.com/william-james-hoge-18251864, including:
Blind Bartimeus – Story of a Sightless Sinner and His Great Physician (1858)
Discourse Delivered by the Rev. William J. Hoge, D.D., Collegiate Pastor of

the Brick Presbyterian Church, New York, on the Resignation of His
Charge, July 21, 1861

Sketch of Dabney Carr Harrison, Minister of the Gospel and Captain in the
Army of the Confederate States of America (1862)

The Improvident Traveler (undated tract, excerpted from “Blind Bartimeus”)
What Wilt Thou That I Should Do? (undated tract)

Our Connection to Pocahontas
In an entirely different vein, it is through the marriage of William James Hoge to Virginia

Randolph Harrison that the current Hoges of Louisville, Kentucky have a claim to being descended
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from Pocahontas, who married John Rolfe in 1614.24  The chart below shows this connection, down
through Peyton Harrison Hoge (1858-1940).

Keep in mind that it is conservatively estimated that Pocahontas and John Rolfe have at least
2,000,000 descendants.  That means that, within today’s American population, one-third to one
percent (0.33333% to 1%) – or one in every 300 people – are related to Pocahontas and John Rolfe. 
That kind of puts the whole thing in perspective, doesn’t it?  But it’s still an interesting sidelight to
our family history.

24  It's interesting to note that William L. Hoge, Jr.'s granddaughter, Jane Holladay Walker, married Robert
Oliver Rolfe, Jr. in 2017.
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Descendants of Pocahontas 

1 • Pocahontas 
.... + John Rolfe 

"'\..... 2 Thomas Rolfe 
.~ .......... +Jane Pothress 
............ 3 Jane Rollfe b: 1675 
.. ~ ............... · +Robert Bolling 
........... ..... ... 4 John Bolling 
......................... +Mary Kennon 
........ ......... ...... ... 5 Jane Bolling b: 1703 
................................ +Richard Randolph b: May 1690 
............... ······•·· .. ... ... ... 6 Mary Randolph 

Family tree showing connection from Pocahontas 
to Virginia Randolph Harrison, wife of 

William James Hoge, father of 
Peyton Harrison Hoge (1858-1940} 

Family tree created 01/01/2002 
by Harrison Houston 

........................................ +Archibald Cary b: January 24, 1699/00 

.. . ... .. . ... . ..... ... .. . .. . ........ .. .. . . 7 Jane Cary b: February 1750/51 

............................................... +Thomas Randolph 

......... .................. ......... ... ......... 8 Mary Randolph b: 1773 d: 1835 
··································-····--············· +Randolph Harrison b: February 11, 1769 m: 1790 d: 1835 
.............. ~ ........................................ 9 Peyton Harrison b: November 19, 1800 d: 1887 
............................................................. +Jane Cary Carr b: 1808 d: 1860 
. ...... .. ...... ........ .......... .. ..... .. ... . . .. ... . ... . .. . . . 10 Virginia Randolph Harrison ( aka Mere ) b: March 31, 1834 d: 

August 9, 1895 
............................................................ • ........ +WiHiamJames Hoge b: August 14,1825 m: February 7, 1855 d: 

July 6, 1864 
...................................................................... 11 PeytonHarrison Hoge b: January 6, 1858 d:October 12, 1940 
............... ....... .................... ...... ... .. . .. . . ... . .... .... ...... +Mary Stuart Holladay b: February 3, 1862 m: August 22, 

""\ 1883 d: March 9, 1949 



Oil portrait of the Rev. Peyton Harrison Hoge at
Pewee Valley Historical Society

REV. DR. PEYTON HARRISON HOGE
1858-1940

Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge (we’ll refer
to him in this chapter as “Rev. Hoge”) was a
highly respected clergyman and author born on
January 5, 1854 in Hampden-Sydney, near
Richmond, Virginia, the son of William James
Hoge and his wife Virginia Randolph Harrison. 
One of his uncles was the celebrated minister
about whom Rev. Hoge wrote the book, Moses
Drury Hoge: Life and Letters in 1899.

His wife Mary Stuart Holladay was the
daughter of Alexander Quarles Holladay, a
Colonel in the Confederate Army (Virginia, 19th

Regiment).  Her father was a lawyer in a firm with
his father and served as a Virginia Senator from
Richmond.  Holladay Hall at North Carolina State
University in Raleigh was named for him as he had
served as the first President of the North Carolina
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts (1889-
1899).

37

1 Emilio San Germano 
1882-1960 • LZNH-RRK 

• Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge 
1884-1937 • KPSQ-3PS 

~ .. \ William Lacy Hoge Sr. 

J 1885-1977 • LZGL-HBL 

Emily Tryon Mengel 
1892-1953 • LZGL-HBY 

1 George Harrison Houston 
1883-1949 • G8QX-XF7 

• Mary Stuart Hoge 
1887-1977 • KPSQ-35L 

Peyton Harrison Hoge 
1889-1977 • KPSQ-3R8 

Blanche Weissinger Smith 
1891-1980 • KZSR-PFG 

1 Edmund Taylor Meriwether 
1881-1961 • LZNH-RGN 

• Elizabeth Addison Hoge 
1891-1983 • KCZG-36R 

1 George Jackson Mead 
1891-1949 • K81G-BG3 

• Evelyn Cary Hoge 
1897-1990 • KPSQ-3RY 

Rev. William James Hoge 
1825-1864 • MS51-F2L 

1 _, __ v_i,_g_·m_i•_R_•_nTd_o_lp_h_H_•_'_'i-•o_n __ _ I _ 1834-1895, LHWC-YZG 

Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge 
1858-1940 • KPSQ-3JY 

Mary Stuart Holladay 
1862-1949 • KPSQ-$Y4 

Alexander Quarles Holladay 
1839-1908 • 2MGG-51 Z 

Virginia Randolph Bolling 
1838-1899 • 2MGG-BD1 

• 

1 

• 

Rev. Samuel Davis Hoge 
1792-1826 • GKQ1-51B 

Elizabeth Rice Lacy 
1797-1842 • LCQN-XPK 

Rev. Peyton Randolph Harrison 
1800-1887 • 959T-3WK 

Jane Cary Carr 
1807-1859 • LZ6Z-HZ4 

Alexander Richmond Holladay 
1812-1877 • KPS3-KT1 

Martha Quarles Poindexter 
1816-1902 • LHCD-9PR 

- ... J.: Thomas Bolling 
1807-1889 • 99BT-18C 

• Mary Louisa Morris 
1810-1852 • 2MGG-TXW 



To quote Alvis Milton Holladay, Sr.’s 1994 book, “The Holladay Family”:
Now, dear reader and cousins, we invite you to sit back, relax, and feast your
musings upon the glory and foibles of your noble ancestors. Follow them through
the Viking invasions of England; the Hundred Years War; the Elizabethan period;
the settling of Virginia; Bacon’s Rebellion; the surrender of Cornwallis at
Yorktown; the Battle of New Orleans with Jackson; the winning of the West; the
Civil War; the scientific revolution in America; World War I and II; and the
marvels of the twentieth century.  Hear each one speak; share his problems; rejoice
in his victories and weep at his failures; then wonder if you could have done better!

We recommend Alvis Holladay’s book to any of you researching our shared family
history.  It’s available for free download on the FamilySearch.org website.

The name Holladay has been an important one in our family and this book is a wonderful
resource if you want to learn why.

A native of Spotsylvania County, Virginia, Colonel Holladay was the President of Florida
Agricultural College, President of the Stonewall Jackson Institute and a distinguished educator.25

Peyton met Mary Stuart Holladay at her debut when she was 18.  After a long courtship,
engagement and a lengthy separation, they were finally married on August 22, 1883, about a year
after he was ordained and had become the pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church in Richmond.

Children of Peyton Harrison Hoge
Rev. and Mrs. Hoge were the parents of six children:

Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge (1884-1937), who married Emidio San
Germano26

William Lacy Hoge (1885-1977), who married Emily Tryon Mengel
Mary Stuart Hoge (1887-1977), who married George Harrison Houston
Peyton Harrison Hoge, II (1889-1977), who married Blanche Weissinger Smith
Elizabeth Addison "Bessie" Hoge (1891-1983), who married Edmund Taylor

Meriwether; her second marriage was to Hugh McGee Rose
Evelyn Cary Hoge (1897-1990), who married George Jackson Mead

(1) Daughter Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge
In the Spring of 1905, Rev. Hoge’s 21-year-old daughter Virginia returned from two years

spent studying abroad.  She announced to her parents that she had fallen in love with the Marquis
Emedio San Germano, a young Italian nobleman from Arpino, near Rome.

As Virginia’s youngest sister, Evelyn Cary Hoge, tells the story in her book Sunshine and
Shadow, Emedio followed Virginia from Europe back to Louisville and pursued her assiduously,
eventually persuading Virginia’s father, Rev. Hoge, to consent to their marriage, which meant

25  Learn more about Col. Alexander Quarles Holladay, including his service as an officer in the Confederate
States Army, his other children, his service as a Virginia State Senator, tenure at Florida State Agricultural College and
the North Carolina College of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts, including his time as president of that institution at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Q._Holladay.

26  Emidio San Germano (1882-1960), frequently misspelled, especially in American newspapers as “Emilio”. 
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Louisville Courier-Journal, June 8, 1907

Virginia would be living in Italy and disconnected from her family back in Kentucky.  Eventually,
Rev. Hoge agreed and a flurry of elaborate wedding preparations were hastily undertaken.

The wedding took place on August 9, 1906 at Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church in
downtown Louisville, Kentucky.  The story of this fairy tale romance and wedding ran in newspapers
across the country that month.  A breathless account in the Baltimore Sun read:

MISS HOGE WEDS MARCHESE.
Brilliant Ceremony Outcome Of Romance Begun In Italy

(Special Dispatch to the Baltimore Sun.)
LOUISVILLE, KY., Aug. 9 [1906].—One of the most brilliant weddings the South has ever

known occurred at Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church tonight at 8:30 o’clock, when Miss
Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge was married to the Marchese Emilio San Germano, of Rome.

Rev. Mr. Peyton H. Hoge, father of the bride, officiated.
The ceremony was the outcome of a love affair that began in Italy more than a year ago, when

Miss Hoge was a student of music in Rome. The Marchese is a member of one of the oldest
families in Italy, his title dating back to Victor Amadeo II, by whom it was granted.  He is a Knight
of the Garter and is of the Order of the First Knight of the Bath.  His only sister is the Duchess
Caraccioli.  Miss Mary Hoge, sister of the bride, was maid of honor, and there were five
bridesmaids.  The gown of the bride was of heavy white satin duchess, made princess, with long
court train.  Down the front were two panels of priceless rose point lace shaped to the figure, with
clusters of tiny tucks at the waist line.  Her tulle veil was fastened to her hair with a coronet of
orange blossoms.

It is considered conservative to estimate the value of the wedding gifts at $50,000.

The novelty of a girl from Kentucky marrying Italian nobility was followed intensely by
newspapers in Louisville newspaper and across the country.  A 1907 visit from Marchesa Virginia
Randolph Bolling Hoge San Germano to her parents’ home in Pewee Valley made another big splash
in the papers.  Today, we would liken this excitement to the reaction of the press and the public when
someone famous, like Jennifer Lawrence, slips back into town to visit her family.  The Marchesa’s
goings and comings made headlines in the papers of her day.

On June 8, 1907, the Louisville Courier-Journal
published a news story advising that Rev. Hoge had
received a cable message from his wife, who, with their
daughter Evelyn Cary Hoge, had been visiting Marchesa
Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge San Germano at the
villa she shared with her husband, Marchese Emidio San
Germano in Italy.  The cable announced the birth of
Rev. Hoge’s grand-daughter, Maria San Germano,
named in honor of both of the children’s grandmothers. 
At this point, Mrs. Hoge and her daughter Evelyn had
been visiting Italy for six weeks.

But, after seven years of marriage, Marchesa Virginia Hoge San Germano left her nobleman
husband.  She arrived in New York City aboard the Cunarder Lvernia on August 27, 1913.  She is
quoted in the New York Times as saying that she had returned to America to sue her husband for a
separation in Kentucky.  The article goes on to quote her as saying:

“American girls come to a sudden realization when they marry foreign noblemen that fidelity
is not a part of their husband’s code of honor.  They have no conception, according to American
standards, of the obligations of matrimony and an American girl finds it hard, if not impossible, to
understand how a man can love his wife and at the same time keep another establishment.

“The American girl marrying at home is often the victim of a drinking husband.  Drunkenness
she may understand, even though she does not approve.  The American man drinks to excess
frequently, the foreigner seldom or never, but the vices of the foreigner are, to my mind at least,
worse than drinking.  The European husband fails completely to understand why his wife should
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seek to upset all the traditions of his kind and the American girl fails to understand how he can
profess to love her and spend half his time in the society of another woman, or women.

“Women and gambling are the two principal vices of the noble European and no American
girl can stand either and retain her self-respect.”

Virginia Hoge San Germano remained in the United States until her death in Washington, D.C.
on May 4, 1937.  Her entry for the 1930 U.S. Census identifies her as being divorced and living at
the Windemere Apartments in Washington.  She is buried near her parents and siblings at Cave Hill
Cemetery in Louisville.

Mary Randolph San Germano (1907-1989) was the only child born of this fairy tale romance
turned unhappy marriage.  Her early years were spent with her parents in Italy but she grew up in
America with her mother and returned to Kentucky in 1926, when she married Warwick M
.Anderson, owner of Doe-Anderson Advertising of Louisville.  They were the parents of two
children:

Mary Stuart Anderson (1927-2017), who married George Waldo Emerson
(1918-2002) in 1948.  They were the parents of two children – Mary
Randolph Emerson and George Waldo Emerson, Jr., both of whom are
presumed to be living at the time of this publication of this book.

Nancy Lewis Anderson (born in 1934).  who married Adlai Ewing Stevenson,
Jr. (1930-2021) in 1955.  Adlai was the son of Adlai Ewing Stevenson,
Governor of Illinois from 1949 until 1953, a U.S. presidential candidate
and a U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations.  He was the son of Adlai
Stevenson (1900-1965), who was the Vice President of the United
States under Grover Cleveland.  Nancy and Adlai were the parents of
Adlai Ewing Stevenson, IV, Katherine Stevenson, Lucy Stevenson and
Warwick Stevenson. all of whom are presumed to be living at the time
of this publication of this book.  Nancy survived her husband, who died
in 2021.

(2) Son William Lacy Hoge
Eldest son William Lacy Hoge married Emily Tryon Mengel.  His life, his career and their

descendants are discussed in substantial detail in the following chapter.

(3) Daughter Mary Stuart Hoge
Mary Stuart Hoge (1887-1977) married George Harrison Houston (1883-1949) in 1909.  They

are both buried at Cave Hill Cemetery and were the parents of four children:
Peyton Hoge Houston (1910-1994), who married Priscilla Moore (1913-1993) in

1942.  They were the parents of twins Robert Stewart Houston and Russell
Stewart Houston (born in 1934).  Priscilla died in 1993.  Peyton Hoge Houston
married again, this time to Parrish Beaumont Cummings (1916-1996).  Peyton
died in 1994 and Parrish died in 1996.  They are both buried at Dingletown
Community Church Memorial Garden in Greenwich, Connecticut.  The burial
place of Priscilla Moore Houston is unknown.

George Harrison “Harry” Houston, Jr. (1914-2006), who married Dorothy Cromwell
Fielden (1913-1986) in 1943.  They were the parents of Dorothy Holladay
“Holly” Houston (1944-1987), George Harrison Houston, III (born 1945) and
Edward Randolph “Ned” Houston (born 1947).  Dorothy passed away in 1986
and she is buried at Dingletown Community Church Memorial Garden in
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Greenwich, Connecticut.  George Harrison “Harry” Houston, Jr. married Emily
Tryon Hoge (1916-2001) in 1988.  They are both buried at Cave Hill Cemetery.

Mary Stuart Houston (1918-1993), who married John Williams Meriwether (1912-
1996) in 1940.  They were the parents of John Williams Meriwether, Jr. (1942-
____), Dr. Mary Stuart “Mimi” Meriwether (1944-1997), George Houston
Meriwether (born in 1951) and Cary Mead Meriwether (born in 1954).  Both
Mary and John were cremated.

Marie L. Houston (1919-____).  Unfortunately, we are unable to authenticate any
further information on Marie Houston at this time. 

(4) Son Peyton Harrison Hoge, II
Peyton Harrison Hoge, II married Blanche Weissinger Smith (1891-1980) in 1913.  He died

in 1977 and Blanche passed away in 1980.  They were the parents of two children:
Peyton Harrison Hoge, III married Elizabeth Ann Harris (1918-2003) in 1913. 

Peyton passed away in 2001 and Elizabeth died in 2003.  Peyton was the Public
Affairs Officer for the 38th Infantry Division during its campaign in the Pacific
in World War II.  For 33 years, Peyton was the mayor of the town of
Anchorage, a suburb of Louisville.  Peyton and Elizabeth were the parents of
five children:  Peyton Harrison Hoge, IV (born in 1943), George Weissinger
Smith Hoge (born in 1947), Blanche Smith Hoge (born in 1952), Margaret
Knight Hoge (born in 1954) and Elizabeth Knight Hoge (born in 1959).  Peyton
and Elizabeth are both buried at Cave Hill Cemetery.

Neil Hunt Hoge married Thomas Kennedy Helm, Jr. (1918-2005) in 1943.  Thomas
died in 2005 and Nell passed away in 2019.  Neil was President of the Colonial
Dames (NSCDA) in Kentucky, 1983-85.  Thomas was a partner in the law firm
of Stites, Peabody & Helm (now Stites & Harbison) for many years.  They were
the parents of three children:  Thomas Kennedy Helm, III (born in 1946),
Peyton Randolph Helm (born 1949) and Hunt Choteau Helm (born in 1953).27 
Both Neil and Thomas are buried at Cave Hill Cemetery.

(5) Daughter Elizabeth Addison Hoge
Elizabeth Addison Hoge (1891-1983) married Edmund Taylor Meriwether (1881-1961) in

1913.  She passed away in 1983.  They are both buried at Cave Hill Cemetery and were the parents
of two children:

Elizabeth Hoge Meriwether (1915-2000) married Stanley Carter Schuler (1915-
2003) in 1938.  They were the parents of three children:  Elizabeth Ashley
Schuler (born in 1941), Miranda Blake Schuler (born in 1944) and Cary
Meriwether Schuler (born in 1946).  Elizabeth and Stanley are both buried at
Cedar Hill Cemetery in Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Mary Randolph Meriwether (1921-1969) married Robert Parker McElwain (1918-
1992).  They were the parents of one child:  Elizabeth Kent McElwain (born in
1944).  After Robert’s death in 1992, Mary married Hugh McKee Rose (1917-
1970) in 1951.  Mary and Hugh are both buried at Cave Hill Cemetery.

27  Thomas Kennedy Helm, III became the managing partner of Stites, Harbison law firm in Louisville.
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Evelyn Cary Hoge Mead
“Aunt Cary”
1897-1990

(6) Daughter Evelyn Cary Hoge
Evelyn Cary Hoge (affectionately known in the family as “Aunt Cary”,

1897-1990) was the youngest of the children born to Peyton Harrison Hoge. 
She married George Jackson Mead (1891-1949) in 1921.  He is best known
as one of the chief founding team members of Pratt & Whitney Aircraft in
July 1925.  He designed a revolutionary, large, air-cooled, radial aircraft
engine which was known as “The Wasp”.  George Mead was the Vice
President of Engineering and head of engineering for Pratt & Whitney from
1925 to 1935.  He left Pratt & Whitney and its parent, United Aircraft and
went on to serve as the president of the U.S. National Advisory Committee
for Aeronautics as well as head of the aeronautical section of the National
Defense Advisory Commission during World War II and a manager in the
U.S. government's war materiel production effort.

Aunt Cary was an author and also served as the first female moderator
of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches.

Cary and George Mead lived primarily near Hartford, Connecticut and
on their farm in New Hampshire.  They were the parents of five children:

George Nathaniel Jackson “Jack” Mead (1922-2020)
married Katherine Billingsley Wathen in 1945.  They
were the parents of four children:  Charles Jackson
“Chip” Mead (born in 1949), Virginia Randolph
“Ginger” Mead (born in 1953), Cary Wathen Mead
(born in 1956) and Barbara Hoge Mead (born in 1962).

Mary Randolph Mead (1925-1998) married David
Alexander James (1921-1975) in 1960.  They are both
buried at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford,
Connecticut.

Peyton Hoge Mead, M.D. (1927-2018) married Sarah Clark
“Sally” Noyes (1927-2012) in 1949.  They were the
parents of four children:  Morgan Noyes Mead (born in
1950), Merrill Fowler Mead (born in 1953), Caroline
Jackson Mead (born in 1955) and George Jackson
“Jack” Mead, II (born in 1960).

His first wife, Sarah Noyes Emmel, married again,
to Robert Cortland Emmel (1920-1998).  Sarah died in
2012.   She and her husband Robert are both buried at
Corashire Cemetery in Monterey, Massachusetts.

Peyton Hoge Mead married again, to Marjorie
Gunn “Mimi” Patterson in 1992.  He died in 2018 and
is buried at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford,
Connecticut.

Charles Cary Mead (1935-2003) married Carol Ann Vieth
(born in 1937) in 1959.  They are the parents of Jeremy
Stewart “Jerry” Mead (born in 1961), Elizabeth Ellen
“Betsy” Mead (born in 1964) and Robert Andrew
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MEAD. Cary (Hoge) Mead, 92, of 
Bloomfield, died Thursday (July 
12), at home. Born In WIimington, 
N.C., the daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
and Mrs. Peyton H. Hoge, she was 
raised In Louisville and Pewee 
Valley, Ky. In 1921, she married 
George Jackson Mead, one of the 
founders and developers of Pratt 
& Whitney Aircraft and United 
Aircraft (now United Technol
ogies). Active In her own right In 
many civic and church activities, 
she was a long-time member of the 
South Congregational Church of 

. Hartford. Chairman of Its building 
committee from 1957-60, she 
served for many years as church 
clerk, member of the Prudential 
Committee, chairman of the Sup
per Committee and a member of 
the choir. She also played the or• 
gan at a weekly neighborhood 
Hymn Sing during the Summers at 
Squam Lake. At the age of 6"1, she 
became the first woman modera
tor of the National Association of 
Congregational Christian 
Churches, logging nearly 100,000 
miles a year In visits to churches 
around the world. Her far-ranging 
memory and gift of story telling 
resulted In publication of her biog
raphy of her husband, "Wings 
over the World" In 1970, which has 
gone Into several reprintings at 
the request of United Technol
ogies. Mrs. Mead leaves four sons, 
George N.J. Mead of New Hart
ford, Peyton H. Mead, M.D. of 
Bloomfield, Charles C. Mead of 
Palos Verdes, Calif., and William 
R.L. Mead of West Hartford; a 
daughter, Mary M. James of West 
Hartford; 18 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; and a host of 
larger family. The funeral service 
will be held Tuesday (July 17, 
1990), 11 a.m., at South Congrega
tional Church, 277 Main St., Hart
ford 06106, with Dr. John R. El· 
more and the Rev. Raymond G. 
Clarke, officiating. Interment will 
be the following day at 2 p.m. In 
the family cemetery at Squam 
Lake, Center Harbor, N.H. Ar
rangements are In charge of the 
James T. Pratt Funeral Home, 
Wethersfield. There are no calling 
hours. In lieu of other remem
brances, memorial donations may 
be made to the Organ Restoration 
Fund of the South Congregational 
Church at the above address. 



“Bob” Mead (born in 1965).  Charles is buried at Mead Cemetery in Meredith,
New Hampshire.

William Randolph Lacy Mead (1938-2000) married Johanna Henriette Jacoba
"Hansy" Van Andel in 1958.  They were the parents of eight children:  Jan
Willem “Jay” Mead (born in 1960), Mark Nathaniel Mead (born in 1961),
Samuel Aldo “Sam” Mead (born in 1962), Sonya Henriette Mead (born in
1964), Tanya Georgine Mead (born in 1965), Roanna Margot “Ro” Mead (born
in 1967), Anoushka Odette Mead (born in 1976) and Joshua Onni Franciscus
“Josh” Mead (born in 1978).  William died in 2000 and he was cremated.  His
wife Hansy survived him.

Our dear Aunt Cary was a generous and genuinely remarkable person.  She was William L.
Hoge, Sr.’s baby sister.  She wrote and published two books in her later years – Wings Over the
World: The Life of George Jackson Mead in 1971 when she was 74 and Sunshine and Shadow, a
privately published personal recollection of her life and family, completed in 1983 when she was 86.

Her first book, Wings Over the World, was primarily about her husband George’s incredible
success with Pratt & Whitney, one of the three primary manufacturers of airplanes in America during
WW II and beyond, with particular emphasis on the importance of the WASP number 3088 engine,
which revolutionized aeronautics.  The book is still available from online used book sellers, if you
are interested in learning more.

In her second book, Aunt Cary recounts the Spring and Summer
of 1980.  The producers of the movie “On Golden Pond” starring
Henry Fonda, Jane Fonda and the incomparable Katherine Hepburn
decided to shoot the film near Aunt Cary’s home at Squam Lake in
central New Hampshire.

A camp was found nearby that was used as the primary set for the
film and Aunt Cary was persuaded to rent the brick house on her
property to Katharine Hepburn and her bungalow to Henry Fonda and
his wife.  Other family members and friends rented houses on their
properties to Jane Fonda and her family, to the author of the book, a
producer, Katharine Hepburn’s hairdresser, etc.  The supply truck, the
food truck, the costume truck and the catering truck took up the entire
lake frontage.  The Mead children helped as well, showing people
where the dangerous rocks and shoals were, etc.  It made for an
exciting season.  Aunt Mary described herself as feeling like “Noah’s
dove that summer with no place to rest my foot.”

George Jackson Mead died in January of 1949 at age 57.  He was originally buried at Elm Hill
Cemetery in Sandwich, New Hampshire but was reinterred in August of 1949 to the “Mead Farm
Cemetery” in Center Harbor, New Hampshire.  Aunt Cary died in 1990.  She was buried at Oakland
Cemetery in Meredith Center, New Hampshire; however, her 1990 obituary indicates that she was
to be buried “in the family cemetery in Center Harbor, New Hampshire” so perhaps the Find A
Grave listing is wrong and we presume she is buried alongside her husband George on the Mead
Farm.
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Peyton Harrison Hoge’s Ministerial Career
Rev. Hoge worked his way through Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia and later through

the Theological Seminary in Richmond, receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1876 and a Doctor
of Divinity degree in 1889.

Rev. Hoge served as pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church at Richmond from 1882-1885. 
Later he was the pastor at the First Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, North Carolina  from 1885
until 1899 and he was pastor at Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky from
1899 until 1907.28

According to Aunt Cary in Sunshine and Shadow, her father was brought to Kentucky because
of his outstanding speaking ability and his writings about the Presbyterian approach, which he
perfected after graduating from Hampton-Sydney College and during his pastoral role at the First
Presbyterian Church in Wilmington.

During his time in Louisville, Rev. Hoge helped to select the site for the Louisville
Presbyterian Seminary and supervised its construction.  He lived on the seminary property during
this time and served as a Trustee of the Seminary.

Turmoil at Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church
But trouble was brewing at Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church.  It took several years to

reach its peak but quite an upheaval arose in Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church in 1907 because
Rev. Hoge had performed a wedding ceremony six years earlier in North Carolina for a man who had
been divorced.  We might not think much about this today but this was quite scandalous in the early
20th century as Rev. Hoge was accused of “condoning the immorality of divorce”.29

Henry Morrison Flagler (1830-1913) was one of the richest men in the world at the end of the
19th Century.  In 1901, he was an immensely wealthy oil tycoon, real estate promoter and railroad
developer.

Mr. Flagler’s first wife had died years earlier and he had married Ida Alice Shourds, who is
alleged to have suffered from extremely poor mental health for years.  He was able to persuade the
State of Florida to change its statute to permit him to divorce his second wife after she had been
institutionalized for several years.

Ten days after Mr. Flagler’s divorce was final, Rev. Hoge performed the ceremony in North
Carolina marrying Mr. Flagler (71) to a young socialite named Mary Lily Kenan (then 34).  Miss
Kenan, as a child, had been a member of Rev. Hoge’s church in Wilmington and he remained a
lifelong significant figure for her.30

Though his role in performing Mr. Flagler’s wedding ceremony had never been a secret, years
later it erupted into an enormous issue at Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church in Louisville.  As
a result, in May 1907, Rev. Hoge resigned his position as pastor, effective the following August 1. 

28  The above dates of ministerial service are taken from biographical information contained in a newspaper
story about Rev. Hoge’s unexpected death in 1940 (Louisville Courier-Journal, October 13, 1940) and a biographical
sketch about Rev. Hoge on the website of the Pewee Valley Historical Society (www.peweevalleyhistory.org).

29  See Sunshine and Shadow, a book by Evelyn Cary Hoge Mead (oldest daughter of Peyton Harrison Hoge),
a memoir privately published in 1983 for more on his life.  Pages 50-51 specifically address the family’s relocation to
Pewee Valley, Kentucky.

30
  See separate sidenote regarding Henry Flagler, his third wife Mary Lily Kenan, their connection to Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge and

her connection to Barry Bingham, Sr. of Louisville.
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Louisville Courier-Journal
August 10, 1907

Bemersyde House in
Pewee Valley, Kentucky

He planned to accept a new calling at a Presbyterian church in Princeton, New Jersey; however, the
commotion brewing at Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church in Louisville had reached the
hierarchy of the Presbyterian denomination and the job offer in New Jersey was withdrawn.

In his May 1907 letter of resignation, Rev. Hoge made it clear that he had long been aware of
an undercurrent of discontent among some of his congregation:  “I have always felt its presence, and
have felt it cutting the sinews of whatever strength I possessed, and retarding the growth and
progress of the church.”

Feeling that he “could no longer be responsible for
conditions that [he] did not create and that [he] could not remove”,
he informed the church that he would be severing his pastoral
relations with Warren Memorial Presbyterian Church.

On June 29, 1907, he purchased a large home on three acres
in Pewee Valley, in Oldham County, east of Louisville, for $7,000. 
News of his acquisition of the property was published in the local
newspaper on August 10, 1907.

One month later, he preached his last sermon at Warren
Memorial Presbyterian Church in downtown Louisville.

On July 31, 1907, the Louisville Courier-Journal published
a notice in which Rev. Hoge announced he was opening a “Home
for Boys” in his private home at 414 West Oak Street in Louisville

until September 1, 1907, and afterwards to be located at his new home in Pewee Valley.

Rev. Hoge Begins his 22-Year Ministry at Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church
Rev. Hoge served as senior pastor at Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church from 1907 until his

retirement in 1929 after 47 years of active ministry at various churches.  He continued as pastor
emeritus of Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church from 1929 until his death in 1940.

According to his daughter, Cary Hoge Mead, in her 1983 book Sunshine and Shadow”, Rev.
Hoge purchased a “sweet old rambling house with three acres of land” about 1907.  She goes on to
say that, when Henry Flagler learned about the upheaval his marriage to Mary Lily Kenan had caused
to Rev. Hoge’s pastoral career, he “insisted on giving him at this time what [Mr. Flagler] had
planned to leave him in his will.  Careful investment of this wonderfully generous gift, plus the small
salary from the little church, gave us enough to live on.”

This gift is estimated to have been $40,000, sufficient to
renovate the “sweet old rambling house” in Pewee Valley into a
home Rev. Hoge named Bemersyde (a Scottish term meaning a
stream or river runs through it), containing more than 20 rooms and
6,000 square feet of living space.  To see spectacular pictures of the
house from over the years as well as shots of the interior and more
details about the history of the house and Rev. Hoge’s life, see
www.peweevalleyhistory.org/bemersyde.html.

Bemersyde was also the name of the ancestral home of
Clan Haig, which is discussed elsewhere in this book. 
This fact would have been quite clear to Rev. Hoge as he
discussed it at length in his book Moses Drury Hoge: Life
and Letters published in 1899.

Rev. Hoge and Mary Stuart Holladay were married for 57 years.  At least 38 of their
descendants were present for their 50th wedding anniversary in 1933.
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Rev. Hoge died unexpectedly on October 12, 1940.  He had traveled with his wife to
Greenwich, Connecticut to perform the wedding ceremony for his granddaughter, Mary Stuart
Houston, to John W. Meriwether.  He had a heart attack while putting on his vestments, just minutes
before the ceremony was to begin.31  According to Aunt Cary in her book Sunshine and Shadow, the
wedding ceremony went on as scheduled.  Only a very few people knew that Rev. Hoge had passed
away until after the ceremony.  The family did not want to ruin the happy moment for his
granddaughter and her new husband.

A member of the Pendennis Club in Louisville as well as the Society of Colonial Wars, Rev.
Hoge was survived at the time of his death in 1940 by five children: William L. Hoge of Louisville,
Mary Stuart Hoge of Philadelphia, Peyton Harrison Hoge, Jr. of Louisville, Elizabeth Addison Hoge
Meriweather of Louisville and Evelyn Cary Hoge Mead of Hartford, Connecticut.  His daughter
Virginia Randolph Bolling Hoge San Germano predeceased him in 1937.

At the time of his death, Rev. Hoge had 17 living grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.  He,
his wife and many of their children are buried at Cave Hill Cemetery in Louisville
(www.cavehillcemetery.com).

31  For details on Rev. Hoge’s unexpected death, see Louisville Courier-Journal, October 13, 1940, front page.
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Rev. Peyton Harrison Hoge (standing far left) and his wife Mary Stuart Holladay Hoge (seated far left in
front of him) pose with their three oldest children (Virginia, William and Mary)

and other members of the Holladay family. Photo circa 1887, courtesy of Julia Holladay Worth.

A large number of Rev. Peyton Harrison Hoge’s many books, sermons and other writings are
available for free to download at https://www.logcollegepress.com/peyton-harrison-hoge-18581940,
including:

• The Travels of Ego and Alter: An Epistolary Narrative of a Tramp Through the Old
Dominion (1879)

• The Officers of a Presbyterian Congregation (1886)
• The Progressiveness of Christianity (1889)
• The Origin of Psalm LXVIII (1890)
• Reaching the Masses (1891)
• The General Assembly [Southern] of 1891 (1891)
• The Church on the Elizabeth River: A Memorial of the Two Hundred and Tenth Anniversary

of the First Presbyterian Church of Norfolk, VA, 1682-1892 (1892)
• The Cultivation of the Missionary Spirit at Home (1892)
• History of the First Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, N.C. (1893)
• Presbyterianism and the Future (1893)
• Earlier Licensure (1895)
• Knowing God: A Sermon (1895)
• Natural Law and Divine Providence (1896)
• Whites and Negroes in Wilmington: A Calm Review of the Recent Troubles (1898)
• Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters (1899)
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• A Gift to the Library (1899)
• Rev. Hoge’s Views on Public Prayer (1900)
• The Twentieth Century (1900-1901)
• The Divine Tragedy; A Drama of the Christ (1905)
• Prayer (1912)

At least five of these volumes are available in 2023 on www.amazon.com in hardback,
softback or digital forms.

Peyton Harrison Hoge’s important contribution as biographer
for his uncle, Rev. Dr. Moses Drury Hoge

An important accomplishment of Rev. Peyton Harrison Hoge’s life was the 1899 publication
of his book about his famous uncle, Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters by the Presbyterian
Committee of Publication.  In his Preface of the book, Rev. Peyton Hoge states:

“It was necessary, therefore, to gather up the materials of this biography [of Rev. Moses Drury
Hoge] from family letters and records, from his own correspondence, extending through over sixty
years, from contemporary newspaper reports and church records, and from the personal knowledge
of his family and friends.”

Rev. Peyton Hoge’s book was crafted from a “mass of material” from which he “endeavored
to select what would best illustrate the life [he] sought to present, and the times in which that life was
lived; endeavoring to keep in mind – however imperfectly [he may] have succeeded – the words of
Emerson, that ‘all public facts are to be individualized, and all private facts are to be generalized. 
Thus, at once, History becomes fluid and true, and Biography deep and sublime.’”

Rev. Hoge recognized that addressing his uncle’s significant part in the Civil War would
expose his legacy to controversy.  He endeavored to demonstrate fidelity to his subject by presenting
the facts “as correctly and adequately as possible”, given the prevailing points of view of that time.

Rev. Hoge’s book about Moses Drury Hoge addresses the ancestry, birth and boyhood of his
famous uncle, his education and preparation for the ministry, his long ministerial career (including
serving as the pastor of Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond, Virginia for a remarkable 54
years), his ceaseless support of the Confederacy in the Civil War, his trip to England to secure bibles
and testaments for the rebel troops, his family life, his death, the anniversaries celebrated and a
summation of his character and his body of work.  Appended to the book are various orations,
sermons, prayers offered at solemn occasions, addresses and writings of Rev. Moses Drury Hoge.

The book Moses Drury Hoge: Life and Letters is available for free download in the Books
section of www.FamilySearch.org.
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Mary Lily Kenan and
Henry Morrison Flagler,
married August 24, 1901

Whitehall Mansion in Palm Beach, Florida,
now the Henry Morrison Flagler Museum

Sidenote about Henry Flagler, Mary Lily Kenan Flagler and Robert Worth Bingham  
It was 1891 when North Carolina socialite Mary Lily Kenan met Henry Morrison Flagler, a

founding partner of Standard Oil and one of the wealthiest men in the world.  At the time, he was
61and she was 23.  There are hundreds of websites where you can learn more about Henry Flagler,
his vast wealth, the scandals in which he was involved and the three women he married.  We suggest
you start at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Flagler to get a good overview and then dig further,
if you are interested.

Founder of the Florida East Coast Railway, which ran from Daytona to Key West, Henry is best
known for his development of Florida's east coast. He contributed to Florida's economy through
tourism, agriculture and the grain business. He was also a pioneer in the development of Florida as
an American vacation center.

Despite his seemingly limitless wealth, Henry was unhappy with his second marriage.  His
wife, Ida Alice Shourds, was reported to dabble in Spiritualism, allegedly speaking to spirits,
consulting her Ouija board, talking openly about her husband’s infidelity and was generally “unruly”. 
She was declared “insane” in 1896 and was confined to an asylum in New York State on a
permanent basis.  She eventually died in 1930 after 35 years of involuntary confinement.  Once the
wife of one of the richest men in the country, she died alone at the sanitarium in Pleasantville, New
York, where a private funeral service was conducted before she was buried at Cypress Hill Cemetery
in Brooklyn.

Meanwhile, Henry had fallen madly in love with Mary
Lily Kenan and soon he set the wheels in motion to obtain a
divorce from Ida.  The process took several years and
involved Henry persuading the Florida Legislature to make a
spouse’s insanity legitimate grounds for divorce.  While
waiting for his divorce, Henry reportedly gave Mary Lily over
$1 million in jewelry [in 1901 dollars].  Incidentally, Henry
Flagler was the only person to take advantage of that law and
it was repealed in 1905.

Henry and Mary Lily married on August 24, 1901 – ten
days after his divorce became final.  The groom was 72; she
was 34.  Mary Lily’s former minister, Rev. Dr. Peyton
Harrison Hoge, went from Louisville, Kentucky to
Kenansville, North Carolina and performed the wedding
ceremony for the couple at her parents’ plantation.  The
wedding had been secretly planned for some time and was a
lavish affair.  The press had a field day with the event and the
ac c ou n t s

were published in papers around the world.
Because Henry Flagler had gone through

a very public divorce and because of his
widespread fame, Rev. Hoge’s decision to
perform this ceremony came to plague his
ministerial career several years later.

Henry and Mary Lily’s marriage, by all
public accounts, was happy.  Henry lavished his
new bride with a palatial 60,000 square foot

49

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Flagler


home he built for her in Palm Beach, Florida, completed in 1902.  The New York Herald described
the Flagler “winter home” as “. . . more wonderful than any palace in Europe, grander and more
magnificent than any other private dwelling in the world.”  They traveled around the country in
Henry’s private rail cars.  They sailed on Henry’s 160-foot steam yacht and frequented the many
hotels Henry had built throughout Florida.  They also had a home in New York City as well, where
Standard Oil had its headquarters.

In March 1913, Henry fell down the stairs at the Palm Beach mansion known as Whitehall. 
His hip was broken and, at 83, the injury led to his death two months later.  If you visit Miami today,
you’ll find many monuments and commemorations to the “Father of Florida”, as he was known. 
One of Miami’s main street is Flagler Street, there is Flagler Monument Island is Biscayne Bay,
Flagler College, Flagler Hospital, Flagler County, Flagler Beach and much more.  Whitehall, the
home he built in 1902 for Mary Lily, is now a museum [www.flaglermuseum.us].

As Henry Flagler’s widow, Lily became the richest woman in the country.  The fortune was
estimated in 1913 dollars to be worth $60 to $100 million.  In today’s dollars, she would be worth
approximately $3,000,000.

A year or two after Henry Flagler’s death, Mary Lily renewed a relationship from her youth
with Robert Worth Bingham, who was by then a former Judge in Louisville, Kentucky.  His wife
Eleanor Miller had died about three years earlier so he and Mary Lily were both unmarried.  The fact
that she was the richest woman in the country no doubt offered some enticement and Robert
Bingham persisted in repeatedly asking Mary Lily to marry him.  A few months later, she relented. 
Under pressure from Mary Lily’s family and advisors, Bingham signed a waiver giving up any claim
to her fortune.

Mary Lily Flagler and Robert Bingham were married in a very small ceremony at the home of
friends in New York City on November 15, 1916.  Reportedly, as a wedding gift, Mary Lily
presented her new husband with a check for $50,000 and, allegedly, he gave her nothing at all.

Robert and the new Mrs. Bingham spent the first six months of their marriage at her homes in
New York and Palm Beach.  They went to Louisville in May 1917 and immediately thereafter Mary
Lily’s health began to deteriorate.  She complained of chest pains and was diagnosed with
myocarditis. Reportedly, her husband hired a dermatologist to attend her, whose treatment consisted
of regular shots of morphine.

In July 1917, Mary Lily had a codicil to her will drawn up whereby Robert Bingham would
receive $5,000,000 from her estate outright, irrespective of the waiver he had signed.

On July 27, 1917, during a heat wave, she was found in her tub, unconscious.  Suspecting a
heart attack, the dermatologist and a pediatrician treated her again with morphine.  She died during
convulsions shortly thereafter, only eight months after her wedding.

The initial death certificate listed the cause of death as edema, or swelling of the brain, with
myocarditis, a heart condition, as a contributing cause.  Her family, however, found her death
suspicious and on September 17, 1917, her brothers and a team of doctors exhumed her coffin to
perform a secret autopsy.  Her body reportedly contained what was described as “enormous
amounts” of morphine, and apparently heavy metal poisons, possibly arsenic and mercury.

The family sued Robert Bingham, but the case was eventually dropped.  Speculation as to the
true cause of Mary Lily’s death is still rampant.  Some dispute the conclusion that she died of natural
causes, suggesting a very different cause of death running from murder via an overdose of morphine
to neglect from the withholding of proper medical attention.  It’s been alleged she was a chronic
alcoholic and died of that disease or even tertiary syphilis, reportedly contracted either from Robert
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Bingham during youth or possibly from her first husband, Henry Flagler.  The mystery of her death
has endured for more than 100 years.  She died with no children to survive her.

Sallie Bingham, grand-daughter of Robert Bingham, in an article entitled “Mary Lily Kenan
Flagler Bingham: The Truth Will Out”, writes, “Just before his first payment was due from the
executors [my grandfather] was told that a second autopsy report showed an overdose of Salvarsan
had killed Mary Lily.”  (Salvarsan was a potentially deadly treatment used decades ago to treat
syphilis.)  Ms. Bingham’s article goes on to discuss the fact that the “subsequent murder trial reached
no conclusion about who had administered the dose” and she notes that her grandfather did not
attend the rest of the trial and that the remaining witnesses “disappeared, as well as evidence.”

Eventually, Robert Bingham received the $5,000,000 awarded to him by Mary Lily’s codicil
and the remainder of her enormous estate was divided among her heirs, particularly her favorite
niece, Mrs. Louise Wise Lewis, and her siblings.  The distribution of Mary Lily’s estate was tied up
in the courts for years.  Robert Bingham used the massive gift from his late wife to purchase the
Louisville Courier-Journal newspaper.

There have been a host of books and articles written about this case, including:
The Binghams of Louisville: The Dark History Behind One of America's Great

Fortunes by David and Mary Chandler, 1988
House of Dreams – The Bingham Family of Louisville by Marie Brenner,

Random House, 1988
Irrepressible – The Jazz Age Life of Henrietta Bingham by Emily Bingham,

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2015
“Mary Lily Kenan Flagler Bingham: The Truth Will Out”, an article by Sallie

Bingham on her website (www.salliebingham.com), 2015
“The Mary Lily Kenan Conspiracy” article by Robert Covert on the St.

Augustine Historical Society’s website (www.staughs.com), 2023
A quick Google search will turn up many more sources for additional information.
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Col. Charles C.
Mengel, Jr.

COL. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER MENGEL, JR.
1856-1934

Father-in-Law of William Lacy Hoge, Sr.

No discussion of William L. Hoge, Sr. could be complete without a
detailed conversation about his wife’s father.  Bill Sr. married Emily Tryon
Mengel in 1914.  Her father was the incomparable Col. Charles
Christopher Mengel, the industrialist who founded C. C. Mengel, Jr. &
Bro. Co., Mengel Box Company, the Mengel Company, Mengel Body
Company, Mengel Playthings, Mengel Company Aircraft Department and
Mengel Furniture Company.

Parents of Charles Christopher Mengel, Jr. and Family’s Migration to
Louisville

The father of the subject of this chapter, also named Charles
Christopher Mengel, Sr. was born about 1826 in Gera, Saxony, Germany. 
He immigrated to America in April 1853 and was in the tobacco industry,
exporting seed leaf tobacco.  He became a naturalized American citizen on May 15, 1854 in Boston. 
He died in 1896 at age 70 in Bay City, Michigan and is buried at Elm Lawn Cemetery there.

The senior Charles C. Mengel married twice.  The first time was to Lucy A. Wheeler of West
Springfield, Massachusetts on June 30, 1852.  We know very little about her except her parents are
believed to have been Calvin and Chloe Wheeler, that she died after only two years of marriage and
she had no known children from this marriage.

On Christmas Day 1855 in Boston, Charles Christopher Mengel, Sr. married Jane Nickerson
Potter, a native of Massachusetts born in 1836.  This was Jane’s first marriage.  She died in 1924 and
is buried at Elm Lawn Cemetery in Bay City, Michigan with her husband and her daughter, Jennie E.
Mengel (1868-1894).

Charles C. Mengel, Sr. and his wife Jane Potter Mengel moved around quite a bit with their
children.  The first several years of their marriage, they were living in Massachusetts.  In the 1860
census, they were living in St. Louis, Missouri with the four  oldest children.  For the 1870 census,
they were living in the Bronx, New York with five children, as well as an Elizabeth Potter, about 70
years old, presumably Jane’s mother.  In one census record, Elizabeth is reported to have been born
in Scotland; in another record, she is listed as having been born in Maine.  By the time of the 1880
census, the family was living in Louisville, Kentucky.  Charles, Sr. was enumerated as being 54 years
old at the time and working as a tobacco manufacturer.  His wife Jane was 45 by this time and six
children are listed.

Charles C. Mengel, Sr. and his wife Jane Nickerson Potter were the parents of six children:
(1) Son Charles Christopher Mengel, Jr., the subject of this chapter (born 1856 in

Glouchester, Massachusetts; died 1934 in Louisville, Kentucky)
(2) Son Clarence Rudolph Mengel (born 1858 in Massachusetts; died 1939 in

Louisville, Kentucky) – Married Mary Castleman in 1869 in Louisville.  She was the
mother of his four children:  Samuel Castleman Mengel (1892-1961), Clarence R.
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Charles C. Mengel, Jr.
1856-1934

Mengel, Jr. (1894-1920)32, James F. Mengel (1896-_____?) and Edwin Potter
Mengel (1901-1964).

(3) Daughter Mary E. Mengel (born 1860 in Missouri; died 1940 in Bay City,
Michigan) – Married George Francis Ambrose.  Mother of George F. Ambrose, Jr.
(1884-1961), Mary Isabella Ambrose Wheat (1886-1983) and Clarence Mengel
Ambrose (1889-1944).

(4) Son Edwin Theodore Mengel (born 1865 in Missouri; died 1922 at age 57 in Bay
City, Michigan of throat cancer).  He was single, per his 1922 death certificate.

(5) Daughter Jennie E. Mengel (born in 1868 in New York) – She died of Bright’s
Disease (kidney disease) in Bay City, Michigan on January 18, 1894.  She was only
25 years old and is buried in Elm Lawn Cemetery in Bay City, beside her parents. 
She was listed on early census records as “Jane”.

(6) Herbert Wheeler Mengel (born 1870 in New York; died 1930 in Louisville,
Kentucky) – Married Jennie Nita Angell (1872-1934); she was a prominent suffragist
and educator.  They were the parents of Elizabeth Mengel Duffield (1898-1980),
Herbert Wheeler Mengel, Jr. (1900-1930), Francis Rawson Mengel (1910-1918) and
twin Jane Potter Mengel (1910-1970).

When Charles C. Mengel, Sr. died in 1896, he was survived by his wife Jane and four of their
six children (Mary, Edward, Clarence and Charles Mengel, Jr.).  Jane Nickerson Potter Mengel died
in 1924.  They, along with their young unmarried daughter Jennie E. Mengel (1868-1894), are buried
at Elm Lawn Cemetery in Bay City, Michigan.

Charles C. Mengel, Jr.’s Marriage, Children and Personal Life
On January 12, 1882, Charles Christopher Mengel, Jr. married Emily

Mason Tryon, whose father, Captain Frank Tryon, was a Confederate
officer captured and mortally wounded in the Battle of Stones River in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  Charles and Emily Mengel had five children:
(1) Daughter Julia Morsell Mengel (1883-1939), who married Dr.

Cuthbert Thompson in 1909.
(2) Son Charles C. Mengel, Jr. (1885-1937), who in 1911 married Mary

Anderson Kelly (1886-1934), daughter of Colonel Robert Kelly.  They
were the parents of two sons:  Charles C. Mengel, III (1912-1918, died
at age 7) and Robert Morrow Mengel (1921-1990).

(3) Daughter Jane Potter Mengel (1888-1952), who married Arthur
Dwight Allen in 1910.  They were the parents of four children: 
Arthur D. Allen, Jr. (1913-1959), Charles Mengel Allen (1916-2000),
Jane Mengel Allen (1917-1986) and Tryon Belknap Allen (1918-
1965).

32  Clarence R. Mengel, Jr. (1894-1920), son of Clarence R. Mengel, saved a young girl named Madelyn A.
Coffin from drowning off the coast of Osterville, Massachusetts, while he was on vacation with his father in 1911. 
Clarence, Jr. was then 17 years old.  Later, in 1920, while in Africa on business for the Mengel Company, Clarence, Jr.
died, presumably of a fever present in that area.  He was 24 years old.  See clippings from the Louisville Courier-Journal
dated September 10, 1911 concerning the water rescue of young Madelyn and September 11, 1920 about his death in
Africa.

54



Jane Potter Mengel Allen and her husband Arthur Dwight Allen (1879-1949) were both
noted painters.  Jane painted oils and water colors for exhibition.  Mr. and Mrs. Allen had a
joint exhibit of water colors in 1947 at the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe.  Jane was a
founder and past president of the Louisville Art Center Association.  Her husband was a trustee
of the University of Louisville.

Their son Charles Mengel Allen (1916-2000) received a B.A. from Yale University in
1941 and an LL.B from the University of Louisville School of Law in 1943.  He was in private
law practice from 1944 to 1945, and was a teacher at Arizona Desert School, Tucson, Arizona
from 1945 to 1946, returning to private practice in Louisville, Kentucky from 1946 to 1955. 
He became assistant U.S. Attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice from 1955 to 1959, and
was again in private practice in Louisville from 1959 to 1961.  He was a judge on the Jefferson
County Circuit Court, Fourth Chancery Division in Louisville, Kentucky from 1961 to 1971. 
On November 17, 1971, Judge Allen was nominated by President Richard M. Nixon to a seat
on the United States District Court for the Western District of Kentucky vacated by Henry L.
Brooks.  He served as Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court from 1977–1985, assuming senior
status on October 1, 1985 and working in that capacity until his death in Louisville on
January 4, 2000.  A copy of a two-page article about his life, career and death in included in
the Appendix to this book.

(4) Daughter Emily Tryon Mengel (1893-1953), who married William Lacy Hoge (1885-1977),
son of Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge.  They were the parents of three children:  Emily Tryon
Hoge, Mary Holladay Hoge and William Lacy Hoge, Jr.  This branch of the Hoge family is
discussed in substantial detail in the following chapter.

(5) Son Frank Tryon Mengel (1898-1946), who in 1921 married Carolyn Pendleton Radford
(1893-1971).  They had one child, Alice Radford Mengel (1922-2006).  Frank and Caroline
divorced in 1935 and he married Ruby May West in 1940.  We are unaware of any children
born of his second marriage.

Colonel Mengel and the Kentucky State Guard
According to newspapers of the day and the biography of Colonel Mengel published in the

History of Kentucky and Kentuckians, Volume II, about 1895, while President of the Louisville
Board of Trade, Charles C. Mengel, Jr. reorganized the Louisville Legion, known as the 1st Kentucky
Regiment after its return from Cuba.  Despite the fact that he sought to place someone older than
himself in charge, someone “better versed in military affairs”, he was unanimously elected Colonel;
but only accepted the honor temporarily, as a matter of duty.33  However, Colonel Mengel continued
to accept the use of the title for the remainder of his lifetime.

As best we are able to determine today, Colonel Mengel’s title, by which he was commonly
referred, arose not out of any active duty military service but rather from his successful efforts to
reorganize the Kentucky militia and their responsiveness to a call from Gov. William Bradley during
what was anticipated to be night of bloodshed and civil unrest associated with the election on
November 7, 1899.  No such unrest occurred and the State Guard was called off without a single shot
having been fired.  (See Louisville Courier-Journal, November 8, 1899, pages 1 and 3 for details
about the election night riot that never happened.)

33  History of Kentucky and Kentuckians, Volume II, Pages 605-606, by E. Polk Johnson, published by The
Lewis Publishing Company of  Chicago and New York, 1912 <https://kytttp.genealogyvillage.com/hkk/mengel,cc.php>.
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Col. Charles C. Mengel, Jr.’s Home at
1325 South Third Street in Old Louisville

Mengel Mansion built on Third Street in Old
Louisville in 1885

Colonel Mengel in 1885 built a palatial
three-story, 9,000 square foot home for his
family at 1325 South Third Street in Old
Louisville.34

The house features eight bedrooms, four
full baths and two half baths.  There is a recently
restored carriage house with six bedrooms that
used to house all of the Mengel family’s
carriages and in which some of the servants
resided.

Among the remarkable features of the
home are the exotic hardwoods featured
throughout, including mahoganies from Africa
and South America as well as walnut, cherry, oak, maple and fir.  See more information and pictures
of the amazing interior of the house on the Old House Dreams website at
https://www.oldhousedreams.com/2010/12/09/1885-louisville-ky.

Death of Colonel Mengel
Charles C. Mengel, Jr. was a major figure in Louisville, certainly with respect to his business

acumen, innovations and his involvement in civic affairs.  It was certainly a shock for his family and
the community when, on November 7, 1934, he died of a heart attack in the vestibule of the
Louisville Country Club.

Colonel Mengel, at the time, was living with his daughter, Mrs. Cuthbert Thompson (Julia
Morsell Mengel).  The two of them had just had dinner with another daughter, Mrs. Arthur D. Allen
(Jane Potter Mengel).  Julia was driving them home when the Colonel became ill.  She stopped at
the Louisville Country Club, got him inside the main entrance and a sedative was administered.  He
said he felt better and asked Julia to take him home.  Unfortunately, he collapsed in the vestibule of
the Club.  A doctor was summoned but Col. Charles Christopher Mengel, Jr. was dead by the time
the physician arrived.  His death was attributed to a massive heart attack.

And so . . . a legend and giant in the Louisville community had passed.  We’re sure his
unexpected demise sent massive waves through the business, civic and social circles.  He is buried
at Cave Hill Cemetery, alongside his beloved wife, Emily Mason Tryon Mengel, and many other
members of his extended family.

History of Various Mengel Enterprises
About 1877, Col. Mengel purchased a box and planing mill plant in Louisville.  He and his

brother, Clarence Rudolph Mengel (1858-1939), formed a limited partnership in 1886, known as the

34  See Louisville Courier-Journal article written June 7, 2018 by Emma Austin entitled “Idyllic English Garden
Hidden in Plain Sight in Old Louisville”.
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/life/home-garden/home-of-the-week/2018/06/07/old-louisville-home-english-garden-tour/465544002

See also feature article from the Courier-Journal entitled “Old Louisville Home Tour showcases mansions” by Martha
Elson, May 21, 2015:

https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/local/centralwest/2015/05/21/old-louisville-home-tour-showcases-mansions/27659169
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C. C. Mengel, Jr. & Bro. Company.  About 1890, they were joined in the business by their younger
brother, Herbert Wheeler Mengel (1870-1930).

The stock of C. C. Mengel, Jr. & Bro. Company was eventually acquired by the Mengel
Company, which took over the box making enterprise and eventually acquired all of the mahogany
business and capital stock of the original company.  Those operations spanned the global, including
the west coast of Africa, British Honduras, Brazil, the Yucatan and other parts of Central America. 
The company developed its own railroads within those countries, built facilities for processing and
shipping mahogany logs and other timber and owned its own fleet of vessels for transporting timber,
cocoa beans, etc. from Africa and Mexico.

When the first shots were fired at Veracruz, Mexico in an attempt by the United States to
occupy that port in 1914, the Mexican government confiscated all of the property of the Mengel
Company, including its railroads and millions of feet of logs and other assets exceeding $1.5 million
in value at that time.  This was a major setback for the company and its investors.

A few decades later, two Mengel ships were destroyed during World War I.  One was a
4-masted wooden barque sailing ship re-christened the C. C. Mengel, Jr. which was sunk by a
German submarine near Devon, England.  That ship had been acquired by the company primarily
to transport lumber from Belize to the United States.  The other war-related casualty for the company
was a schooner filled with cocoa beans from Africa that was sunk off the coast of Delaware by
German submarines.

At one time, C. C. Mengel, Jr. & Bro. Company was the country’s largest manufacturer of
wooden boxes, and also owned a controlling interest in two other box manufacturers, the Columbia
Box Co. and the Tyler Box Co.

In the second decade of the 1900s, the company erected a new 4-story steel reinforced concrete
factory at 1100-1200 Dumesnil Street in Louisville which occupied the entire block between 11th and
12th Streets, adjacent to the Illinois Central Railway.35

Yet another enterprise was Mengel Body Company, organized in 1922 as a subsidiary of the
Mengel Co., which supplied automakers such as Ford with wooden car body components.  A factory
was built at 13th and Dumesnil Streets in Louisville where lumber was dried and cured and millwork
completed.  But the demand for wood and composite bodies eventually came to an end and the firm
shifted its focus to crafting wood doors, furniture and even art-deco radio cabinets for Philco.  The
demand for these products escalated when World War II drew to an end and the company also turned
its attention to contemporary home furnishings such as bedroom sets, dining room sets, living room
furniture and desks.

Another entity, Mengel Playthings, produced a line of wooden toys in the early 20th Century,
including wooden wagons, tricycles and wooden slides as well as miniatures such as a replica of Gar
Wood’s Miss America Speedboat, which was offered in two sizes and could actually be run in the
water using a clockwork-powered propeller.36

Like thousands of other companies, the Mengel Company became integral to the American war
effort in World War II.  In 1942, Louisville became the site of a $12,000,000 Curtiss-Wright aircraft
assembly plant that was shrouded in secrecy during much of its three years of operation.  The
mission was production of an experimental wooden cargo plane known as the C-76 Caravan.  The

35  Coachbuilt website page about C. C. Mengel, Jr. & Bro. Company, Mengel Furniture Co., Mengel
Playthings, Mengel Body Company and the Mengel Company at http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/m/mengel/mengel.htm 

36  See Coachbuilt website referenced above.
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Charles C. Mengel, Jr.

presence of the Mengel Company on 12th Street made Louisville an ideal location.  The company was
a leading supplier and fabricator of wood and wood products and it became the largest single
supplier of wood for the 20 or so twin-engine Caravans manufactured during the War. 
Unfortunately, the first Caravan built in Louisville crashed on its first public test flights on May 10,
1943 after an explosion in mid-air killed three crew members.37  The project was abandoned and the
Curtiss-Wright plant of Crittenden Drive near Standiford Field shifted to manufacturing C-46
Commando planes from aluminum and modifying support work on other aircraft.

After World War II, Mengel Company hired a French-American designer named Raymond
Loewy to design a new line of modern furniture branded “Perminized”.  Loewy, considered by some
to be “the father of industrial design” created the Shell logo, the Greyhound bus logo and the Lucky
Strike cigarette package, among many others.  Loewy’s objective was to make “the mundane side
of the 20th century more beautiful”.  His design concept became known as “MAYA” (“most
advanced, yet acceptable”).  The mid-century modern furniture he designed for Mengel Furniture
remains collectible, even today.38

There is a lot of fascinating information about many of these Mengel enterprises on the
internet, including a website dedicated to “Coachbuilt” vehicles which bills itself as the
“Encyclopedia of American Coachbuilders & Coachbuilding”.  For pictures and fascinating
background on Col. Mengel and his 20th Century enterprises, visit:

http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/m/mengel/mengel.htm 
The remarkable life of Col. Charles C. Mengel, Jr. – the son of a German immigrant – is

summarized in this transcript of his biographical sketch published in History of Kentucky – The Blue
Grass State, Volume III, pages 12-15, published 1928 by The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company,
Chicago & Louisville:

COLONEL CHARLES C. MENGEL
1856-1934

Colonel Charles C. Mengel, one of the prominent captains of industry in the United States
and an outstanding figure in the line of industry where his activities have been largely centered,

is the founder and president of the business from which has been
developed The Mengel Company, Inc., the main office being located in
Louisville, Kentucky.  Colonel Mengel was born in Gloucester, Essex
county, Massachusetts, October 29, 1856, a son of Charles C. and Jane
(Potter) Mengel.  For many generations the Mengel family were woolen
manufacturers at Gera, Saxony, carrying on the business that had been
established there by Michael Mengel during the early part of the
seventeenth century.  Colonel Mengel’s father was born at this old
manufacturing town in Saxony, in 1826, and in 1849 came to America,
locating in New England.  He married Miss Jane Potter, who was born
in Boston of Scottish parentage, and in later years removed to St. Louis,
where he became a prominent dealer in tobaccos, and was the first
American dealer to export seed leaf tobacco to Europe.  His death
occurred in 1896, in Bay City, Michigan.

37  See “Louisville Critical to War Effort”, an article in the Louisville Courier-Journal by Martha Elson,
published December 4, 2016, page K-10.

38  Learn more about Raymond Loewy at: 
www.via.studio/journal/design-craft-series-the-mengel-furniture-company 
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Colonel Charles C. Mengel was educated in the public schools of Brooklyn, New York, and
although he graduated from high school at a comparatively early age, was well fitted by his
educational training for business pursuits.  He began his business career at the age of sixteen as
an employee of an ax manufacturing firm in the east.  In 1874 he came to Louisville and until 1877
was connected with the tobacco manufacturing business.  In the summer of 1877 Colonel Mengel
started the business from which has been developed the large industry now represented by The
Mengel Company, Inc.  At that time he purchased a box and planing mill plant located at the
corner of Brook and Main streets, later incorporating the C. C. Mengel & Bro. Co., a firm still in
existence, but whose stock was acquired in 1918 by the Mengel Company.39  This corporation was
organized in 1889 and took over the box part of the business of C. C. Mengel & Bro. Co., although
it later acquired all the mahogany business and the capital stock of said company.  The operations
of that company extend all over the world, to the west coast of Africa, British Honduras, Yucatan
and Mexico, where the company had found it necessary to develop and own railroads and establish
other facilities for exploiting mahogany logs and timber, besides owning its own fleet of vessels
for the transportation of logs, cocoa beans, etc., from Africa and Mexico.  This company was the
pioneer in its line of operations in the African field.  As an incident of the prosecution of the
business of the C. C. Mengel & Bro. Co., in Mexico, it is of interest to recall that, when Admiral
Fletcher fired the first gun at Vera Cruz, the Mexican government promptly confiscated all the
property of the company, including railroads, millions of feet of logs and other assets to the value
of one million, five hundred thousand dollars, a claim for which amount is now in the hands of the
United States government for collection.  A further historic incident is the sinking of two of the
company’s ships, one of which was The Dirego destined for Havre, and the other, a schooner laden
with cocoa beans from Africa, sunk off the coast of Delaware by German submarines.  First of all
businesses of this character to enter the African field, it is about the only one today which
continues to own and cut its own timber.  It is almost fifty-five years since Colonel Mengel became
identified with Louisville’s business interests and for more than half a century of that period he has
been in the same business.  He has had a most prominent connection with the industrial, civic,
financial, military and club life of the city.

While president of the Louisville Board of Trade he reorganized the Louisville Legion,
known as the First Kentucky Regiment after its return from Cuba, and whereas he sought to place
someone better versed in military affairs than himself at its head, he was unanimously elected
colonel; but he only accepted the honor temporarily as a matter of duty.  It so happened that after
his acceptance of the coloneicy the bitter factional troubles of 1899 and 1900 in Kentucky politics
arose, and his regiment was on duty at Frankfort during a portion of that period.

For many years he has been a member of the Pendennis Club and a former president of that
fine old organization; a member of the Louisville Country Club, the Engineers Club, the Audubon
Club and the Salmagundi Club and former vice president of the Home of the Innocents.

On January 12, 1882, Colonel Mengel was married to Miss Emily Mason Tryon, who was
born and reared in Louisville.  Her father, Captain Frank Tryon, was a gallant Confederate officer
who was captured at the surrender of Fort Donelson but later participated in the battle of Stone
River, where he was killed.  Colonel and Mrs. Mengel have two sons and three daughters, as
follows: Julia Morsell, who married Dr. Cuthbert Thompson; Jane Potter, the wife of Arthur
Dwight Allen and the mother of four children – Arthur D. Allen, Jr., Charles Mengel Allen, Tryon

39  Col. Mengel’s brother was Clarence R. Mengel (1858-1939), per the Encyclopedia of Louisville by John E.
Kieber, published by University Press of Kentucky in 2001, page 610, which goes on to say that in 1890, they were
joined by brother Herbert W. Mengel (1871-1930), all of whom were natives of Gloucester, Massachusetts.
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Belknap Allen and Jane Allen; Charles C., Jr., who married Mary Anderson Kelly, daughter of
Colonel Robert Kelly, and became the father of two sons, Charles C. Mengel (III), who is deceased,
and Robert Morrow Mengel; Emily T., who is the wife of William H. {sic, should be L.} Hoge, son
of Rev. Hoge, and the mother of three children – Emily Tryon Hoge, Mary Holladay Hoge and
William Lacy Hoge, Jr.; and Frank Tryon, who married Miss Caroline Radford and has a daughter,
Alice Radford Mengel.

Politically Colonel Mengel has always been a stanch {sic} republican and for years has been
one of the party’s counsellors and advisers in this section of the state.  At no time a seeker of
political preferment, Colonel Mengel has not been able wholly to deny himself to public service and
has at different times accepted a place on the board of sinking fund commissioners, and later served
as director of the Louisville Water Company, during which time many economic methods were
introduced which enabled the water company to operate on a paying basis.  Colonel Mengel is now
one of the sewer commissioners, which commission was created by an act of the legislature for the
purpose of constructing large sewers in this city for its proper drainage.  He has always manifested
a keen interest in securing good government for the city of Louisville and has rendered efficient
services in its behalf and to the party to which he belongs.  During the presidential campaign of
1896, known as the gold and silver campaign, Colonel Mengel did yeoman service in support of
William McKinley and the gold standard.  He wrote a very attractive and understandable booklet,
advocating sound money, that was widely circulated and unquestionably wielded a most helpful
influence for that political issue.

Colonel Mengel is a man of large affairs, well balanced capacities and powers whose sound
judgment and even-paced energy have carried him steadily forward to a position of national
prominence in his field of activity.  His career is a notable example of brilliant achievement and his
life has been conspicuously useful.  The elements were happily blended in the rounding out of
Colonel Mengel’s nature, for he unites the refinements of life with the sterner qualities of
mmanhood and his efforts have been resultant factors in everything he has undertaken.

# # #
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OBITUARY OF COL. CHARLES C. MENGEL, JR.

Be c ause  o f the  po o r qualit y  o f the  availab le  image
o f this  ne ws  s t o ry ,  the  c o nt e nt  o f same  was
c are fully  t rans c rib e d fro m the  front  page  o f the
Lo uisville  Co urie r-Jo urnal o n No ve mb e r 9,  1934.

Col. C. C. Mengel, Sr., president of the Mengel Company, well
known in Louisville civic and social circles, died unexpectedly at the
Louisville Country Club at 10:10 o’clock Thursday night [November 8,
1934].  He was 78 years old.

Dr. John M. Keaney, Coroner, attributed death to a heart ailment. 
Relatives and business associates said Colonel Mengel had suffered heart attacks at irregular
intervals over a period of years.

With a daughter, Mrs. Cuthbert Thompson [Julia Morsell Mengel], Dartmouth
Apartments, with whom he made his home, Colonel Mengel was returning by automobile from
dinner at the home of Mrs. Arthur D. Allen [Jane Potter Mengel], Glenview, another daughter,
when he became ill.

Dies At Country Club.
Mrs. Thompson stopped the car at the Louisville Country Club and, taking him inside, administered sedatives. 

He told her he felt better and they were about to continue of their way home when he collapsed in the club’s vestibule. 
Dr. Frank Strickler was summoned, but Colonel Mengel was dead when the physician arrived.

At the time of his death, Colonel Mengel was a member of the Sewer Commission.  He was an early president
of the Louisville Board of Trade, holding that position several terms.  He also was a past president of the Pendennis
Club and a former vice president of the Home of the Innocents and was a member of the Louisville Country Club, the
Audubon Country Club, the Engineers’ Club and the Salmagundi Club.

He was a director of the old National Bank of Kentucky and a former director of the Louisville Water Company
and at different times was a member of the Board of Sinking Fund Commissioners.  He was affiliated with the
Republican Party.  An aviation enthusiast, he flew many miles last summer while touring Europe.

Born in Gloucester, Mass., the son of Charles C. Mengel and Jane Potter Mengel, he later moved to Brooklyn,
N.Y., where he was educated in public schools.  His father was a woolen manufacturer, continuing in a business
established by members of the Mengel family several generations back in Saxony.  His mother was of Scottish
parentage.

Colonel Mengel’s father later engaged in the tobacco business, and in 1875, when Colonel Mengel came ot
Louisville, he also became interested in tobacco, for a time manufacturing plug chewing tobacco.  After 1877, however,
his principal interests were with the manufacture of lumber and boxes and the importation of mahogany timber.

At one time his firm was descried as foremost in the production, export and use of mahogany timber, its
operations extending to the West Coast of Africa, British Honduras and Yucatan, Mexico.  The company found it
necessary to develop and own railroads and establish other facilities for exploiting mahogany logs, besides owning its
own fleet of ships for transporting logs, cocoa beans and other articles from Africa and Mexico.

As an incident of the transaction of the firm’s business in Mexico, it was recalled that when Admiral Fletcher
fired the first gun at Vera Cruz, the Mexican Government promptly confiscated all the property of the company in
Mexico – property the value of which was estimated at $1,500,000.

During the World War [WW I], two of the company’s ships were sunk by German submarines.  One of the
ships was laden with munitions and destined for Havre.

In 1882, Colonel Mengel married Miss Emily Mason Tryon, daughter of Frank Tryon, a captain in the
Confederate Army.

Besides Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Allen, Colonel Mengel is survived by another daughter, Mrs. William L.
Hoge; two sons, F. Tryon Mengel of London, England and Charles C. Mengel, Jr.; a sister, Mrs. George F. Ambrose,
Seattle, Wash., and nine grandchildren:  Arthur D. Allen, Jr., Charles Mengel Allen, Tryon Belknap Allen, Miss Jane
Mengel Allen, Miss Emily Tryon Hoge, Miss Mary Holladay Hoge, Miss Alice Radford Mengel, Will L. Hoge, Jr.,
and Robert Morrow Mengel.

Heart Attack Fatal 
To C. C. Mengel, Sr. 
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Mengel Box Company
in Louisville, Kentucky

(circa 1920s)

Timeline of Col. Charles C. Mengel
and Various Mengel Enterprises

1877 - Purchase of box factory by Charles C. Mengel, Jr.
1886 – C. C. Mengel, Jr. & Bro. Company was formed with Charles’ brother, Clarence R. Mengel. 

A massive plant was built in Louisville at 11th and Kentucky Streets.
1899 – Mengel Box Company organized; took over the box business from the original company.
1890 – Brother Herbert Mengel joined Charles and Clarence in the business.
1901 – Large factory built in Hickman, Kentucky to manufacture wooden boxes and furniture. 

Employed up to 200 people in the early years. 
Destroyed in fire in 1942; Hickman facility was not
rebuilt.

1905 – Factory built at 11th and Dumesnil in Louisville.  It
covered 15 acres, nine of which were “under roof” at
the paper container plant.  Storage yards at 4th and G
Streets covered 71 acres.  There was also a cigar box
factory on Preston Street as well as factories in St.
Louis, Winston-Salem, Jersey City, Mengelwood in
Tennessee, Rayville in Louisiana, Lufkin in Texas and
Elkhart in Indiana and the above-mentioned facility at
Hickman, Kentucky.

1914-1918 – The company built shell boxes for shipping munitions during World War I.
1919 – The business began to transition into the furniture making business, particularly bedroom

pieces.
1920 – C. C. Mengel, Jr. & Bro. Company was consolidated with Mengel Box Company into the

Mengel Company.
1921 – Mengel Company had large mahogany timber concessions at this time on the Gold Coast in

Africa and owned several ocean-going vessels used for transporting timber.
1921 – Mengel Company wooden boxes, paper containers and plywood were being sold throughout

the eastern, middle and southern United States.
1921 – Mengel Company employed 4,000 people in 1921 and had an annual payroll of some

$4,000,000.
1922 – Mengel Body Company was organized as a subsidiary; supplied automakers such as Ford

with wooden car body components.
1920s – “Mengel Playthings” were a line of wooden toys produced by the Mengel Company,

including wooden wagons, tricycles, slides and miniature boats.  Very collectible items
today.

1920s-1940s – Expansion and growth of the furniture such as dressers, night stands, wardrobes.  The
company’s reputation for quality craftsmanship and design solidified during this period.

1942-1945 – The “Aircraft Department” of the Mengel Company produced wooden parts for C-76
cargo planes during World War II.   During this period, the company employed a
considerable number of African-American women as part of its manufacturing workforce.

1950s – The “Cabinet Division” of the Mengel Company produced wood kitchen cabinets.  The
company was also producing wood interior doors during this period.
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“Mengel Man” logo of Permanized
Mengel Furniture, circa 1950s

Display of cardboard boxes produced by
Mengel Box Company, circa 1950s

1950s – In the post-World War II era, the Mengel Company and its subsidiary, Mengel Furniture
Company,  innovated Mid-20th Century design and production techniques; known for using
high-quality woods and veneers as well as modern design elements.

1954 – Container Corporation of America acquired all three divisions of the Mengel Company.  The
furniture division was sold to Kroehler Manufacturing Company.

Late 1950s – Like many American furniture manufacturers, the Mengel Company faced changing
consumer preferences, increased competition from foreign manufacturers.

1960 – Container Corporation of America, which owned 97 percent of the stock of the Mengel
Company, merged the latter into the former.

1961 – Mengel Wood Industries, Inc. formed to purchase the wood products division of the
Mengel Company from Container Corporation of America for about $2.25 million.  The new
firm was composed of officials from the old Mengel wood products division.40

1965 – U.S. Plywood acquired Mengel Wood Industries; $3.25 million in stock transferred.

Colonel Mengel, his innovations and his various business enterprises built a lasting legacy in
furniture design and manufacturing innovations.  Many of their mid-century modern pieces are
considered collector's items and are highly prized by vintage furniture enthusiasts.  Pieces from the
Mengel Company can still be found in antique shops, online marketplaces, and auctions.

Facts summarized above came from many sources, including Encyclopedia of Louisville (2014), the
website coachbuilt.com, archived newspaper stories and a company profile published by Community
Union Bank in the Louisville Courier-Journal in 1921.

40  See “$3.25 Million Stock Transferred – U.S. Plywood Buys Mengel Wood Industries” by Ernest L. Clark
in the Louisville Courier-Journal, June 9, 1965.  (Sale took place June 8, 1965.)

63



C. C. Mengel & Bro. Company’s
sternwheeler, circa 1909 (Library of

Congress photograph)

C. C. Mengel & Bro. Company’s
mahogany mill in Louisville, Kentucky in
1906 (Library of Congress photograph)

1924 - The Mengel Company
Mengel Playthings --

“Just for Fun”C. C. Mengel & Bro. Company’s
1912 ad for “Mahogany - King

of Hardwoods”

1947 - Mengel Furniture ad
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Sidenote about Jennie Angell Mengel (1872-1934, wife of Herbert Wheeler Mengel, younger
brother of Charles C. and Clarence R. Mengel – Louisville Suffragist and Educator 41

Jennie Nita Angell was born in February 28, 1872 in Bay City, Michigan. 
She moved to Louisville after graduating from Cornell University to take a
teaching job at the Hampton School for Girls on Walnut Street (it was renamed
“Muhammad Ali Boulevard” in 1979).

As a teacher, Jennie Angell Mengel was a strong advocate for better
education of girls and viewed education and, by extension, women's suffrage were
vital issues facing the state and the nation.

She was elected President of the Louisville Woman Suffrage Association
(LWSA) in 1915 and again in 1919.  An impressive 1,138 new members were
added in 1915.  The group focused its efforts on the Susan B. Anthony
Amendment, a constitutional guarantee of voting rights, regardless of sex.  During
the “Progressive Era” of 1890-1920s, young, educated women were urged to become involved in
social reform and the LWSA found novel ways to promote their movement.  They staffed booths at
the Kentucky State Fair and at community events, held rallies, sent delegates to march in suffrage
parades, appointed a Committee on Information to educate the public and established headquarters on
Fourth Street.

As World War I escalated in 1917, Jennie Angell Mengel encouraged her fellow suffragists
to participate in supporting the war effort, for instance, by growing Victory Gardens in their yards.

In 1919, Jennie Angell Mengel spearheaded a lobbying effort to gain ratification by the
Kentucky State Legislature of the 19th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.  On January 6, 1920,
Kentucky became the 23rd state to ratify the 19th Amendment.  The following year, she became
President of the Louisville chapter of the League of Women Voters.

In 1925, at age 53, she earned an Masters Degree in history from the University of Louisville. 
"Civilization is still in the fight against that quadruple alliance -- ignorance, disease, vice, and crime",
she commented, "and women have always helped to fight these enemies."  Jennie Angell Mengel went
on to teach history and worked as the University’s Adviser to Women.

Personal Life:
Jennie Nita Angell married Herbert Wheeler Mengel in 1897.  He was the younger brother of

Charles C. and Clarence R. Mengel, both of whom are featured elsewhere in this book.  Contrary to
what you will read in multiple sources, including the ones referenced below, the Mengel brothers were
natives of Massachusetts.  It was their parents who immigrated to America from Germany.

Jennie and Herbert had four children:  a daughter Elizabeth (born about 1899, later Duffield),
Herbert Wheeler Mengel, Jr. (1900-1964) and twins Frances Rawson Mengel (1910-1912, died at age
2), and Jane Potter Mengel (later Shulhafer; 1910-1970).

Jennie Angell Mengel died in a car crash in 1934.  She and her husband Herbert are buried in
Lot 19, Section 29, at Cave Hill Cemetery in Louisville.

41  The information above was excerpted from material found in the 2020 publication Louisville Women and
the Suffrage Movement – 100 Years of the 19th Amendment produced by the Cave Hill Heritage Foundation in partnership
with the Louisville Metro Office for Women, the League of Women Voters, Frazier History Museum and the Filson
Historical Society.  Additional material was excerpted from an article entitled “Biography of Jennie Angell Mengel,
1872-1934" written by Dr. Ann Allen, Professor Emerita, Department of History, University of Louisville, Louisville,
Kentucky, as corrected in September 2018, which can be found at:
https://networks.h-net.org/node/2289/discussions/2379557/jennie-angell-mengel-1872-1934-louisville-suffragist-and
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Minglewood Blues was written by Noah Lewis
(Mural in Dyersburg, Tennessee)

Noah Lewis (1891-1961),
Composer and Performer of

Mingle wo o d Blue s

Sidenote about the Mengel Box Company Mill in West Tennessee:
Mengelwood, Tennessee still exists . . . sort of. 

It was a small town in Dyer County centered around the
timber mill that was owned by the Mengel Box
Company.  It is in Western Tennessee, not far from the
Mississippi River.  The “Visit Dyer County” website
includes a page on “The Minglewood Mural” that
details the history of the community, a discussion of
various spellings of its name and the fascinating history
of popular music, especially the Blues and Country, is
intertwined with the history of Mengelwood.

Today, the land – cleared of timber in the early
1900s by the Mengel Box  Company – is now fields of corn, beans and cotton as far as the eye can
see.  The mill there was once “surrounded by homes, two schools, churches, a company store, a
hotel, a movie theatre and a doctor’s office. There were also two ‘juke joints’ where workers relaxed
after a week of hard labor either in the woods or in the mill.”  (From an article by Danny Walden 
of the Dyer County Historical Society entitled “The Minglewood Mural” that includes a video and
photographs on the Visit Dyer County website at www.visitdyercounty.com/murals/minglewood.)

The living quarters, schools and churches at Mengelwood were all
segregated.  The bosses were white but the population of the workers was
mixed and all of them were paid in “script”, not cash.  Anything a worker
needed could be purchased right there in Mengelwood at the company store
using script.  One weekends, the segregated juke joints were probably all
busy as heck because this was the best opportunity for the workers to relax,
drink and dance.  All this was available without leaving Mengelwood to
head into Dyersburg, a dozen miles away.

Noah Lewis was a rather famous blues harmonica player from West
Tennessee.  Reportedly, he once worked at the Mengel Box Company mill
there.  Noah could play two harmonicas at once – one with his mouth and
the other with his nose!  Noah wrote a song in the late 1920s called
“Minglewood Blues”, which he sold to another performer and it became
quite popular.  Noah modified the lyrics and re-recorded the song himself,
renaming it “New Minglewood Blues”.  Decades later, the Grateful Dead

recorded several versions of the song. as did Bob Dylan!  It’s a pretty rocking tune.  You can listen
to the original and later versions by The Dead, Dylan, etc. on YouTube!

New Minglewood Blues
By Noah Lewis (1928)

I was born in the desert, raised in a lion's den.
My number one occupation, stealin' women from their men.
If you're ever in Memphis, better stop by Minglewood.
The women down there, they don't mean a man no good.

66

Mi.nglewood 
Noahlewi.s 
The Mural 

http://www.visitdyercounty.com/murals/minglewood


William Lacy Hoge, Sr.

Emily Tryon Mengel

WILLIAM LACY HOGE, SR.
1885-1977

William Lacy Hoge, Sr. was the son of the distinguished and
widely respected Presbyterian minister, Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge
and Mary Stuart Holladay.

Bill Sr. (as we’ll refer to him here in this chapter) was born
November 25, 1885 in Wilmington, North Carolina.  He was a graduate
of Washington & Lee University.

He was elected President of the Mengel Company in 1934 after
the unexpected death of Col. Charles C. Mengel, who headed the firm
from 1877 until 1934.  Bill Sr. first joined the company in 1917.  He was
working for the Mengel Box Company as a Mechanical and Civil
Engineer in 1918 when he registered for the draft of World War I and
served as President of its subsidiary, Mengel Body Company from 1922
until 1934.

Bill Sr. became engaged to Emily Tryon Mengel, who came from
the very influential and wealthy Mengel family of Louisville (discussed in
detail in the previous chapter).  The wedding was planned for April of 1915. 
Cary Hoge Mead, in her book Sunshine and Shadow (p. 75), explains:

“The invitations were out, all plans carefully made, and then
Emily T. was stricken with scarlet fever.  Everything had to be
changed, of course, the invitations recalled, but all that was
insignificant.  Emily was a very sick girl.

“Each evening after work, William would go and sit beside
her bed, well protected with mask and doctor’s gown over his
clothes.  That was a miserable several weeks for us all, as the
whole family loved her dearly.  After what seemed an eternity, she
was better, and the plans all remade for the wedding to take place
on June 9 [1914].”
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1 

• 

Alexander Galt Booth 
1908-1987 • LTWS-CJ F 

Emily Tryon Hoge 
1916-2001 • LTW8-7F3 

George Kearsley Selden Jr. 
1917-1985 • LZGL-45V 

Mary Holladay Hoge 
1917-1992 • LZGL-HT7 

William Lacy Hoge Jr. 
1922-2006 • GXLV-BZJ 

Dorothy Dean O'Brien 
1925-1990 • GLH8-HZ3 

William Lacy Hoge Sr. 
1885-1977 • LZGL-HBL 

Emily Tryon Mengel 
1892-1953 • LLGL-HBY 

Rev. Dr. Peyton Harrison Hoge 
1858-1940 • KPSQ-3JY 

Mary Stuart Holladay 
1862-1949 • KPSQ-SY4 

Col. Charles C. Mengel II 
1856-1934 • 9HFM-XLC 

Emily Mason Tryon 
1856-1932 • 9HFM-XL9 

• 
Rev. William James Hoge 
1825-1864• MS51-F2L 

Virginia Randolph Harrison 
1834-1895 • LHWC-YZG 

Alexander Quarles Holladay 
1839-1908 • 2MGG-51Z 

Virginia Randolph Bolling 
1838-1899 • 2MGG-BD1 

• 
Charles Christopher Mengel 
1826-1896 • LDXR-7XT 

• Jane Nickerson Potter 
1836-1924 • LYYX-GS R 

Frank B. Tryon 
1829-1863 • 9HFM-X75 

Julia Douglas Morsell 
1836-1881 • LZKH-MLW 



The wedding took place in the Mengels’ beautiful home on South Third Street.  Aunt Cary
describes Emily T. as “still very thin after her illness [but] beautiful, her blue, blue eyes shining, and
her lovely dark hair curling softly around her face.”

Children of William Lacy Hoge, Sr.
Bill Sr. and Emily Tryon Mengel (known as “Bammie”) were married from 1914 until her

death in 1953.  They were the parents of three children:

(1) Emily Tryon Hoge was born February 6, 1916 in Louisville.  She married Alexander
Galt Booth (1908-1987) on June 9, 1938.  He was the son of Percy Newhall Booth
(1874-1960) and Florence Coleman Curd (1879-1954).  He served as a Jefferson
County Circuit Court Judge and later as a Circuit Court Trial Commissioner.  He was
a graduate of Harvard Law School and practiced law in Louisville until his retirement
in the early 1980s.  They had one child:  Julia Mengel Booth, who married Donald
Davis Cooke in 1964 and later married John Craik Lord in 1989.  Julia did not have
any children of her own.

After the death of her first husband, Emily Tryon Hoge Booth married George
Harrison (“Harry”) Houston, Jr. on June 18, 1988, when she was 72 years old.  She
was a member of the Louisville Orchestra Association and the Fund for the Arts in
Louisville, Kentucky.  Emily died April 1, 2001, at age 85.  George passed away
unexpectedly in 2006 at age 91 while on a cruise of the waterways of Holland and
Belgium with his third wife, Dr. Virginia Keeney.

(2) Mary Holladay Hoge was born November 21, 1917.  She married George Kearsley
Selden, Jr. (1917-1985) on June 22, 1939.  Together, they raised three children:

Andrew Kennedy Selden (born in 1942), who married Pamela Bartlett
Hettrick (born in 1944).  They are the parents of Christopher Stewart
Selden (born in 1975) and Elizabeth Bartlett Selden (born in 1978)

William Randolph Selden (born in 1946), who married Daphne Murdock
(born in 1956).  They are the parents of Katherine Edwards Fox (born
in 1975), Andrea Desiree Fox (born in 1978) and Laurel Ann
Murdock (born in 1986).  William was also married to Laura Rebecca
Hamrick.

Emily Stewart Selden (born in 1950), who married Clarence Warren Walker
in 1971.  They are the parents of Clarence Warren Walker, II (born in
1972), Stewart Selden Walker (born in 1974) and Jenny Caroline
Walker (born in 1977).  Emily later married Thomas Sigman.

Mary Holladay Hoge Selden died November 18, 1992 in Charlotte, North
Carolina.  Her husband George predeceased her on December 29,
1985.  Mary was survived by three children, five grandchildren, her
sister Emily Hoge Houston and her brother William L. Hoge, Jr., both
of Louisville.

(3) William Lacy Hoge, Jr. was born December 13, 1922 in Louisville, Kentucky.  His
life is chronicled elsewhere in this book.  He and his first wife, Dorothy Dean
O’Brien (“Dobbie” to her family and friends) were the parents of five children, who
are discussed in the chapter dedicated to Bill Hoge, Jr.
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William Lacy Hoge, Sr.

After the death of his first wife in 1953, William Lacy Hoge, Sr. married Elizabeth Tinsley
Campbell in 1957, when they were 72 and 60, respectively.  Elizabeth was the mother of Stuart
Campbell and Tinsley Campbell.

The former President of the old Mengel Company and President
of William L. Hoge & Co., cabinetmakers, Bill Sr. headed the Mengel
Company from the unexpected death his father-in-law, Col. Charles C.
Mengel, in 1934, serving in that position until 1939.

Bill Sr. and his wife Bammie had a short business venture in
plastics in New York City, then he formed his own company known as
William L. Hoge & Co. Cabinetmakers in 1943 and retired as President
of that company in 1954.

Bill Hoge, Sr. was active in several community and church
organizations, including the Christian Businessmen's Committee,
Campus Crusade for Christ and the old Louisville Board of Trade.  He
had been the treasurer for the Good News Club, a president of the
Louisville Safety Council and was an elder for more than 40 years at
Second Presbyterian Church in Louisville.

He was survived by his second wife, the former Elizabeth Tinsley, two daughters (Mrs. Mary
H. Selden of Charlotte, North Carolina and Mrs. Emily H. Booth of Louisville), son William L. Hoge
Jr. of Louisville, stepson S. Tinsley Campbell, eight grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

William Lacy Hoge Sr. died on September 27, 1977, in Louisville, Jefferson, Kentucky, at
age 91.  He was buried in Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Kentucky, alongside many generations
of the Hoge family.  His second wife, Elizabeth Tinsley Campbell Hoge, died on March 6, 1994 at
the Episcopal Church Home in Louisville at age 96.  She had been a “gray lady” and hostess for the
Louisville USO Club during World War II and was a former member of the Women’s Club of
Louisville.  She is also buried at Cave Hill Cemetery.
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William Lacy Hoge, Sr.
and Emily Tryon Mengel Hoge

William L. Hoge, Sr.
with his sister, Cary Meade

William L. Hoge, Sr. and Emily Tryon Hoge
with grandchildren Billy and Annie Hoge

William Lacy Hoge, Sr.
and Elizabeth Tinsley

Campbell Hoge
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CONCLUSION

“I hope to have God on my side but I must have Kentucky.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Wags will often joke whether a person’s composition is the result of genes or environment. 
The answer is obviously well beyond the reach of this short history.  Even so, I suspect you could
get a great deal of agreement that who we are is very much a result of both.

Warren Buffett, the “Oracle of Omaha”, regularly states, “We have already won the lottery,
being born in the United States in the last 100 years.  Certainly, compared to the other seven billion
people on Earth today, you would have to be very greedy to disagree.  For me, the ultimate issue has
been whether or not I have been useful to myself, my family, my friends and my country.  It was a
common practice during the lives of many of our ancestors to make a list or write out a plan for how
to be successful.  Just like Gadsby, many people believe that they can make a plan which will greatly
affect their ultimate fate.  Whether it is dumb luck or great effort, the Universe oftentimes gives us
what we choose, not what we deserve.

We have set forth above, our best effort to share the William Hoge history for approximately
the last 400 years.  I believe that many of the stories of our ancestors showed remarkable talent,
effort and sometimes joss or luck made huge differences in not only their status but in their heirs’
lives.

Buffett also shares that your choice of spouse will be the single most important decision of
your life.  We have hugely discounted the role of the respective spouses in this analysis.  Remember,
under Anglo-Saxon law, there was the rule of primogenitor and the first sons’ right to inherit, often
to the exclusion of the other heirs and always the female heirs.  It should be noted that a woman
oftentimes could not own property in her own name until 1941.  Many times, the woman was chosen,
in part, because of her estate that she would bring to the marriage, but none of the genealogy trees
record how these women’s contributions were so significant.

This doesn’t even touch the incredible contributions of child-bearing or the risks women
suffered in the process of delivering heirs to their spouses.  Maternal and infant mortality rates were
obviously very high due to the inaccessibility to medical care.  Some of your ancestors had many,
many children who ultimately did not live to be adults.  We will leave it future genealogists to more
fully spell out the contributions of the spouses and effects of infant mortality.  Half of the people
who made incredible sacrifices and were fundamentally involved in the families have little or no
recorded genealogical history.  We did a few times spotlight the contributions of Cary Hoge Mead
and Jennie Nita Angell Mengel.  Another example of huge impact by a female spouse is found in the
sacrifices of William James Hoge’s wife, Virginia Randolph Harrison Hoge, in their circuitous
odyssey to retreat from New York City to Richmond, Virginia at the height of the “War of Northern
Aggression”.

When William Hoge escaped Scotland in 1662, he could have never foreseen where his
bloodlines would merge at the Falls of the Ohio in Louisville, Kentucky.  The contributions of your
ancestors as preachers and religious educators is readily apparent from a casual review of our efforts. 
Frankly, we have done our best to spell out these ancestors in an appropriate genealogical format.

Peyton Harrison Hoge and  Col. Charles Christopher Mengel, Jr. were two of my  great-
grandfathers, both on my father’s side.  They were born only two years apart (1858 and 1856,
respectively).
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They both survived the trauma of witnessing the Great Civil War as children.  Dr. Hoge
vehemently supported the South.  Col. Mengel was born in Massachusetts, lived in Missouri as a
small child and grew to adulthood in the Bronx.

Dr. Hoge had a strong Scottish lineage that no doubt impacted him throughout his lifetime. 
Great-Grandfather Hoge became famous in his own right as a preacher, orator and writer as he
followed at least four generations into the Presbyterian ministry.

Col. Mengel’s mother was Scottish but his father immigrated to the United States from
Saxony in eastern Germany.  Great-Grandfather Mengel was always closely involved with his father
and his brothers in his lifelong business enterprises.

Both were in Louisville, Kentucky at the turn of the nineteenth century.
Dr. Hoge was a product of the Deep South; born and raised in Richmond, Virginia, moving

then to Wilmington, North Carolina and arriving in Louisville to be the pastor of Warren Memorial
Presbyterian Church in 1899. He eventually moved to the sleepy country town of Pewee Valley in
1907, after resigning from the “mega church” of its day in downtown Louisville.

Col. Mengel, on the other hand, arrived in Louisville about 25 years earlier (1874).  He soon
became a self-made millionaire with business interests in foreign lands, forging innovative
enterprises through multiple different business lines – C. C. Mengel, Jr. & Bro. Co., Mengel Box
Company, the Mengel Company, Mengel Body Company, Mengel Playthings, Mengel Company
Aircraft Department and Mengel Furniture Company.

Both Great-Grandfather Hoge and Great-Grandfather Mengel bore witness to many infamous
moments in American history.  Not the least of those moments were the American Civil War, the
assassination of a President, the Reconstruction Period, the dawn of the 20th Century, the
transformative invention of the first successful flying machine, the World War that was supposed
to be the last global war, the prosperity of the Roaring Twenties followed by the heartbreaking
despair of the Great Depression.

Our great-grandfathers’ paths coincided through the 1914 marriage of the socialite daughter
of a titan of industry (Emily Tryon Mengel) to the famous preacher’s son (William L. Hoge).

Both of these Great-Grandfathers suffered considerable set-backs during their respective and
very different careers.

Rev. Hoge became caught up in a scandal that arose because he had performed the marriage
ceremony for a man who had divorced his wife on the grounds of her being insane and, to make
matters worse, the wedding took place just a few weeks after his divorce became final.  That scandal
grew to such a frenzy within the Louisville church that he resigned.

Col. Mengel, on the other hand, had multiple business operations burn to the ground, his
namesake grandson died at the age of 7, his 26-year-old nephew died mysteriously while on a trip
to the West Coast of Africa on behalf of The Mengel Company, he had two ships sunk by the
Germans during World War I and he lost at least one million dollar war-time contract with the U.S.
government that doubtless would have made enormous profits for the company.

But, despite these set-backs, both of these significant players among our ancestors kept
moving forward and persevered to do great things.  Persistence is an incredibly valuable character
trait, practiced by our ancestors with alacrity.

Col. Mengel died unexpectedly at age 78 in 1934 when he had a heart attack after leaving the
home of one daughter, headed for the home he shared with another daughter.  He died from a heart
attack before a doctor could be summoned.
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Similarly, Dr. Hoge died unexpectedly at age 82 six years later when he had a heart attack
just minutes before performing his granddaughter’s wedding ceremony.

Both of these men were monumental figures in our recent family history.  As their joint great-
grandchildren, my sisters and I became the threads that drew these remarkable men together.

Certainly, William Hoge of Scotland could not have envisioned Edward Francis O’Brien
moving from Red Bank, New Jersey to Mockingbird Valley in Louisville, Kentucky, across the
valley from the home of William L. Hoge, Sr.  How these things happen in the course of a young
man and a young woman’s lives are in the possible words of the Hoge preachers “Providence”.

The whirlwind of Edward Francis O’Brien’s Irish family combined with the Scottish and
German bloodlines produced the William L. Hoge, Jr. family and their heirs.  Though one might be
hesitant to highlight the pictures of the current heirs with their ancestors, we have included a number
of pictures of William L. Hoge, Jr.’s current children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  Many,
many times, people remark upon how much we resemble our fathers and our grandfathers from both
the Hoge and O’Brien lines.

The reader of this book can assemble their own list of character traits found in the ancestors
and heirs, which make William Hoge of Scotland proud.  Words like faith, integrity, industry,
dignity, creativity, passion, loyalty and commitment all come to mind.  However, the reader should
make their own analysis if this study is to best profit the reader.

The author tries to ask appropriate questions, though he does not attempt to give any answers. 
The best question I’ve ever heard when reviewing a life is, “Did I make a decent contribution to
life?”
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Message from the Editor
on the Science and Art of Family History Research

The Evolution of Genealogy:
I’ve been intrigued by genealogy, family histories and cemeteries for over 50 years.  Even as a

teen, I felt a need to understand my origins.  This was decades before DNA testing or the internet. 
Family history research back then meant spending years looking for gravestones in old cemeteries,
rooting around in dusty courthouse records and pouring over antique books containing genealogical
footprints of long-dead relatives.  It also involved a lot of old-fashioned letter writing to keepers of
various faraway archives and to potential family connections, hoping that, in a few weeks, you might
get a response, though oftentimes the answer was that the information sought was unavailable due to
fires, floods or just lack of interest in preserving records.

But then the “Information Super Highway” was created.  In the early years of internet access –
meaning the advent of AOL, Prodigy, email discussion groups, etc. – we were suddenly able to connect
with other researchers and exchange information and source materials.  This was life-changing for
genealogists.  Few among us can imagine our lives today without the marvels of Internet we now take
for granted.

It’s now 2023 and we have instantaneous access to a previously unimaginable treasure trove of
information, records and documentation.  Take my word for it, back in the 1960s, we never dreamed it
possible to type a few key words on a screen and, boom, there’s your great-great-grandfather’s obituary
in front of you, revealing his parentage, siblings, spouse and descendants.

Undertaking This Hoge Family History Project:
When Billy Hoge approached me in the Summer of 2023 about helping him write this history

of the Hoge family in Scotland and America, we had a lot of clues but only a limited amount of what
I call primary historical documentation to support and flesh out those clues.

I spent a couple of weeks researching various family history research platforms as we needed
a way to organize all of the information, photos and memories we were uncovering.  But I also wanted
to create a means of sharing what we’d found in a way that you could access and continue to build upon. 
This review started with the most popular platform – Ancestry.com.  They have an huge wealth of shared
information and digitized primary records (death, marriage, military service, photographs, immigration
documents and so forth).  But the cost of access through Ancestry.com is rather prohibitive.  Premium
access to Ancestry.com is currently running up to $479 per year, per user.  That’s pretty pricey for
someone not seriously into genealogy.

The online family history platforms that I investigated for this project included:
Ancestry www.ancestry.com
Family Search www.familysearch.org
Geni www.geni.com (now owned by My Heritage)
My Heritage www.myheritage.com
One Great Family www.onegreatfamily.com
WikiTree www.wikitree.com

They all have pros and cons associated with them and you’re welcome to check them out for
yourselves.  Eventually, Billy and I decided to focus on Family Search (www.familysearch.org) for a
variety of reasons, including the fact that access to their massive database of primary and secondary
research materials is free and that the platform allows users to upload photographs and even voice
recordings relating to specific family members.  Because Family Search is owned by the Church of
Latter Day Saints (LDS or the Mormon church) and because LDS has invested literally millions of
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dollars in support of this project, it will likely be around and kept current for many generations to come. 
Further, the Church of Latter Day Saints has approximately 5,400 Family History Centers around the
globe which are all free and available to anyone to utilize.  You can go to your local LDS Family History
Center (there’s one in East Louisville at Hurstborne Lane and Linn Station Road) and continue your
research or learn how to navigate the Family Search system and even do audio recordings to add to your
family history archive.

The biggest “negative” about the Family Search platform is that most information about any
living persons within one’s family is confidential and accessible only to the person who created the
entries on people who are not deceased.  Frankly, this is not really a “negative” in my opinion as we
all know how critical it is in this day and age to keep our personal identifiers and family connections
secure but it is something you should be aware of if you want to dig around in the family history data
stored within the Family Search system.

My suggestion is for you to go to www.familysearch.org, sign up for a free account and begin
your travel through time with William Lacy Hoge, Sr. 

At the main menu, click on Search, then Family Tree, then “Find by ID”. 
Enter LZGL-HBL for WLH Sr.  (Every individual entered into the
Family Search database has a unique 7-character identifier made up of
letters and numbers.)  Click on “William Lacy Hoge Sr. • 1885-1977 •
LZGL-HBL”.  From there, you’re free to explore what I and many
others have contributed.

The family trees you’ll see in this book at the top of every new chapter were created using
Family Search.  We added those to help you easily see connections to your ancestors.

Once we had input what we’d learned about the ancestors of the Louisville Hoges into Family
Search, it was time to start building a narrative history of the family as it grew in Scotland, the migration
to America by William Hoge in 1682, the expansion of the Hoge lines along the Eastern Seaboard, their
predominance in the Presbyterian denomination and the theological education field and then the Hoges
coming to Kentucky and intermarrying with some extraordinarily interesting other lines, such as
Charles C. Mengel, Jr. and Edward Francis “Big Mike” O’Brien.  From there, you’ll find detours into
Hoge connections with the richest woman in America, her marriage into the Bingham family which gave
rise to their newspaper dynasty, the American women’s suffrage movement, the packaging industry, the
development of mid-20th Century furniture and so much more.

Name Changes Over the Generations:
As Billy likes to say, “Don’t get wrapped around the axle” about variations in names or spellings,

etc.  In the early centuries of our country, record keeping was haphazard and the record keepers very
often spelled what they heard phonetically.  Further, the information recorded was frequently
secondhand.  This is particularly true of 19th Century census takers and even court clerks.  Further, it was
commonplace for people to change the spelling and pronunciation of their names.  In one instance, we
ran across a reference to someone within this line changing the spelling of his Hoge surname to Hogue
because people with whom he was associated kept pronouncing it “Hog”.  The metamorphosis of Haig
into Hoge, Hogue, etc. is explained pretty thoroughly in an early chapter of this book.

The same is true of the pronounciation of names.  The surname “Houston” is another example
of this.  In New York and Georgia, it is pronounced “HOUSE-ton” because the persons after whom those
places were named originally spelled their names “Houstoun”, a spelling which changed over the years
but the pronunciation did not.  In Texas, however, Houston is pronounced the way Sam Houston said
it.
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Billy and I went to great efforts to avoid skewing relevant facts or the angle of approach.  Our
goal was to provide current and future generations of the family with an accurate representation of Hoge
family history. Any sins of omission are greatly due to the enormity of the project and our human
frailties.

Naming Patterns:
In Ireland, Scotland, Germany and much of Europe, there was a very strong traditional naming

pattern for the eldest children born into a family:
First born son – named after Father’s father
Second born son – named after Mother’s father
Third born son – named after Father (unless he has one of the first two

names)
Subsequent sons – named after Father or Mother’s brothers
First born daughter – named after Mother’s mother
Second born daughter – named after Father’s mother
Third born daughter – named after Mother (unless she shares one of the first

two names)
Subsequent daughters – named after Mother or Father’s sisters

Generally speaking, the naming pattern for sons was adhered to by all economic classes and
across all denominations in much of Europe and frequently continued with the migration to other
countries.  Consequently, it’s not unusual to see the same names recurring within the family across
generations.  These patterns were not hard and fast rules but can prove helpful in linking together names
in your family tree, particularly if the name in question is in any way unusual.

Caveats
Not included here are hundreds of birth certificates, marriage licenses, death certificates, military

service records, newspaper clippings, school records such as those from Exeter and Yale, etc.  Many of
those records are available for your perusal on the database we created on Family Search, referenced
above.

Family history research depends on careful study, painstaking documentation of sources and, in
certain instances, a bit of detective work.  We have tried to exercise great care in our research but, if time
proves we made mistakes, we apologize.  Any omission of facts, credit, reverence or details or errors
committed are entirely unintentional.  You are encouraged to correct or supplement the story set out
above by building on the information within the Family Search database.

Download Your Own Electronic Version of this Book from Dropbox
Billy Hoge is sponsoring the hosting of this entire book in PDF format on Dropbox until the end

of December 2024.  You can request a link to the shared file through Billy or by contacting me.

Building Your Family History
Documenting family histories is something that is never “finished”.  Families grow and evolve

constantly through births, deaths, marriages, divorces, successes and losses.  Billy and I genuinely hope
that the work we’ve put into bringing this project together both here in this book and on
FamilySearch.org will inspire you to commemorate new people and events that take place in your own
family circles.

I want to repeat Billy’s challenge to each of you to learn more about past, present and future of
your extended families.
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Though I find family history research fascinating and exciting, especially considering the leaps
genealogy has taken over the last decade or so, I recognize this work may not be “your cup of tea”. 
Assuming I continue to enjoy good health and have the time available, I may be available to work at an
agreed-upon hourly rate to research and write your family histories from the perspective of allied lines
that have married into the Hoge lineage or to work on histories of entirely unrelated families.  Feel free
to reach out to me if I can be of assistance or, at least, offer some suggestions to help you get started on
your own path.

Conclusion
The Hoges are certainly a very interesting family!  Though I’ve known and worked with Billy

since 1986, I learned so much researching this project.  I hope this book will help descendants of
William Hoge (1660-1749) realize what a fascinating story you have to share with your children and
grandchildren.

Lois M. Mauk
Killeen, Texas
loismauk@gmail.com
December 12, 2023
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that he was being treated unrairly. 
Allen's clerk, Benfield, recalled that 
the pri oner pointed to a slightly un
kempt man walking down the side
walk and aid: " II 's just a bum: he's 
probably going to rob a liquor store 
in an hour. Why don't they get him 
off th Ir ct?" 

"Or course, it was Judge Allen 
walking back from lunch .... Appar
ently this defondant almost pa sed 
out when he walked into the court• 
room" and saw Allen on the bench, 
pre iding over hi ase. 

In his personal lire, Allen' pas
sions included baseball, tennis, train 
and bridge. And, according to Ben
field, he ign d up ror an aerobics 
class in his mid-70s. 

Allen had been fascinated by trains 
since childhood. Friend ay the 
basement or his home in Harrods 
Creek was filled with train tim tabl . 
and photographs and other railroad 
memorabilia. In 1957, he help d 
round the Kentucky Railway Mu ·eum 
and for years was active in the Louis
ville chapter or the National Railway 
Iii torical Society. 

Chier Judge harles R. Simpson III 
said that when Allen held court in 
Paducah, h stayed in a fleabag mo
tel o he could be near the locomo
tive repair yard there. 

Allen loved to climb onto the 
tracks and photograph locomotives 
barreling toward him. Som times 
he'd drive furiou ly to get ahead of 
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" lle's cared a lot or people taking 
pictur s of train.," Johnstone said. 

Besides hi wire and children, Al· 
len i su1vived by six grandchildren. 

/\ memorial service will be at 11 
a.m. riday at St. Francis in the 
Fi Ids Episcopal Church, 6710 Wolr 
Pen Branch Road, with visitation at 
the church from 4:30 to 7 p.m. to
morrow. Pearson's Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements . . 

Memorial contributions can be giv
en to his church or the Kentucky 
Railway Museum. 
Staff writer Mark Schaver contributed 
to this story. 

MAJOR CASES 
OF JUDGE ALLEN 

September 1979: 
Sentences convicted polluter 
Donald Distler to two years 
In prison and fines him 
$50,000 for dumping toxic 
chemicals into LouIsv1lle's 
sewers, the toughest penalty 
ever handed down in a 
federal pollution case at the 
time. 

December 1980: Strikes 
down state law restricting 
abortions for women more 
than 12 weeks pregnant. One 
of several rulings over the 
years striking down state 
efforts to restrict abortions. 

June 1982: Clears the 
way for political activist 
Angela Davis to speak at 
Central High School rally 
after school officials 
canceled the event, fearing it 
might cause a disturbance. 

Orders that the Ku Klux 
Klan be allowed to hold a 
rally at Valley High School 
after schoeil officials banned 
11 and civil-rights and 
religious groups joined efforts 
to block it. 

October 1986: Orders 
Jefferson County to begin 
releasing inmates from 
Jefferson County Jail after 
finding that the jail is too 
crowded and the population 
exceeds a limit he had 
imposed. The releases 
continue to this day. 

December 1987: 
Approves payment of $3.5 
million to settle a 14-year-old 
lawsuit by 100 black plaintiffs 
who said they were denied 
jobs with the Louisville police 
department because of their 
race. 
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1945-12-25 Poem by William Lacy Hoge Jr about WLH Sr. 1945-12-25 Poem by William Lacy Hoge Jr about WLH Sr. (cont.)

When Santa with his reindeer .flee,t 

The Christmas spirit feigns repeat 

nd slush a nd snow and sometimes sleet 

.; ender s f lu, - in soaking our feet . 

Then ' enge la g&ther trom far and near 

To enjoy once more the Yuletide cheer . 

At that tim tood 1• provided 

But not e nough the group decided 

For we must see tba t all o.re chided 

For sins ai'!d f oibl es once confided . 

And therefore wit h a quaking boot 

I solicit all to aay t hing11 moot 

liut before proceedi ng l ets repeat the tally 

Ot thos o all over in llilnd-llcNally. 

Char les our s c olar io n. O'llll west 

like en or1 tno best 

Lo est Avenue ave no r eat 

" en sui; ostions took the ac i d test . 

Jane our schoolmarm from Kentuc Home 

Yfhat or brats you must condone 

What of sailors who uaed to roam 

Sendini; ahead some eau de cologne . 

What of you dear e l der J~ 

How goes the house hold on far-off lane 

Is there SOlllll reaaon to complain 

Docs burping augment or r e lieve the pain. 

Artie our an of world..,,,ide travel 

- 2 -

And now find solace in eating gravel. 

Alexander our arm-sea-air 

Found no highball over there 

Toole of f - ll-done with -r and care 

To find a house and nab Km mere• 

Dad of Thirty-second Street 

Found 1 t hard to make end a -•t 

Fired hi■ aon ao indi ■creet 

nd now 1:he Company' s lard to beat. 

Mother is a nervous cook 

Instructi ons she reads within a book 

But self-same occasionally do her rook 

till a t our plates we patiently look. 

I 1ve l e f't out soma • but do not cry 

Other■ will fix you •ere you 1'17• 

.Tbs .oloa ing ver ses I f ind hard 

!lot being a union bar d, 

More likely a salesman of poor lard 

Con■ equently '111¥ brain is ■ lightly scarred. 

But be fore I cloae let me eay thi■ 

Atom bomb■ nay a ll of u■ kill 

But at that t i.- m y God it will 

That all the 1'.■ nge l.a in heaven be 

Sitting around the Chriat-• tr ... 

By- m. L. Hoge, Jr• 
Dec. 26, 1946. 
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1965 - William Lacy Hoge Jr - Daddy's WLH Sr's 80th birthday 19__ - William Lacy Hoge, Sr's Poem by WLH
about a girl named Tat
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Jack is nimble - Jack 1• quick, 
But he doeen•t jump over a candlestick. 
He came to town on a job, not a •F•• 
And he went to a party of tour, not three, 
A%ld one ot th8 four was a peach of a girl 
She had a smile anq. a:tw had a curl 
Partlr w:ider a cute little bat, 
And he likedthe E;ir l and he called hE>r .. Tat,, 

a sa o mse 1< en e went away, 
"I' 11 come back, and I'll come to stay, 
AD4 1t I find I can •t do that , 
1 111 do 1111' beat to marry Tat 
Because without her , life would sure be flatZ 

But Tat had a lot to say about this 
Ae does every other attractive 1s. 
She wasn 't sure she'd marry the guy 
But she did admit he'd caught her eye. 
All ehe said, we can only guea1 
But we know tho final word "'8.B "Yea". 

So like all the ones in song or story 
Who did great deeds for love or glory, 
Amid this scene of joy and laughter 
We drink a toe.et -
Ji&y they both live happy forever a.rter. 

.L.H. 
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